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Riend Johr Knight (for unto thee it.is that we diret\this 
enſuing relation of which ehave ſuffered at thy hands, 
during thy being Major in th#Cizy,farthat by thee it was,and 
through thy influence that Hg. have thus ſutfered.) It had 
been well for thee, if thox nded the ſtable condition of 
this City, whetFÞen entred'ſt into thy Go» 
Robert Canne Kt. yernment, both for trade and otherwiſe , then 
and Barronet * \;hich #0 time hath parallel dit fincethe date 
being thy Pre- WHICÞ #0 parallel'd it fincethe 
decetine: of the /ate troubles, whenthe Kizgreturned. 
A City at peace and #nity, within its ſelf 3 men 
of all perſwaſions, as to Religion, well perſwaded amo 
themſelves, and as to the Civil peace united in the hearts,and 
love of each manto another, and the pablick, benefit ; And 
thus it was whileſt woderation fat in- the Government of this 
City , ſothat every individual m__ reſt aſlured of the peace 
and ſafety of his eſtate and Perſon, in the purſuance of the 
ablick. 
: And by the way, let us tell thee and a/, to whom theſe pre- 
ſents may come, that there wasnot a City more united-in the 
publick, then this of Briſtol, before thine entrance , whoſe 
ſhadowy ſteps there-from, from this day forwards, not upon 
oxr-perſonal influence , or owr principle, but thine own , re- 
ccive their gnomon, or direction from thy declention fromit , 
and will have-their ſet from 1hee. 

For thou art the man, whom rage and aſperity,with a blind 
zcal tothe worſhips of the tizres, have ſet up to counter-butf 
the ſtability of this City, and to overturn ex _induſtria, or S 
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* "ſet. purpoſe the welt poized Government of #»ity and peace, 
into-diſuniorn and trowhle ; And to lay theſure grounded Fa- 
brick of zts proſperity in the dſt, whileſt thou walkeſt over 7t, 
with armes folded up, and a pitiful countenance, as if not 
thou , but the contrary (viz,) moderation had there laid it; 
And ſo whileſt with the oe hand thou entreſt in thy ſharp in- 
ciſion knife, hox ſtroakeſt with the other.,as if ſo be that which | 
_— were the cauſe of its running in , not tho of its ſat 

ering. 4 
To manifeſt which, -aandgf##Fe thee to ſee that thou art 
not charged amifle, ſomething of thize own actions ſhall be 
drawn before thee, which'by thee have been perpetrated, du- 
ring this thy year, tothe intent and end, that if thox haſt yet 
any thing remaining of tre ſenſibleneſle, tho mayeſt reflect 
uport what #hou haſt don;and bluſh,and ſo mayſt come to the 
"knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jeſis , whom now in Vs 
#hox haſt-thus perſecuted , -and beſaved , which isthe deſire 
of our hearts, and that it may be well with thee for ever.But 
if-not, that the ground of the miſcarriage of this once , and 
. very lately flouriſhing City may be charged where it ought , | 
and. that after ages may have ſomewhat upon Record, as an 
account wherefore it was, and how it came to paſle, that a 
place of ſo much weight and worth, ſhould be laid even with 
the duſt, for though we 'may be much looked over by thee 
and-thy.generation; as a people not of ſo conſiderable an in- # 
tereſt as among men, though we may'claim as conſiderable a / 
C 
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one as your ſelves, yet a higher intereſt we have then among[t 
men; with 4:2 who looks ye over, who will render to you ac- 
cording to your deeds; and this you will finde:, when the 
meaſure: of zoxr iniquity is falfilled upon #s, which ye wlbe 
ſuffered to fulfil for the tryal of ovr faith and Patience 3. aud v 
what'there is of God in #2, that be may be glorified, for which a, 
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pn he hath ſuffered ye thus ro do 3 and without whole 3 
ſuffrance ye could not have done t#h## unto as, and therefore” 
we are content, for he will then fulfil upon you the meaſure 
of your iniquity , and then poor Briſtoll will know (as well as 

d ctfects of perſecuting the 7znocent people of the 
Lord, who are not its enemy, nor yours, nor the Kings, nor his 


you, the ſa 


Government that is ju##, anſwering the juſt principle of God , 


which we are to follow, and nothing but that which is accor- 


ding unto it. And where we 6annot do to ſuffer as is our 
principle , and our practice maKes..it manifeſt.) We fay we 
are not enemies to the Cty, to the 'King, nor you; but do 
defire the welfare of it, and of you-al/; God is witnels who 
will render to every man according to his deeds. 

And this we ſpeak before hand, that in the day of your ca- 
lamity, which ox ſhall ſee will approach you, and compals 
you about , ye may remember that of it you were foretold, 
and that it is come to'paſſe what you were foretold- in the 
day of your proſperity, to the end that you might have heard 
and conſidered ere it had been too late, for ths is lignified 
to you in the zaxe of the Lord 3. and let it be as the preſage of 
what ſhall cone to paſle, and the preſage it is 3 The perſecu- 
tion of ws will be viſited by the Lord, with as ſharp a hand as e- 
ver was drawn forth againſt _it , ſince the foundation thereof; 
And ye ſhall be tumbled into the duſt 5 and your carkaſses ſhalt 

fall as the mire of the ſtreets , who have ſtretched forth your 


hands without a cauſe, againſt an innocent people , that have” 


done you no wrone, ard have made them to ſuffer, and an exes 
cration you will be, and an hiſſing in the day of the Lords vena 
geance , when he ſhall render to you according to your deeds; 
this is ſpoken to ſuch of you as ſhall:not repent , as*that 
which ſhall come upon yor-in the day that the. Lords yenge- 
ance fthall be made manitelt. 

Not 
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(Ss) 
"Not that we aſpire after dignities, or greatneſs , -or to be 
ſomething in the world, do we thus write,or that the thoughts 
of ſuch things Buoys #5 up above what we ſhould be 3 no, we 
have learnt ſomewhat elle ( viz.) In whatſoever condition 
we be, therein to be content, and to do the wil/ of God, for 
which purpoſe we came into the world, however the doin 
thereof may be attended with the greateſt ſutterings , which 
we know we mult paſſe through, viz. great ſufferings, even 
many Tribulations to the Kizrgdom of God, to our reſt, and 10 
we look to the recompgaite of reward, as did 2ojes (viz. y 
the reſt in doing the will of God, who forſook Pharaohs Court, 
and choſe rather to ſuffer affiiFions (and lo do we) with the 
people of God, then to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon : 
Who (it is ſaid) . endured, as ſeeing hins who is inviſible 5 and 
ſo as he, ſo here we, reſt in the doing of bis will 3 and let the 
Lord do what he will with as, we are content, who ay, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, be it to Priſons,to 
Banifhment, to loſs of all.to death; the good will of God be done; 
as to #4, the Lord be glorified by ws, in what he will, we leave 
it to him, who are come not to do our own will, but the Lords, 
the will of God be done, ſaith our ſoul, Amen. 

Not that we are plotting, or conſpiring, or do .intend a»y 
ſuch thing, as is fal/{y ſuggeſted againſt #9,and that under.the 
pretence of religious meetings,or coming togetherto wait upon 
the Lord, the Lord is witneile that we are clear of axy ſuch 
thing, and that ozr principle is againſt it , as 1s our practice. 
Not that we have any expectation from man, or of azy out- 
ward arme for ozr deliverance ; we diſclaim ary ſuch thing 3 
and do know, that not by man, but the arme of the Lord,our 
deliverance muſt ariſe, though theſe _ are ſccretly ſug- 
geſted, and that or boldnefle in our ſufferings ariſes from 
ſome ſuch ſecret aſſurance #0, no, it only comes from the 


good , 


> QA, =o om oO Fr YT oy OP IP So 


OI 


(7) 

good hand of the Lord ; becauſe of his teſtimony which we 
bear, who is near #4, and bears #s up in and through a4 our 
ſufferings, and will a/ thoſe that truſt in him. 

Not that theſe things are pleaſant to »s as wer , that is to 
ſay, thus toſuffer, for we are men: as yox are, and are com- 
yu» about with the ſame infirmities as you, that is to ſay, 

uiband, wife, children, relations, eitate, Conntry, life, liber- 
ty, wholſome aire, convenient accommodation, health, proſpe+ 
rity in oxr affairs, going through without diſtraction , what 
we have to do, or moleſtation are heere # 4s wer, we know 
what they are, and what they coſt,as well as you 3 and that to 
enjoy them isthe portion of a man , and al that he can have 
of ther under the Sur, and that it is good in this ſenſe, if it 
may be with a good conſcience, to know good dates, and to 
ſee zoevil, al/ that we lay them down for 3 44 that for which 
we ſuffer the loſle of thew, which is as little pleaſing to our 
fleſh and blood, as to zox is, it is the will of God that it 
ſhould be ſo to try #s, and that the vertue of him in #s may 
be made manifeſt, and that in this incounter we may not: 
make ſhipwrack of faith and- a good conſcience, and ſo deny 
the Lord that bought as, for things that periſh , and hereby 
it comes indeed to be made manifeſt, that we know and have 
the poſleſiion of ſomcthing that is eternal, viz. that we en- 
dure, that we ſuffer the parting with the temporal; . 
And herein the Lord is glorified that we chufe not , 
or prefer that, which perithes before that which endures, 
who are not ozr own, but as hath been ſaid, are boxght with. 
a price, and therefore are to glorifie God in our bodies, and 
our ſouls, which are Gods; and by this yox allwill ſee (and 
therefore it is that #hzs day is ſufter'd) that we have ſome- 
thing more then what is of zþis world for the enjoyment of . 


which we leave the world, and chuſe rather to ſuffer aſfli- 
ions, 
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ion, then to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon For alt 
that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſecution. 

we ſay not for any of thoſe things, or that we would ſeem 
to be ſomething in ſpeaking of what ſhall be hereafter, and 
ſo to glory do we thus write. But the Lord would have xs 
thus to ſpeak, that you may know that or ſufferings will have 
an end ; and that it will be thx with thoſe who fear the Lord, 
. in whom herules, and that a day of deliverance there will 
be, -a reſurre@ion, a Fetury ; and that the Lord therein will 
be glorified; and this we are ſhewn,and itisto be ſhewn un- 
to yor, that it may be known, it ſo be that it may be belie- 
ved; but whether it be believed or no, the thing is ſo, that 
God is with #4, and that he hath not forſaken #, though 
he ſuffers xs to be tried, and that he is preſent with ax, and will 
be through a/l, and beyond a/ that ye ſhall be ſuffered to 
do unto #5, and that we are not left comfortleſs, but 'are 
ſhewn the end of, as well as oxr ſufferings, even the glory 
that ſhall follow, the glory that is to be revealed at the 
coming of the Lord, the manifeſtation of his power, who is 
over a/, and reigns for ever; And by his ſo keeping, and 
preſerving us, through all and over all, ſhews that he is with 
#5, and that it is Jeſs in #9 whom you rfow perſecute. 

For we pray you what ſhould ſupport us,what think ye can 
keep #s in themid(t of a//thele things, which you have ſet be- 
fore #5, and prepared againſt #s, and which zox are preparing, 
6 have made #s,and which you are making #5 to go through, 
Impriſonment, Baniſhing #s our Native Can cating us from 
our Relations, Trades, Callings, Husbands, Wives, Children, 
zative aire and ſoile, and whatſoever in this world may be 
dear unto ws, caiting us into noiſome holes and places,thick- 
cr in proportion then a diſcreet man would put dogs into 
a kennel, or beaſts into a pound , or #orſes into a {table, or 


_ pigs 


withal can that induce #9, when by-theſe things we are threat- 
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pigs into a ſtye amongſt lice and vermin, and Fellons and 
murderers , contagious ſtinks, and naſtineſle ſufficient enough 
to infect ſuch as have lived in wholſome cleanlineſs, good aire , 
and dyet 3 as you know it hath been with many of #4, whoſe 

-living hath been as well as yoxrs in the world, to the infect- 


| Ing of ſome of as already, who have laid down the body at 


the foot of your cruelty, whoſe blood you have to anſwer for , 
as for the blood of others of #4, whom your unmercitul bar- 
barifine by your Officers have ſent.out of the world, as Lidia 
Tevy, and her infant, Alice the wife 6f William Peachy, who 
was big with child, and hurt by the Officer in the meeting , 
who went home ill, was delivered the next day , and a few 
dayes after, continuing ill, died 3 And Mary Knight did, the 
ſ-rvant of Nathaniel Milner hereafter mentioned 3 We. fay , 
what ſhall make us to undergo all this cruelty,and that with 
cheerfulneſſe, which thou John Knight, and ſome of the reſt of 
thy brethren are preparing, and have prepared for us , have 
and are ready to execute upon ns (of which, asto the things 
already done, and the readineſle of yoxr hearts further to Þ 
this enſuing relation gives the particulars ) were it not for 


ſomething that i FPeortal , that is more then man, that bears 
% 


#s out ? 

We think you ſhould come into conſideration, and to ſen- 
fibleneſs, and that theſe things ſhould bring you to itz; And 
therefore it is, that we have thxs wrote for your welfare; We 
truly defire in the Lord, though you purſue oxr ruines , and 
that withont a cauſe, for which the Lora God will one day 
plead with yox, and let you know, that what we.have faid 
1s true. | | 

Is it the world think you that makes thus, how canthat 
do it, when this leads #s out of it, is it oxr country , Where- 


ned 
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ned out of it , 'is it ozr relations , wives, husbands, children, 
neighbours, kinsfolks, friends, acquaintance how'can it beſo, 
when you "take us from thew ? doth greatreſs in the world 
tempt #9? this very thing is that which doth diminiſh us; Is 
it honour and applauſe among men ? This makes vs a ſpeta- 
cle both to Angzls and wer : Dcth eaſe and pleaſure do it 2 
this takes. from #s o#r pleaſant things, and doth put us to 
ſojourn ( as it may prove) in deſolate wildernetles; Is it 
profit and advantage & this takes xs from oxr profits, and the 
places of the advantage allo of our eſtates and callings : 
Is it health £ what more hazardous thereunto, or more rea- 
ſonably likely to be deſtructive ,. then ſach a change of cl;- 
mate, and alterations of ſeaſons thereby, as by the Law yor 
may caſt us into. | 
Well, the Lord God eternal will plead with yox, who have 
put us upon theſe things, and with'thee John Knight in par- 
ticular : And thou and'thy judgment muſt then come to know 
for what thou haſt done from the hand of the Lord : But be- 
fore we proceed to ſpeak to thee any further in this matter, 
we mult lay before thee in particular, and bring back upon 
thee thy wickedneſſe thou haſt,done unto us, and then thon 
ſhalt hear ty judgment. y 
No ſooner was't encred into thine ear, but thy thoughts 
gave thee what tho wouldit do untoxs, and before thou 
{[epteſt that night, after hox waſt ſworne Major, didſt not 
thou expreſſe what #ho# would do unto xs? this being the 
opportunity ' thou longed(t for , wherein to be dealing with 
us , thou knowelt the work thou waſt driving on the year 
before, when (as hath been ſaid ) moderation, as to conſti- 
ence, ſat in the ſeat the government. Thou knowelt what 
endeayours thou uſed[t to ill-be-fpeak that wodcration to the 
Ccurt and what thor ſaidſt to one of the Kings Secretaries 
; ac 
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at Bath, as to us, and what be anſwered thee , when thou 
did({t put the queſtion (viz. We have' many Quakers in the 
City; What ſhall we do with the Enakers : Tt is the Kings 
pleaſure (thou knowlt he faid ) that they be proceeded withal, 
with gentleneſſe, and won with with love , or words to that 
purpoſe. And yet thox knowelt as not ſatished with tis, how 
thou ſpakeſt with 4izs. again about itz. and how the ſame 
anſwer thox received(t, thou ſhewing thereby what a mind 
thou haddeſt to be dealing with xs, even when'the govern- 
ment was not in thine hands, at leattto- reflect on thoſe that 
held thy, hands, ſomeof which were #het preſent, if fo be 
that a word had\ſlipped- out, of the; Secretaries mouth for 
that purpoſe. wh! 

And then after. thox, waſt 'Major,, how. ſoon thox did(t 
cauſe our peateable meetings, to be. viſited. after tho hadlt 
ſome enterchjnge:withſoine of theſe called ' Baptiſts, and 
Tndependants thon -knowelt 3 and what thou haſt done lince 
to 4s, which we are ew intending to ſet in order before 
thee, and wow heare what we have:to ſay to thee in this 
matter. | 
. To omit wary things that paſſed the ſeveral firſt daies of 
the the week after ty 4ir{t entrance into #5 Mayoralty , 
wherein the Offcers, ſometimes Civil, fometumes Military, 
ſometimes both came to oxr. meetings, and required xs to 
depart, yet meddling with non except Elinor:\Maxd, whom 
the M:rihal with Muſquetters had away 10. the grard,, but 
from thenee ſhe was diſmiſſed again: Thus compaſſing owr 
Gity like a dog (as the Pſa{mifſh ſpeaks, Pſal. 59. 6. and in 
the evening returning, and grudging, and not being ſatisfied, 
they return at evering (laith he.) they. make a noiſe like @ dog, 
and. go round about, the City, and at:evening let them return, 
and let them make anoiſe like a dog, and go round about the 
B 2 City, 
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City, ver.19. and ver.20. Let them wander up aud down for 
meat, and grudge if they be not. ſatisfied ; for he that holds 
the waters of the ſea in hisfZ, and comprehends the du? of 


the earth in a meaſure , and weigheth the wonntains in a bal- 


lance, who declareth to man his thoxghts , ſhewed his domi- | 


nion,, and how he could keep thee off, who had preſerved 
#s hitherto, and gave us not a prey into thy teeth. So that 
it was not when thox wouldeſt , nor as thou wouldeſt , but 
when he ſuffered, and as he pleaſed to let it be, was it that 
we weredelivered into th hands,” who could(ſt not, nor canſt 
do any thing to xs, but as thou receivedſt power from above; 
as be ſaid to Plate, whois gone before, in that day, when he 
ſaid unto him, Spcakeſt thou not unto me, knoweit thou not 
that IT have power to crucifie thee, and have power to re- 
leaſe thee ( Thou coulde$t have no power at all (faid he). a- 
gainſt me, except it was given thee from above, Joh.19.10,11. 
So the time being come wherein we vvere to-be tried , and 
thereby the vertue that is of him in #s to be made manifeſt, 
thou had(ſt power given thee, and not before to enter in upon 
5; and ſo on the 28. day of the ninth month,called November, 
being vvithin a day of full two-months after thox-vvaſt ſworn 
Mayor. Thox ſenteſt thy Officer John Jones the Lawyer,vvho 
vvith one of the Tomz Clerks ſervants, and ſome other Offi- 
cers and -Souldiers of the Alitia, - vvhich thou haddeſt got 
iato thine-afliſtance, came vvith ſwords and armesr upon a 
naked \eopley vvho make (and: their principle-is {0} »s re- 
{f{tance. '':Amdafterhe hadirequired'#s to depart, and taken 
the names of ſeveral of #s., he ſent to the Guard theſe , 
vvhoſe names follow, viz. Edward Pyott, Jeremy Hignel, 
John Gibbons, George Biſhopp, Thomas Morris, Lewis Rogers , 
Nehemiah Pool, Benjamin Cottle, Joſeph Jones, James Sterridge, 


George Oliver, John Spoore. + A 
Theſe 
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Theſe being brought tothe Guard, were continued there 
inthe wind and cold till about evening,and then Thomas W:al- 
ter, Lievtenant to Captain Adams (whole —_— then 
had the guard) came and acquainted them that thy ſelf, and 
the Depaty Lievtenants, who ſome of them that very night 
denyed that any ſuch thing was ordered by theme, had orde- 
red them to be ſent to Bridewel, ſo to Bridewelthey were 
brought a place of reproach, appointed for Rogues, and x0 
Priſon of the Kings) though they were pretended to be the 
Kings priſoners, though ſome of them were Citizens,and mer 
of quality therein. id 

Now it is to be noted, That Sheriff Streamer being Major 
of the Regiment, and ſo having command of the Guard, 
coming to the Guard and are ants who were brought 
thither, whereof one was hs near relation, vis. his Brother-: 
in-law, and his friend,viz. George Biſhopp, if ſo be his buſineſs 
was to have him up, and that that was the end of that dayes. 
;work; came not into the Guard (underſtanding him to be, 
if not ſeeing him there) but went bis way to tothe meeting- - 
houſe, and there in perſon diſmiſt the reſt, without making lo. : 
much as oxe a Priſoner. 

Which »»naturalneſs and bigh ingratitude' he learnt; zo | 
doubt, of thee, who (as the ſequel of #43: relation lignifies ). 
waſt well skilled in things of that nature, and 4s orders, (no - 
doubt) he received from thee, who as thy Buftoon or Martin- 
ape (asmen uſe toſay) moſt artificially followed the dictates - 
of thy mad and haſty ſpirit, who hadſt not (nor had he) 
learnt that moderation which the whole ſeries of tranſacti- 
ons in this generation (the moſt remakable of azy that. had 
been in the world.) vvould have taught thee, as vvould alſo 
the ſaying of him vvho- lives for ever, vvho is the Judge of 


all (viz) To do to others whatſoever you would ſhould be done © 
| | Un .- 


(14) 
"wto your-ſelves;, that is to ſay, when yox arein power, ſo 
vvanily to extend it, as that yow may live with yoxr Neigh- 
bours, and have their love when your power 1s gone, and 
gain the good. reputation of zzoderate men. For the yyheele 
turns round, and as the hiſtory of former ages have proved 
on this, 'Date obulum Beliſario, For Gods ſake give a half- 
penny to Beliſarius, comes to be the portion of many, which 
befel that great Captain Beliſarins, vvho in the dayes of Ju- 
ſtinian the Emperor, did ſo behave himſelf in Perſia, Afﬀerica 
_ and 7taly, that he had the hononr of this Ethgies on the 0- 
ther {ide of the Coir, vvith this inſcription, Gloria &* Ro- 
manorum decus, The Glory and Grace if the Romans. 

And of this yox vvanted not vvarning, if yox. would have 
taken heed, nor good Examples before you 3 but as it was 
ſaid in another caſe, ina wrong ſpirit, by Balack, to Balaam, 
may be ſaid truly of you, The Lord hath kept thee back frope 
honour, Numb. 24. 11. Or the infatuation of the Almighty, 
becauſe of zoxr luſt to oppreſſion, hath been ſo upon zox, 
that in yoxr day you have not known the things that Pang 
unto your peace, that is to ſay, you have not taken the courſe 
that wiſe zzex have ſteered in a// generations, upon the gui- 
dance'of #hezr obſervation of the revolutions of this World, 
iz. 10 to behave your ſelves whilſt ze are in Power (as hath 
been ſaid) asthat you may live in good reputation with your 
Neighbours vvhen you are out of it (that is to. lay) that you 
may be men when you have no power. And this let #4 ſay to 
yr all, whoare joyned together in ths perſecution of the in- 
nocent, if ſuch a hand had been carried toward you and this 
City in former dayes, as you have done in this, neither you 
had been fo, nor this City ; that is to ſay, neither had zox,nor 
this City been fo as at this day: And ſome of theme whom 


with ſo much deſpight and ignominy yox now rule Mts >= 
- been 


(893. 
been 7»ſirumental that you and the City have not been other- 
wiſe 3 and this is the requital you make of all that which 
hath ſought to, and hath ſaved yox, thus to do. 

But this your work will be your.ſhame 3 and the day 1s at 
hand wherein yox ſhall hear of it with both yoxr ears, that 
is toſay, the Lord will ſo work as that you ſhall fee both 
where you are, and what you have been doing, when repen- 
tance with ſome of you we fear may be too late, and the 
place of repentance you will not find, though yor ſeek it 
carefully with tears. 

But to proceed, for thox muſt throughly be dealt with ere 
this is finiſhed. | 

Having lodged the aforeſaid Priſoners at Bridewell;thenext 
morning thou hadſt theme to the Council houſe, the Keeper of 
Bridewell being ther leader 3 and having ſet guards of Mus- 
quetiers at the Tolzey door (contrary to Law, which 1s, that 
Courts of Juſtice and Proceedings at Law, be open) keeping 
out whom they pleaſed; thou ſaid(t to them, what came into 
thy mind. And though they in moderation told zhee,that they 
had done #9 new thing, but what they had many years before 
even ever lince they had been a people. And that experience 
had ſhewn in the greateſt revolutions that had been in this 
Nation, that they, and what they profeſled and did, was not 
inconſiſtent with the pxblique peace, but that they, and the 
peace of the place and Nation might be. And that what 
they did was not in obſtinacy and contempt, as thou wouldlt 
have rendred it, but in Conſcience to the Lord, whole wore 

ſhip was in Spirit 3 and he ſought ſuch to worſhip him, viz. i 
Spirit and in truth, Joh.4. And that their ſuffering Cheartul- 
ly whatſoever might be done to them in reference to. this 
thing, who had Fſtates, Relations, Families Callings, who 


knew (as yorr ſelves might judge) what it was to get andto | 
looſe. 
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looſe their Eſtates, Libertie, Conntries, did ſpeak that there 
was ſomething more init then of this world, that made them 
willing thus to offer it up. And though they told thee more- 
over, that as to Government they were not againſt, but did 
own the Second Table, as well as the Fr/z, = nr, Parents, 
Magiſtrates, &c. but alin the Lord; and that where they 
could, and not fin againſt the Lord, they were obedient; 
and where they could not, they did quietly ſuffer. And that 
ye had experience of them in ſuch things as they could do, 
that they rather went before yo# then otherwiſe. And though 
they asked thee what thon would have them to do, ſeeing 
their Conſcience was not ſatisfied > Suppoſe (ſaid they to 
thee) that we are miſtaken, which (faid they) we are not, 
but are certain of what we do, wouldſt thou have 4s to do 
that which our conſcienceis againſt, becauſe of what may 
be done to oxr bodies, before we are convinced of the Con- 
trary 2 Said not the Apoſtle, Happie is he that condemneth 
2:0t himſelf in the thing that he allows? Yet thou would(t 
not hearz and though thou pretended(t to a great deal of 
fairneſs at firſt, and that tho hadſt received a Letter from 
the Kings Conncil, giving thee direction to take np the Heads 
of #s, and ſecure the till the Aſzzes, unleſs they ſhould give 
Security for their appearance : And told that 

{| Kor ehis latter, there vyas the || New AG for Baniſhment, 
K and didſt bid Edward Pyott chuſe which he 
would have thee to proceed with 4»: againſt,either the Conn - 
cils Letter, or the ſaid At; yet thou puttelt hi» to the Oath 
of AhMegiance ; though when thou putted(t the queſtion, he 
ſaid, there is the mercy of the Law, and the Aigoxr of the 
Law before thee, if we mult chuſe, let us have the wercie of 
the Law ; - thou faidſt vve ſhould have the mercie of the Law, 
he told thee, That thy fruits would make it manifeit, being 
| ſenſible 
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ſenſible of thy deceit. And this was the mercie of the Lam, 
or that which tho mighteſt think t90 wnch mercie, viz. the 
ſeveritie of the Law, or rather the ſeveritie which the Law 
doth not require 3 for that Law was made for Papiſts, and 
ſo we are not the people which that Law intends (as Edward 
Pyott told thee) which is thy mercy 3 and theſe thy fruits 
made thee manifeſt : And fo thox didſt commit him (though 
a free-man of the Citie, whom thou wouldſt make a ſtranger 
becauſe he lived within a vile without it) and George 0l;- 
ver, John Gibbins, James Sturridge, Thomas Morris, Jahn 
Spoore, Benjamin Cottle, and Nehemiah Poole, becauſe ſtran- 
gers, for being at an Unlawful meeting, and for not taking 
the Oath of Alegiance, andfor refuſing to find Sureties to be of 
the good bahaviour, for which thou ſignedſt the Warrazt, 
(and with thee John Lock, Nathaniel Cale, and John Law- 
ford, )who were ſent to-Newgate, and the other five that were 
of the City (viz.) George Biſhopp, Jeremiah Hignell, John 
Summers, Joſeph Jones, and Lewis Rogers, thau diſmiſſed 
upon their promiſe of appearance at Seſſzor 3 ſo the firſt eight 
were detained in Newgate until rhe fifth of the tenth moneth 
following, who were ther ſet at liberty by thee , upon the 
promiſe of two of their friends that were of the Citie, becauſe 
they dwelt without the limit thereof, that at Seſſions they 
ſhould appear. | 

Thws far matters proceeded at that time: Yet thou waſt 
not ſatisfied, but as a man reſtleſs to accompliſh the end, 
thou hadſt determined, viz. therooting of #4, andthe gene- 
ration of xs, out of this City, we, oxr families and Relati- 
05, who (as hath been ſaid) are no inconſiderable compan 
of men therein, asis well known to the Cztze, thou didſt wor 
with the Deputies Lientenants, what with Arguments, what 
with Threatnigs to repreſent them to the King as perſons 
not 
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aor well affected to his attairs, if they would not afſliſt thee ; 
and vvith them did(t prevail to come down the next fr day 
of the week, viz.the 6th of the 10th moneth, vvith the Sheriff 
tothe meeting, vvhich vvas thex before the doorof their ow 
hired houſe, being kept out of their own hired houſe by Armed 
men. Butthe Do Lievtenants betng men of more m0. 
deration, ſeeing no matter for their arms to work on, after 
they had ſent ſome few to Bridewel/, and ſome ethers to the 
Court of Guard, to ſee thereby how they might atte&t the 
reſt, came away, making »o farther manner of proceeding 
in the caſe, then to ſet thoſe on the.Guard and at Bridewel at 
liberty. | 

= indeed it was a thing prepoſterous and contrary to 
reaſon, as it was againſt Law, that armed men in times of 
peace, ſhould take upon them, or ſuffer themſelves by thee to 
be over-ruled, to execute. the parts of Civil officers, in the 
execution of the Law ( ſuppoſe there had been the breach 
of azy law which yet is not granted, except of what was old 
and obſolete) when the Civit themſelves might well accom- 
pliſh it, eſpecially on a people who one of the Officers might 
as welklead, as a Kegimert (that is to ſay) would make no 
reliſtance. . For the times of peace differ, things. in-caſes of 
thatnature, according to the ol4 maxime, Cedant. Ara: to- 
ge, Let Arms give place to the Gown, that is, to the Civil ad- 
miniſtration of the Law 3 for Arms are not things natural to 

Law, but where the.execntion of Eaw, by the hand of the 
ordinary Officer is weak, and cannot be by reaſon of Armed 
inſurrettions or deſigns of War,there arms.are levied and made 
uſe of as.things extraordinary, as poiſor in Phyſick,to.cut off 
that exuberance, that ſothe body be-not hazarded, that the 

whole part be not endangered, according to thats faying of 
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the Poct, Cunia prix tentanda, ſed imedicabile vulnws, enſe 
recidendum eſt, ne pars ſincera trahatur ; (that is,) 44 things 
are firſt to be tryed, but an incurable wound muſt be cut off 
with the ſword, leaſt the ſonnd part be infeed. Thus accor- 
ding to your Law. 

But this thox didſt not do, for (as hath been ſaid, there 
was no need of Arms againſt thew who had none, whom oze 
Officer might order as well as a thouſand, as thine own pra- 
Qice mentioned in the enſuing relation hath made good, and 
which is a reproof, viz. what thou haſt done in the caſe to thy 
(elf. And was it not a thing «bominable, that thou ſhouldlt 
let the Citizens in Arms, to pull their peaceable fellow Citt- 
zens from their peaceable meetings, waiting on the Lord, in* 
to m_—_ and ſo to ruine (asit might fall out) by the ten* 
der of the Oath of Alegiancez and the proſecution of the pe- 
nalty on thezz that could not ſwear, vvhich Oath was not 
ade for ſuch. For when it vvas made; there was none that 
could not ſwear at all : But for the Papiſtsit vvas made,that 
_ could ſwear, but would not ſwear Alegiance to the King» 
holding the Pope Supreme, as the preamble of the AF, and the 
whole reaſon of it leadsand ſhews. oo 

Now if thou ſtumbleſt at this word peaceable, and peace- 
able meeting, lo itis, and vvill ſtand for ever, and the Lord 
knows it, who will one day plead for ##, and render unto 
thee according to thy deeds; and this their Neighbours were 
well ſatisfied in, who when occaſion preſented, cleared them 
of any thing to the contrary more then oxce or twice, when 
thou hadit them Jurors, that js to ſay, of meeting withforce 
and arms, or of being a terror tothe people, notwithſtanding 
thou induſtrioufly ſought to, and wonldſt have had it other- 
vviſe: And for this purpoſe beſpakeſt ſome of the men con- 
cerned thy ſelf, not like a righteous Judge or Magiſtrate, and 
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contrary to the Law of the Land, vvhich is, That zo man 

be a proſecutour and a Judge. But of this more hereaf- 
ter. 

Moreover, vvas it not a thing moſt unreafonable, that 
Arms ſhould be required for a people to find, and they to be 
impriſoned for not ſo doing 3 and to be fined, and diſtreſles 
to be taken for that purpoſe, vyhoſe principles not to fight, 
vvho cannot doit in defence of themſelves, cannot reſiſt evil 
becauſe of him that hath faid, 7 ſay anto you, reſiit not evil, 
but if the enemy ſmite thee on the one cheek, turn the other. 
Thoſe arms allo being made uſe of to keep them out of their 
own hired houſe, and to break their meetings wajting upon 
the Lord; and to keep them in priſon, as well as to brin 
them thither, for their Conſciences in Worſhipping the Lord 
. and diſcharging a good conſcience towards hz». And here 
boyes and otheis, whom one would ſcorne to put vvith the 
Dogs of ones flock, were ſet over them and our Aeet- 
OT, 

"Laſtly, Was it not a ſhame, as vvell as a very heavy bur- 
den, that ſuch a weekly charge as the Mzlitia ſhould be held 
on the City, for no other end, as hath yet appeared, but the 
diſturbing of us (and other people) as to the Woſlhip of 
God 


Well, thus far thox didſt proceed, and tha it was, but 
to little purpoſe 3 for tho madeſt the City as weary as thy 
ſelf; vvho beganto think vvhat vvould be the end of theſe 
things, and to what pals the City in a ſort time would come, 
being tas ſet, the ze part of it againſt the orber, pulling and 
endeavouring to root ove the ether out of itz even that part 
who were peaceable and a good example in it. And that 
this ſhould be by thoſe who were in the ſeat of Government ; 
fur faid not be who is Lord of all, A kingdom divided againſt 

it 
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ft ſelf cannot fland. And then how could it poſſzbly be we{/ 
with Brifto#/ when oze part was turned. again(t” the other, as 
aforeſaid ? It may be told thec,that it put the greateſt thoughts 
of heart into the ſcber part thereof that hath been in the City, 
a City turning upſide 7 au and thoſe in the ſeat of Govern 
ment bearing againſt that part thereof which was to be che. 
riſhed, which was to be »pheld. This is a lamentation, and 
{hall be for a /amentation. 

But thou mr ifled(t in that thine attempt that day, yet thou 
wouldeſt not give over, but fury roſe up in thee, like one who 
having ſome notable enterprize in deſig/r, with which to bes 
ſpeak, or to raiſe up himſelf, miſting in his firſt attempt, is led 

orth with more vigor toaccomplith in the zext, ſo thox fur- 
charged with —_ and arger,did(t breath forth at theTolzey, 
and threaten what thou wouldeſt do the ne»t day to ſuch 
and ſech, if they were at the meeting; and that thou would(t 
have them up, and gavelt order for that purpoſe 3 and much 
paſled thee there, what thou wouldeſt do unto us. 

So the ext day coming, being the thirteenth of the tenth - 
month,and the firſt day of the week, thou didſt cauſe themeet- 
ing houſe door to be kept faſt with armed men , ſome of John 
Hicks his company. And ſo the meeting came to be in the 
ſtreet , and there about the ſecond houre in the afternoor , 
Captain Hicks (a man as induſtrious as thy ſelf in theſe things, 
and as full of. »iſchief againſt his quiet neighbours ) came. 
down with a freſ guard , relieves thexe that were there be- 
fore. And finding the men thou had(t threatned fo, and took 
order about, viz. George Biſhop and Edward Pyot, for they 
were not afhamed to be found there, in their teſtimony to the 
Lord, though they knew of thy order, notwithſtanding all was - 
ſtill, and not a word ſpoken, he led them away to the guard, 
and tw: ve more, the names of all are as followeth , Fdward . 
Pyot, 
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'Pyor, JohaWithers, Lewis Rogers, George Biſhop , Nathanael 


Day, George Gough, Thomas Goldney, John Summers, Johns 
Pickering, John Saunders, John Spoore, Thomas North, Natha- 
nael Milner, Henry Sutton. 

Herry Sutton was diſcharged, being an axczent man; but 
the reſt were had to Bridewel, with a guard, as if ſo be they 
had been ſome notable offendors. .And the worſt of men , 
and of moi? debauched reputation, to which place ( after 
they had been ſometime before on the guard) Captain Hicks 
committed them , ſo they were brought to Bridewel; and 
there Todged ſome of them the "Org time; as if otherwiſe 
you knew not how to murder their reputation, who were men 
of good reputation, who willingly went out of the Camp, 
bearing his reproach, who ſuffered without the gate 3 And 
ſo good report and evil report was alike tothem jntheir te- 
ſtimony to the Lord, which they had learnt to go through, as 
did the Apoitles, and followers of Jeſws , who were count® 
ed as deceivers, and yet true, who had here (as is our caſe) 
no continuing City, but looked for one to come, as he did 
who went before, who that he might ſandtife the people with 
his own blood , ſuffered without the gate, Wherefore Jeſus 
alſo (ſaid the Apoſtle, Heb.13.12,13.) that he might ſandi- 


fie the people with his own blood, ſuffered without the gate 5 lit - 


#4 therefore go forth unto him without the Camp , bearing his 
reproach, for we have here no continuing City , concerning 
whom when he ſuffered ſome then ſaid , he was a jui man, 
ſome a deceiver 3 And the Apoſtle ſpeaking to the Hebrews 
of the Patriarchs, and thoſe that went before them in that 
day ſaid, they "_ that they were ſtrangers , Heb. 11. 
13,14,15,16. and Pilgrims on the earth, for ſaid he of them, 
and we may ſay it now of our ſelves in this day, They that ſay 
ach things declare plainly (and fo do we) that they ſeek a 


country 
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country, and truly if they had been mindful of that country * 
from whence they came ont, they might have had (and fo have 
we) opportunity to have returned , but now they deſire (and 
we do theſame) a better Country, we ſpeak of that which is 
ſpiritual, which is heavenly, wherefore God (faith he) is not 
aſhamed to be called their God, and he will not be aſhamed to 
be called oxrs, for he hathprepared for them a Citz, and as 
Paul (aid to the Corinthians, fo may we, I think, (faith he) 
that God hath ſet us (and we may ſay the fame) the Apoſtles 
laſt as a ſpe&acle (lo arewe) to.God, Angels, and men, and as 
Jeſus himſelf ſaid, John 16.1,2,3. fo we finde fulfilled theſe 
things have I ſpoken unto. you ( and what he ſpake unto his 
Diſciples then, he ſpake unto all that ſhould believe. in 4s 
name, that ye ſhould not be offended, they ſhall put you out of 
the Synagogues. Yea the time cometh, that whoſoever kil- 
leth you (a true word of thee ) ſhall: think that. he doth God 
good ſervice. And .theſe things will they do unto you .( ſaith 
; he) becanſe they have not known the father nor me. Bleſſed 
are ye (faith be) when men ſhall revile you (our calc) ard per- 
ſecute you (as you do us:) for my ſake , and ſhall ſay all marmer 
of evil againſt you faſly,(as they do ob us for my: lake) rejoyee 
(our condition) and be exceeding glad (and it isfoto us) for 
great is your reward (we (hall have the ſame) 7 heaven , for 
ſo perſecuted they (as you dow) the Prophets that were be- 
fore you, Mat.5.11,12. l | 
And this is manifeſt; for if you pleated you could have com- 
mitted them as well to Nemgate, as to Bridewel; or you 
could have lodged them ap ſoa place, near your guard'; or 
you could have difmilled thezz till the morrow , who would 
have appeared but you thought to hurt them, which you 
could riot do, forthey had: learned anotherthing, (wiz. tobe 
content in.all conditions; ) and this is. thejr Crown, and will 
| be- 
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be their Honour, that they ſuffer for the truth, as it isin Jeſus, 
and this we tell thee John Knight, that their memorial will be 
bleſſed , and of a good favour in Ergland, when thou and thy 
name ſhall rot, whoſe name is rottex already, who art the 

ench of the City; and of thoſe who are neere it, who truly 
underſtand thee, who ſhalt have thy portion according to thy 
deeds. 

Thus having pute them in Bridewel, one night thox atteſt 
in councel about them the zext day, and at thetime of fu 
Tolzey,thou muſt have them before thee, And John Waldron 
the Keeper muſt lead them as in tri#wph, and before ze they 
muſt be brought in a cloſe Chamber, and all people muſt be 
kept out, except ſuch as you ens And what were of 
your own Spirit, that ſo what paſſed, as to the making out of 
their innocency might not be heard 3 and tothe priſe they 
muſt be ſent as Offerdors in the face of the City, and be 
reckoned as tranſgreſſors, and ſome horrible ones too, that 
that which paſſed concerning them, was kept ſo ſecret , asin 
a Chamber, and that thoſe who ought to have been ſuffered 
to come in tobe ſatisfied in the cauſe of their commitment 
were kept out ; Now Coxrts of Juſtice ſhould .be-. open , 
vvhich yours vvas not, vyhich is ſecret murder, vvhich is 
abominable to the Law, vvhiclr provides that proceedings 
be publick, vvhich you ſeek to ſubveit. And therein that 
vvhich is the fundamental Law of this Nation, for which 
you may have a day to anſwer, vyherein you vvill know, vvhat 
you have done,though now you vvill not- hear (ſuppoſing its 
hike) that yox will never be brought to an account , but we 
vvould not have ox to be deceived, as you have ſowne, ſc 
ze ſhall reap. -- 

Well, this day thou beganeſt vvith Edward Pzot, and 
ſpakeſt many ſmooth vvords, telling of the duty of thy place, 
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and the Councels Letter to thee, and the execxtion of the 
Law, and vvhat vvas required of thee-in a/lvvithout, having 
regard to yvhat concerned the duty of thy place, as fromthe 
Lord; but as if there had been a neceſlity for thee to pour 
cute and force us to ſuffer, ſo thox yventelt on, to. which Ed- 
ward Pyot anſwered thee on this vviſe. - As I vyell under- 
ſtand the place of theme that vvere to obey , ſo-I: have an 
underſtanding alſo of the place of Mapſprates as they are 
the ordinance of God 3, you that are in the places of Magi- 
ſtrates, ought to mind the Lord as your ſupreme Lord, and 
over a// im the government: of the world, ' unto whom RKxlers 
themſelves, as well as the ruled, muſt give'an account. and 
therefore in the execution of the laws,” and adminiſtration of 
Jaitice, you are to have a dxe regard to the Lord, and to his 
laws, and to dothe Juſtice thatis of him, for Magiſtrates by 
the appointment, of God are to execnte-in their ſeveral places 
of Judicatory, as God: miniſters, and not as their own Lords, 
nor as Lords of their own rule; but in the fear of the Lord, 
they, as Gods Miniſters, are torule for God, and not for them- 
ſelves, nor after their own wills and pleaſures, but according 
to the righteous law of God, in the juſt and equal principle 
that is of God in their Conſciences, that the Juſtice that is of 
God, and righteow Judgment by Magiſtrates, as Gods Mini- 
ſters, may be impartially adminiſtred, for ite panjtenges of evil 
doers onely, and for the praiſe, of them that do well, that God 
over all may reign,. and by,a/! be known to rule in the king- 
domes of men 3 and after ſome interruption, as he could have 
liberty, he ſpake to this purpoſe : We being found in owr in- 
rocent and peaceable meetings, onely in the worſhip of our 
God, and of the-number of well-doers, whatever laws may 
be made again(t xs by men, yet according to the law and Ju- 
itice of God, we ought not for our well doing to be puniſhed 
[ as 
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as evil doers : take heed therefore what you do, that you be 
not 4 terrour #8 good works. Now when thou walt not able to 
reſiſt what in truth and ſoberneſs was ſpoken to thee, though 
thou haddeſt before told b:#v, that thou wouldeſt make uſe of 
the wwercyof the law, yet that thou mighteſt make hiv a tranf- 
M_ by law, who had told thee before that he could not 
ear, thox, without mercy, diddeſt again tender to hin and 
John Spoore the oath of allegiance, ſaying, thou wonldeſt diſ- 
patch him firſt, otherwiſe thou ſhouldeſt not quietly proceed with 
the reſt, ſo thy fruits ſhewed what thy mercy was, as he then 
told thee: and to Newgate thou ſenteſt him and John Spoor, 
for being at an unlawful meeting, -and for refuſing to take the 
eath of allegeance, and for not finding ſureties for the good 
behaviour, as is contained in their mittimas, for tothe oath of 
allegeance thon didſ{t put thexr again, though they could not 
ſwear at all, in conſcience'tothe command of Chriſt, who ſaith, 
I ſay unto you, ſwear not at at, not as to the matterofthe oath, 
which was for Papiſts and not them; and this was thy mercy 
(as hath been faid) to ſeek out wayes how to make them to 
fuffer, though thox pretended(t to the contrary. And #hzs 
warrant was{igned John Knight Mayor, John Lock, Nathaniel 
Cale, John Lawford, and it was dated 14th Dec. 1663, 

Now as Edward Pyot was paſſing to Newgate through the 
Tolzey, and ſeeing there many people, and ſome that were 
wiſe and ſober men, and finding ſomething ariſing in hime 
towards them to ſpeak in referenceto the matter,upon which 
he was committed, ſaid, 7 have ſomething reaſonably to ſpeak 
tO you, as to men of underitanding ; We that are called £x4a- 
kers, do own our ſelvesto be ſubject to Magiſtracy in a/thoſe 
matters and things which concern owr outward man, but as 


for.our inward man, we own that to be the Lords onely, and 
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not at all to be the ſervant of men; and-asfor that Scri 
which faith, let every ſoul be ſubje# to the higher power, we 
own its auth rity,but that it doth nog zequire the ſubjeftion of 
the izward man, in the matters of conſcience, which relates 
the worſhip of God, 7 offer,this is as a reaſonable demonſtration, 
which is, that if #43s Scripture enjoyned the fubjeftion and 
obedience of the izward manin the matters of Conſcience, re- 
lating to the worſhip of God, if the then Emperoxr of Rome, 
(who was a Heather, and a worſhipper of falſe gods) had 
made an Edi& to inforce the primitive Chriſtians trom zheir 
Chriſtian werſhip ( which was in ſpiri#, according to the Do- 
Grine of Chri#?, Joh. 4.) and for them to worſhip as be and 
the Heathen Romans worſhipped, they- muſt then of nec 

have been ſubject ( which is ridiculoxs to affirm ) for the 
Chriſtians to wh his Epiſtle was written, were Romans. 
And as to their outward man, they were under the power 
and government of the Emperony of Rome : and therefore it 
muſt needs follow that the ſabje&io# and obedience required 
in this Scripture, is onely in things relating to the outward man, 
and not at all of the ſubjeQtionof the inward man inthe things 
relating to the worſhip of God. 

So ſaid Edward Pyo1, but as he had ſpoken theſe laſt words, 
Captain Ollive being then at the Tolzey, came and rudely took 
him by the ſhoulder, and would not ſuffer 4ize to ſpeak any 
more, but cauſed him to be had to Newgate, to the offence 


of ſeveral ſober men preſent, and men of quality, who (ſome 


of them )) after Edward Pot was gone, ſpake to him about it, 
asdiſliking the thing, that 2 for their conſciences ſhould 
not be fafſered toſpeak, or that wen ſhould ſuffer for their 
Conſciences, which he and every man would willingly for 
himſelf enjoy 3 but herein þ2 ſhewed himſelf rather a man 
mace up of formality and 4s anthority of the times, than of 
) 2 true 
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true wiſdome and moderation, fo to deal with one that he 


knew wasa ##an, and his antient acquaintance, and that had: 


been a Captain in the Cigy, | 
Then George Biſhop, and Lewis Rogers, were committed 
or being at an unlawful meeting, nnder pretence of divine wor- 
ſhip,and for refuſing to diffolve being thereunto lawfully required, 
and for not finding ſureties for the good behaviour z Dated the 
ſame day, and figned by thy ſelf, and the reſt that ſigned the 
warrant aforeſaid, though they were all takenup in the ſtreet, 
near to, and at the door of ozr meeting houſe, where af were 
ftill, and not oxe word ſpoken, nor action done, onely they, 
with ſoxee others of their friends, were there ſtanding, and 
then Captain Hicks ſpake to them to depart 3 they refuſed 
not, but preſently went with the Officers, in a manner as 
ſoon as Captain Hicks had faintly made the Proclamation for 
that purpoſe. 
As for Thomas Goldney and thereſt, except Nathaniel Mil- 
zer, who being not in the Lzif of the Priſoners kept at Bride- 


well, was not there kept, you required them to appearon the - 


fourth day of that week, upon the account of Burgeſles of 
the City, who appearing, zox bad to go home about their 
occaſions, ſo there was an end. And why not Edward Pyot 
and George Biſhop, as well as they, ſeeing they were Citizens ? 
and why not Lewis Rogers, ſeeing he was the apprentice of a 
freeman, and that his Maſters family rs upon his la- 
bour in part, for maintenance, againſt whom tho had(t no- 
thing to ſay, whoſe name is Joſeph Owen? Was it not hard 
meaſure in thee to make the maſter ſuffer for the ſervant, yea, 
the maſter and not the ſervant, for the ſervant was thereby 
kept from work, and ſo would not ſuffer, but they would ſut- 
fer whoſe maintenance in part came in by his work, as thou 


walt told > And becauſe thoz wait fo told in moderation and 
meek- 
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meekneſs by one of the Priſoners, thow tookeſt the Statute 
book, and demanded of h:»e, who ſo ſpake to thee; whether 
he would take the Oath of Alegiance (the uſual manner of 
thy Predeceſlors in the dayes of Queen Mary). who when 
they knew not what to fay againſt a man, or what was ſpo- 
ken preſently, it was demanded, What ſay you to the S4* 
crament of the Altar 2 as the book, of Martyrs mentions. He. 
who ſpake to th:e was George Biſhep, who demanded . there- 
upon of thee, whether what he had ſaid was fo offenſive, as 
that it deſerved the tendring of 4;m the Oath? but thou 
would(ſt not give over tendring it notwithſtanding, till he 
told you that you knew he could not ſwear, vyho before he 
ſpake in this matter of tenderneſs and equity had not the Oath 
put to him. ; 

And now let a/ that are ſober judge, whether what ,he 
ſpake was not reaſonable, and that which ſhbuld have been 
taken well at your hands, to wit, to inform how the zratter 
{tgod with the young mar, that ſo you might not do any 
wrong through miſtakes or ignorance, which (though he did 
a$ aforefaid) with a/ meekneſs and moderation, yet with 
you it boxeno other weight then to be ſo returned. So you - 
have the Oath of Alegiance upon all efſayes as a weapon in - 
your hand at this day, to uſe to them that you know in Cor- 


ſcience cannot ſwear, as they had in the Marian, which you 


exerciſe at pleaſure upon the innocent, when you have nothing 
elſe to ſay, or when what is ſaid doth not like you, as they 


did then, who thus carried it againſt the zzocezt, as it is by you -- 
" at this day. 


So ye be witneſles unto yoxr ſelves, that ye are the children - 
of theme that put .to death the Martyrs, hill ze up then the. 
meaſure of your fathers, that all the righteous blood ſhed up- 


on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel, unto the 
blood”. 
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\. blood of Zacharias ſon of Barachias, who you ſew between 
the Temple and the Altar, and that hath been ſhed fince 
may come upon yox, and verily it ſhall fall on this gene- 
ration. t 

And why could not Johr Spoore have been ſent home alſo, 
he being a poor man, and living in the Conrtrey near, and 
having a family depending upon 47s liberty, for his mainte- 
nance. One would think thou mighteſt have left the ſtra- 
gers to their own Neighbour Juſtices to deal with them, who 
knew them, ſeeing the Law 1s gezeral © 

And why not a// of then ſent home as well as ſome, for as 
much as a/ were at the ſame place, and ſtayed as long or 
longer then they, and did noother thing but what the others 
had done, vyhom thou hadſt ſent to Newgate, as afore- 
ſaid ? 

If thou ſayeſt Edward Pyott lived not in the City, though 
he was a Burgeſs, it is anſwered, hs living is very near, as a- 
foreſaid. And *tis ſtrange that a miles diſtance ſhould ſet hire 
altogether from being- conſidered as a Burgeſs in this particu- 
lar, who removed there only for the aire, when as in other 
things you will deal with hizz as a Burgef; and with George 
Biſhopp you dealt the ſame as to impriſonment, vvho vvas a 
Burgeſs, and lived in the Cty, and vvas born in it, who had 
done more for yox and the City, then is here intended to be 
related, though in recomperce, and as a token of your love you 
made him the ozly zzhabiting Citizen priſoner, as Alderman 
Cale then obſerved to you. 

If thor ſayelt they vvere taken up a week or two before, 
and ſet at liberty; and zow were had in Cuſtody again : It” 
is anſwered, the reſt yvere in the ſa-e places, and at the ſame 
time preſent, .and yet zeither impriſoned wor ſo dealt 
vvith. . 

I 
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If thou replielt, it was to make them Examples, being ac-" 
counted as /eading men, and as heads (as you call them) Alas, 
how are ye befooled, vvhen as daily experience proves, that 
thoſe people have a head and leader in them, whom none 
of theſe things thou haſt debized and uſed (take in this to 
the number) hath deterred from, but rather brought to 
meetings. And herein you have honoured thexe though againſt 
Jour wills, in accounting them, by your proceedings, Leaders 
and Heads of ſuch a people, who ſtand to, and teſtifie the 
dominion that is Eternal over the Conſciences of men 1n mat- 
ters of Worſhip, vvhich the »ſiwrpation of man would ſtand 
over, and this is their honour. And this record ſhall bear * 
it for them to all generations, vyhen you are goneand laid in : 
your duſt, who have perſecuted them: for bearing teſtimony * 
to bis. dominion in the Conſcience, who is Lord of af, a- 
ou the »ſarpation of you and a men, which as hath been . 
| aid, ſhall ſtand by theaz for ever and ever. 

Wy And theſe things are fpoken to the intent that it may ap--- 
pear that your proceedings are partial, and. not out of Con - 
ſcience, though thou John Knight doſt ſo loudly boaſt, that 
what thou doſt is out of Conſcience (of which wore anon) ' 
and therefore jt is that thou thus proceedeſt. 

We know thou wilt pretend that thou hadſt directions + 
from the Kizgs Council ſo to proceed, which thou didſft pro- - - 
duce, when they vvere firſs before thee, as hath been be- 
fore mentioned, which gave thee orders (as thow read it) to 
keep them in priſon till the xext Goale delivery, it they would | 
| not find ſureties. to appear, or to that purpoſe; and there- - 
p upon thor biddeſt them chuſe whether hey would be ſo pro- - 
ceeded againſt, or on the /ate Att, whoſe end was Baniſh- 
ment 3 and then did{t ſhew ſome of tex thy mercy in ten- - 


dring them the Oath of Alegiance, and .committing them for 
that . 
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that they could not ſwear, as hath been ſaid. 

But this Fig-leaf will ot cover thee, for who was he that 
Wroteup to Whiteha//, and gave the Conncel to underſtand 
otherwiſe of the City and us then it was? And inſinuated 
dangers that were not, and drew over them and the City 
ſuch an underſtanding as neither they nor the City did diſcern, 
and then produced the Conncils Letter upon ſuch ſuggeſtions; 
thou ſhould(t have ſhewn that, and have ingeniouſly confeſſed 
that thox wroteſt ſuch a Letter (for thou mightſt well con- 
clude that we might come to know it) and that becauſe 
thou thy ſelf wouldeſt not ſeem to bring the r#ize upon them, 
and fo the deſtruction on the City, which thox hadeſt in thy 
heart, therefore thou haſt done this, and haſt laid it upon 
the Conncil, and ſo haſt abuſed the Conncil, as thou baſt 
wronged us. Thishad been ſomething, bare fac'd, andlike 
a plain man, at leaſt like oze that was ſo ſatisfied, and in 
love with his own aCtions, that he dares to avow them before 
the world; and not as onethat doth iſchief, and. ther Vinks 
into a corner. Indeed the Conncil (as hath been ſaid) could 
not be expected otherwiſe to dire&t (being ſworn to attend 
the ſafty of the Kingdome) upon ſuch ſuggeſtions, that ſuch 
a City as Briſtol, and ſo to England as Briſtol 1s, was in 
ſach danger, and that by ſach a people as we, and owr meet- 
ings, which in zo more danger was, nor is, nor will be, as to 
#2, and our mectings, then of children in their beds aCeep 
(as thou walſt told) nor deſerving ſuch ſuggeſtions. How 
could the Conncil anſwer the not fending ſuch direCtions 
upon ſ#ch informations as theſe * But as for the King, thou 
knevveſt his mind. at Bath by his Secretary, as aforeſaid, 
and his good aſped of this place vvhen HimjeIf vvas lately 
in it 3 andno hand of Hzs yyas to the Letter. 

So that it appears, that through thine own miſchievous 
ſug- 
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ſuggeſtions it was, that,Bri#ol came to be had in diſtepute, 
and that /ach an innocent people therein came to ſuffer, which 
thou vvould(t need cover with a neceſſity from the Council, 
and their order, which thy ſuggeſtions procured. 

It could here be reckoned up vvhat heaps of Informations 

thou mounted(ſt up againſt diverſe eminent men inthe City, 
that had been, and vvere Magiltrates, becauſe they had be- 
fore thy day held moderation in the Government, as to con- 
ſcience (as hath been faid) and others, whoſe crime (as thox 
didſt endeavour to make it) was becauſe they came to vilir 
thoſe whom thou hadſt made Priſoners, of vyvhom they were 
near relations, as Brother in-law, Uncle, &-c. Partners in 
Merchandizing, as to which they had bulineſs; and how en- 
raged thou walt at- the gezeral applauſe of the ſober part of 
the City with the Priſoxers and Cities deteſtation of thee,and 
what thou did(t to #5, which (ther viſits) thou laidſt as the 
ground of thine Informations3. and ſo, becauſe they were thy 
Priſoners, . thox vvouldſt not have them (though the Law al- 
lowed it) to be viſited, and this upon the foot of vyhat hath 
been mentioned 3 but becauſe this was ſomewhat after in 
order of time produced, though ow indelign and prepara- 
tion, it ſhall be in #hzs place omitted, and a return made 
to our ſtate, as -it was vyhen thou madeſt them Priſo- 
ners. 

Much was the Love of the City manifeſted tothe Priſoners, 
even beyond the preſident of former dayes, and continual vi- 
ſits were to them, and as Doves flock to the windows,ſo came 
they to ſee them, manitelting their great diſguſt of thee for 
doing as thou had(t to us3 and not a day paſled without ſome 
maniteſtation of their /oze. And yvhereas thox did(t ſeek by 
what thou hadſt done, to cool the eſteeme of the City to-us, 
and to bring us under, 't aroſe the wore abundantly, 
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and fo the wore thou didſt perſecute #9, the more we grew, 
ſo that thox loſt onevery hand the love of the people, becauſe 
thou perſecutedſt the innocent, and thy deſign to decreaſe 
them, which vvas the intent of thy perſecution. Therefore 
leaſt thou ſhould(ſt altogether miſcarry, and ſo on no hand be 
ſaved, one of the Priſoners being moved of the Lord, thus 
wrote and ſent unto thee - 


-—_— — — —_— 


Friend, 

VV V" are innocent, as to God, to Men, to Thee, we 
live in all good Conſcience, giving no juſt occaſion 

of offence to any; the King, thy Self, the Government are 
ſafe in Us 3 we deſire your welfare, God is witneſs, our meet- 
ings are in obedience to the Lord, and not in any oppſition un- 
to you, the Law or Government, the ſearcher of the heart knows 
it is truth, who will render unto every man according to his 
deeds, our refuſing to ſwear, is in obedience to the Lord, be- 
cauſe the Law of him we cannot tranſgreſs our behaviour 
hath been in the fear of the Lord, and no other thing have you 
had from us 5 our converſation hath been blameleſs, as amongſt 
men, and we are clear, as in the ſight of the Lord; we have 
z20t been an oppreſſton to this City, nor the Nation, nor to any 
particular therein, but what in us lies we have had peace 
with all men, and we deſire the deſtruition of none, but the 
ſalvation of all, even our enemies, whom we pray for, whom 
we bleſs, whom we love 5 we cannot reſiſt evil, becauſe of him 
that hath ſaid, Refiſt not evil. Fe are in Peace,and we would 
be in peace ; times have tried us, revolutions, great revoluti- 
ons, the greateſt revolutions this Nation hath had, have pro- 
ved us a people not dangerows to Government, nar to the peace 


an! ſafety of this place. Tou have had no hurt from us, we 
bave 


— —_ «_ . woo 0 "0 Y " "i 


(35) p- 
bave done you no hurt, God is witneſs, and that of kim in your 
Conſciences, which ſhall one day\witneſs for us in you, that it 
is ſo whether you will or no; we are ready to be offered up as 
to all we have or are, in the teſtimony of the Lord, and the do- 
minion of him in our Conſciences, which we capno# give nor 
bow to man that muſt dye, nor to the ſon of man that muſt pe= 
riſh and come to nought, whole breath is 1n his noſtrils ; and 
wherein js he to be accounted of * In other things (as we can 
in conſcience to God) we are ſubjeF, of which you your a 
are witneſſes, doing more then you have expeted at onr hands, 
in ſome things, as you know we are a conſiderable body of peo= 
ple in this City, we, our families, our relations, our eſtates 3 
we are of the City, and in the City, and inhabitants thereof, 
and enterwoven are we therein, and with the people thereof 
as a mans fleſh is in his body, and his ſpirit in his fleſh, the ſee 
paration of ws from the City will prove, as of a mans fleſh from 
his body, and his ſpirit from his fleſh, when you have- liberty 
to doit from above ( for you can do nothing at all to ws, but as 
you have power from above) you will ſee it, the day of Gods 
vengeance is at hand, wherein he will render to every man 
according to his deeds, the Lords controverſie is with all thoſe 
who oppugne: his. dominion in the conſciences of men; and he 
will hack them up root and branch, and they ſhall know that 
he is the Lord : 7t ix the word of the Lord, and ſhall be fulfil 
led in its ſeaſon, and the time is near : $0 my friend,take heed, 
there is no aallying in things of this nature, thou wilt find it 
ſo inthe end. T defrre it may be, before it be too late; for this 
know aſcuredly, that the Lord will avenge the quarrel of his 
people, and he will plead the cauſe of thoſe that ſuffer for his 
Name, and ye ſhall be rooted up, that riſe «up againſt them, it is 
the Word of the Lords, not with confuſed neiſe, and garments 
rolled in blood, but by burning and fewel of fire,” by the ſpirit 
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of the Lord 5, therefore take heed. I warn thee once more,in the 
Name of the Lord, who am thy, Friend, 


George. Biſhopp. 
The Newgate P:i(on Briſtol, 
che 15th of the 10th Month. 


The Original of this was delivered thee the day of the date, 
and thou didſt receive and read it,though itheld thee not long, 
forthe 27th day of the ſame moneth, the meeting was mo- 
leſted again, and. the door was made faſt, whereby ſome 
were kept up in. the Meeting-houſe, ahd'fome in' the freet, 
being not ſuffered to go in, and from being in the ſtreet be- 
fore the door; thy men in arms had Thomas Speed, who there 
fate in ſtilnefs and peace, and from out of the meeting houſe 
was brought Charles Jones, and William Taylor (thy neigh- 
bour) and in the high ſtreet, far diſtant 'from the meeting 
houſe, Miles Dixon was met, and warned to appear before 
thee the next day, who with the reſt, were diſmiſt upon their 
promiſe of appearance. upon Summons, and ſo Bride! was 
not made their Banquetting houſe, nor place of entertain- 
ment, as it was the others. but they returned to their hou- 
ſes. Indeed Sheriff Streamer, the Major of the Regiment, 
to whom was attributed that dayes diſturbance, and who, 
out of the naughtineſs of his heart, was t00 much pleaſed 
with ſuch actions, told Thomas Speed, as ſomething in excuſe 
of what had been done ( for T. Speed was his-uncle) That he 
was ſworn to execute the Law. To whom T. Speed reply'd, 
They that did put them to death, whom you call Martyrs, and 1 
too, ſaid they had a Law, - 

So the ext day, having notice, they appeared at the Tol- 
zey,but thou having ſomething to do at zhy Worſkip,put tho 
off, 
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off after it was exded, to the next day, T. Speed then ſpeak. 
ing with thee. | 
The next day they appearing, thou lateſt in the /ower Tol- 
Zey, with thy brethren, for they demanded an oper place, 
where a/ that would might come inand hear, and there thox 
didſt ſhew thy ſelf as thou art, a manful/ of rage and violence, 
and that ſought the blond of the innocent, moſt unlike a righs 
leons. Judge or Magiſtrate ; and then hadſt thy Sheriff Streas 
mer there, who, though unconcerned as a Magiſtrate, for 
none he was, that is to ſay, a J#/tice, yet he took upon hine 
very much, which ſome of exzizert quality in the City, who 
being preſent, took part with the 7znocent, being grieved to 
the heart (the place being f#/) to ſee ſuch heat, partiality and 
prejudice with hee, that did(t fit as Judge, and how contrary 
to Law thou did(t carry matters; for when tho didſt demand 
ſureties for their appearance, which they could not give, be= 
cauſe it was in matiers of conſtience, and their teſtimony to 
the Lord, which they could not bring under by ſubmitting to 
ſureties, or yielding that others ſhould be bound for 2hexe, for 
if their ow reputationſtood good, what need is there of ano- 
ther being ſurety for them: £ and they were conſcious of no- 
thing they had done that might vail it, or bring it under, and 
therefore could not ſubmit the truth in them, which was yer, 
and not yca and zay tobebrought under 3 we ſay, when thox 
demandedit ſureties for their appear- I, 
ance, * divers friendly men of quality NT Clan 
voluntarily preſent, offered themſelves yr 
ſareties for them, which zhox wouldſt us A 
not accept, Except the” perſons COncer- #@<> the ſane, and readred 


A - themſc'ves, bur were not 
ned would aflent thereunto, which Woced. hecoterhe def 


they could not do, for that was equi- was to mike their conſcien- 
valent with finding ſuretics themſelyes, © per 5's tolk ffer. 


and. . 


_— 
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"and fo they ſhould bring under their reputation, and the 
Teſtimony of the #ruth of God in thew, which was zea, 
that is to ſay, that which it ſaid was ſo; but this they did, 
they tendred their promiſe, or word of appearance, which 
they are known to be zen to perform, eſpecially in matters 
of corſcience,. wherein the zame of the Lord is concern- 
ed. Nay, Thomas Speed told thee, that if thow couldit ſay 
in thy conſcience that thox did(t believe they would not ap- 
pear, when they had given their word they would find ſureties, 
but what thy conſcience was therein,thou wouldeſt not declare, 
which ſhewed, that thox didſt believe in thy Conſcience that 
they would, for if thox hadſt believed otherwiſe, thou wouldſt 
have faid fo, for it then did concern thee ſo to have done, 
and to have taken him, but this thou wouldeſtnot do, nor 
accept of thoſe that proffered themſelves, which is / am 
law, and fo did ſhew that thox determined(t in thy ſelf to 
"I" ' makethem to ſuffer. Weſay, *lomeof theſe 
Caprain fobn Knight. that ſo profered themſelves, thy Sheriff re- 


fHlefted upon very much, and high words grew from the oze to _ 
to the other, which afterwards made matter of trouble at 


Court, the ſaidSherifffinding himſeF agrieved, vvho offered 
the injury, and vvhen it came to it vvould not appear at hear- 
7ng, and ſo ſheyved hovv little vveight their vvas at the bot- 
tom, the great matter of complaint heing, that he vyas called 
the Kizgs Goaler, and #0 Juſtice vvhich vvas offered the $he- 
7iff upon his interpoling in the buſineſs of theſe men, vyho vvyas 
not concerned ; ſv #hox ſenteſt them avvay priſoners for not 
taking the oath of allegiance, which thou tendredſt tothem, 
( the o/d ſnare tointrap ſxch as cannot ſvvear, vvhen no other 
vvayes they can vvell bereach'd ) and for refuſing to find ſure- 
ties for their appearance at Seſſions 3 and though tha could(t 


not but ſee hovy much it vvas againſt the hearts of the amlti- 
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(39) | 
tage preſent, ( vvho yvere grieved to behold thee ripping up! 
the City ( asit vvere Jand putting to trouble the honeſt ſub= 
ſtantial men thereof, and placing them in order to ruine, and” 
ſo were thinking to what theſe things would come ) yet thow 
would(t needs go-on, and having made before ſome ſteps in 
perſecution, thox would(t proceed, though it coſt thee the ru-. 

ine of thy ſelf and them. . 

And ſo blind vvaſt #9, and mad in thy Purſuit, that vvhen 
thou ſayveſt, and it vvas proved before thy face in the vievy 
and hearing of the people, that the ffoe vvitneſles produced a- 
gainſt theme vvere allfalſe ſworn in the particularof Xtles Dix- 
0n, who firſt ſwore that they ſaw him at the meeting, and fo 
his name was inſerted in the -ittimms, to go to priſon, and 
then oze after a7other, when he demanded it of them, whether 
they ſaw him at the meeting £ denied, and faid, they did not 
ſee himat the meeting, wyhereupon thox vvalt conſtrained to 
cauſe his name to be ſtruck out of the arittimmms, and one of 
them, viz. Sergeant Sloper, ſaid, 7 told your worſhip ſo before, 
that I met him in the high-ſtreet, yet your worſhip would have 
it in, that is in the Depoſition a thing woſt abominable, and to 
be noted ! yet nothing was done to theſe men, who appear- 
ed out of their own mouths thus falſe ſworn in the view of 
the Court, but they were ſuffered to be as good evidence a- 
gainſt the other three ( and other than theſe thou hadſt xo evi- 
dence) and didſt upon what they fwore, ſend then to priſon. 
And this is recorded as a perpetral mark of thy wickedneſſe 
and fo//y tor which thouthalt receive thy reward. 

And fo imperious walt hou and fooliſhly lording it ( who 
art known well enough in #475 City, vvhar thox art, and from 
whence thor cameſt, and how then haſt lived ) that as if 
theſe men had been 7hy vallals, or ſuch asdid not deſerve the 


Civil appellations of mer ( whoſe reputation, as mer, ſtands 
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( faving thy being Mayor ) as good as thine, thou did(t Sirrahb 
them, and. Tom thou hadſtupz Alas John Knight | whither 
wilt thor drive 2 and how xnhandſomly doit thou clime into 
the ſeat of Honour ? ( and yet of honoxr it 1s not, for an ho- 
ourable perſon would abhor ſo to do) out of which zþis caſt 
thee, and makes thee to be the ſcorn of the City, in which 
thou haſt been bred,” and haſt lived 3 but ths is the reward 
of all thoſe who turn again(t the truth, the Lord ſuffers then 
to draw contempt and obloguy upon thmſelves, and ſhame 
comes to be the promotion of fools, as the ſpirit of.the Lord 
teſtified by hs ſervant Solomon, Prov. 3. 35+ 


So this day ended not to the prejudice of them(as the hand of 


the Lord ordered it contrary to thy will ) or the caxſe for 
which they ſuffered. But the advantage, for zheſe things be- 
ing open, and in the face of the City, 1t turned the. heart. of it 
the ore againſt thee, and cauſed their love to flow:to hem 
whom thou wouldeſt deſpiſe and trample under 3 and in their 
vilits they -manifeſted th7s3 nevertheleſſe they were not:thy 
enemies whom thox-thus didſt uſe, and clap up from zheir oc- 
calions and bulineſs, which was ſomewhat greats and by 
what thou had{t done to theme, - hadſt threatned the end of 
them ( asto liberty ) and what they,had in the world, but in 
love they fought thee, and thy welfare, who never had done 
thee any wrong, if by any means thine eyes might beopened, 
and ſo mighteſt come to ſee what thox hadſt beendoing, and 
turn unto the Lord ; which was manifeſted partly in a Letter 
which oe of thexz thus wrote unto thee 3 


From Newgate Priſon 31h of 10th. month, 1663. 
Friend, . | 
He God of Heaven'zs not well pleaſed with thee, becauſe 
thy wayes are not found right in his fieht, the innocent 
(who 


and his Complices be found not guilh ty before the Tribunal of the 
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( who are to him as the apple of his eye ) are by thee oppreſſed 
and afflicted. The ſame Jeſus againſt whom Saul zealouſly fought 
in the time of his ignoramee, doſt thou now perſecute in his ſuf- 
fering members, of which, what can be the conſequence ( with- 
out Sauls repentance but a fearful expeFation of wrath and 
Judgment froze the hand of the righteous God, the ſoveraignty 
of the great God over the Conſciences of zen, doft thou violex- 
ly attempt to invade, and to uſurp to thy ſelf who art a man that 
muſt die, and the ſon of man whoſe breath is inthy noitrilr, 
and doeſt thou judge thy lelf ſtronger than the Almighty 2 or 
canſt thou ſtrive with thy maker, and proſper ? Conſider, O 
man, what thou art now doing, ere it be too late, and there be 
no place left for repentance. They that live godly in Chriſt 
Jelas ſhall ſuffer perſecution, as ſo) the holy Scriptures, but 
woe unto him or them by whom they ſuffer, better for them, un- 
lefſe they repent, thatthey had never been born, and that the 
womb that bare them had been their grave, that they might 
never have ſeen the lights, think ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, how 
thou wilt be able to itand in Judgment with him _= is 4 COnN- 
ſuming fire, in the day when he ſhall come to plead with thee 
the caule of the innocent, will it then ſuffice for thine arqug- 
ment, to ſay that thou badſt a law, and by that law they ought 
to ſuffer £ was not holy Daniel hurried into the Lions dem, 
and the three faithful children into the furnace, by a law ? and 
will the Judge of all the earth accept f that plea from the exe- 
cutioners of that law, ſo as to acquit them? Did not the muxr- 
derers ef ]cſus Chriſt (7# whoſe mouth never was guile found) 


ſay, we have alaw, and by our law he ought to die, bat did 
that fave them from the wrath of God his Father, ſo #s that he 


hath not ſince ſorely viſtted his innocent blowd upon them and 
their children, in the view of all Nations? Will xot Bonner 


I. 
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Almighty, if this plea prove valid, who ruined the eſtates, and 
conſumed into Aſhes in the Flames, the bodies of many holy 
Martyrs, during the time of the Marian perſecution? by him 
who made heaven andearth, mniff both the law, and thou, and 
we be judged, and thennothing but that which 3s righteous iz 
his ſight will ſtand and abide his tryal, and then will not that 
very law which he hath engraven in thine heart judge thee, 
which ſaith, whatever thou wouldeſt that men ſhall do unto 
thee, do thou even the ſame untothem, which, whether thou 
doſt now praGice, we leave to the Lord, and to his witneſs in 
thee, ard in the Conſciences of all-ſober nrinded perſons with- 
in this City, to judge and to determine. Let me yet further 
reaſon with thee, and be not offended, for in tender love to 
.thine 72zmortal ſoul, ( the Lord is my witneſſe ,) do write 
theſe things. Hai? thou the ſpirit of Chriſt ? if ot, ſad is thy 
condition, for he that hath not the Spirit, (as ſaith the Scrip- 
ture)is none of his; f thou haſt 7t,0 then where are the fruits? the 
fruits of that holy Peri arelove,gentleneſs,meeknefs,long-fuf- 
fering, mercifulneÞs, forgiveneſs, &c. this ſpirit never prompted 
or prevail'd with any man to perſecute others for conſcience ſake, 
they in whom this ſpirit dwelt in all ages were perſecuted, but 
never f#und perſecutors, envied, bat not envying, hated, b»# 
rot haters of others, ſuffering for the matters of their God, but 
ot cauling others to ſuffer. Pax] who had this ſpirit, ſpeaking 
of things appertaining to Conſcience, ſaith, Let every man be 
tully Serfivacted in his own mind, ( for mark ) every one of 
us ſhall give an account of himſelf to God, Rom. 14. 5, 12. 
And, as you have recerved Chriſt Jeſus, walk in him. Col.2.6. 
By this ſpiriz the Apoſtle Peter ſaid, Be ſubject to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lords fake. 4d the ſame Peter, by the 
fame ſpirit, ( being commanded by the Rulers not to ſpeak at 
all, or teach in the name of Jeſus) did (chuſing rather to obey 
| | God 


(43) 


God than men ) ſpeak openly, axd. boldly- 7» his name. 


Weigh theſe things in a cool, anprejudiced ſpirit, and hearken 
to, ( and that thou mightei} allo know. ) the things #hat do 
belong to the peace of thy preciowr ſoul" in- this thy day 
whili? thou art oz this fide the grave. Remember, O rement- 
ber iz whole hands is the breath of thy roftrils, who can 
ſoon tzrn thee into Ws Thou 4zoweft wot how ſoon the 
King of Terrours may wock at thy doors} with « Commiſ- 


fron from the Lord, to romove thee from the land of the li. 


ving, ad then peace with thy maker ( againit whom thou 
art zow contending ) will be wore worth thay the whole 
world, but not then #@ be purchaſed with all the Treaſures 
thereof. I ſay therefore again, Deſpiſe' not the friendly 
aduice of him ( whilſt thou haſt yet a ſeaſon”) who in heart 
deſreth thine eternal welfare, lei# when thou come to hay 
thine bead wpor thy Death pillow, «xd the Ferronrs of the 
Almighty ſeize on thee, thou: fhonldeſ# ther ery ninto the 
Lord for mercy 3 and be ſhould ſay unto thee, my love of- 
ten called unto thee, and thou wouldeſt not hear, in 
the day. of thy outward - profperity, Þ would have won 
thee with kindneſſe; but thou wouldſt not hearken 3 Now 
therefore I will ſtop. mine ears at thy cry, reap the fruits 
of thine own works, and let miſery be thy portion, - until 
Eternity ſball have an end. © Hear and fear the Lord, and 
diſpiſe not the Counſell of him who # truly breathing in 
his heart to the Lord, for the ſalvation of thy preciow 
foul,. ( and in the Lord ) wiſheth well to thee 2d thine. 


| + Tho. Speed. 
This (as hath been aid.) was wrote , ahd alſo delivered 


to thee, and with how mnech tenderneſs, and an earneſt delire 
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of thy welfare, and how ſuitable it was to thy ſtate, and 
how weighty let-the ſober judge 3 one would have thought 
that thox wouldeſt have taken ſ#ch a man in thine armes , 
and hugged him in thy boſome ( conſidering his love and 
zealows care of thy welfare) and never havelet himgofrom 
out of thy heart, whileſt zhox haddsſt a being or breathed(t 
on the earth, put caſe there had been a miltake in ſoxe par- 
ticulars (as'to which there was on , and thou ſhalt owe day 
know it, the intent of bzs heart in ſuch a thing of weight as 
thine eternal welfare , that it might be well with hee, for 
ever would have ſunk inco an i:geniows breaſt , and never 
would have ſuffer d that man to die there, who would have 
thee live for ever 3 and though the expoſinlations were quick 
and piercing, yet an irgeniows man would have conlider- 
ed with himſelf , why he mindes »»y welfare, he judges meto 
be out of the way, (and pernkpe I am, 'tis good for me to 
conſider) the things as they, ſtand are ſtated truly, granting 
them as they are ſtated, onely be hath miſt (and let we ſee 
whether indeed he hath done ſo; for I may bein a miſtake) 
the application; Its good for ze to heed whether it. be ſo 
or 29 , .a wrong zeal may carry ze forth as it did Sal ; 
Who breathed forth threatnings and fianghter, and haled 
men and women out of houſes(as T have cauſed to be done) 
and though (as 7 have done) he owght to do all things againſt 
that name of Jeſws, and was mad, as himſelf faid (and am 
not 7 as he was then) and perſecuted them even to ſtrange 
Cities (as T have in the Parlzament, and in London and Weſt- 
mtinſter) and ſought to beſpeak them the worſt 7 could,and 
to cut them off \ 4a the face of the earth, that ſo neither 
ame nor remnant might be left of theme from generation to 
generation; and yet Saxl came to ſee it otherwiſe, and to 
te knocked down in the way. As he was poſting to Damaſexs 
with 
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with Letters from the high Priefts and Rulers to perfecute * 
them there , and hewas told, 1 am Jeſwr whom thou per- - 
ſeenteiF 5, It is hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks., and 
be became a Preacher of the ſame Jeſus. (And-O that it 
might be ſo with we, if 7 am as he was, and do perfecute 
Jeſws) he was allo an eminent Apoſtle, and converted mul- 
titudes to the faith of Jeſus, and ſuffered for 43s name,who 
for bis name made others ro ſuffer z And when thy holy mar- 
tyr Stephen was ſtoned (aid he.) I ſtood by and held the gar- 
ments of them that did it, and conſented to his death (as I 
have made tem to ſuffer, if ſo be it be Jeſav in then 
that 7 perſecute.,) And it was hzs great grief ( and 1 muſt 
look to it, that it prove not to be zine) that he perſecuted 
the Church of God. And therefore ſaid, who am not wor- 
thy to be called an Apoſtle, becauſe I perſecute the Church of” 
of God. Well I will ponder theſe things, wiſer men then # 
and wore zealous, and of better reputation.and profeſzon (1 
ſce have been miſtaken,and why may not 7 2well, 7 love the 
2141, no harm ſhall come unto h7ze. 

Such would have been the reaſonrings of (as hath been. 
ſaid) an ingenioxs ſpirit to oze who prayed and - intreated, 
when he was defamed by thee , abuſed and perſecuted ; but 
alas there came xo ſuch moyſture from thy flinty heart, but 
as one Canon proof (asisulcd to be faid) again(t 24 Exhor- 
tations and: lovein this kind,. the moſt cal and. cores. - 
vincing argumentations have zo place with zee, but as a ava,” 
hath hardened his heart againſt love and-reproof, and. ſor. 
muſt fall without remedy, he and 47s letter: were. unwor-. 
thily rendred inthe City 3, and-it was (as was that aforeſaid of . 
George Biſhops ) put into the hand of axether, - who, had | 
their very great enemy, and much was ſpoken af the Letters ,; 


which cauſed great inquiries after the /etters.by ſome of their 
friends 
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friends to ſee what was inthew, becauſe they were fo ren- 
dred, which therefore are ow made publick ; that a/ that 
pleaſe may ſee thejr contents (as it alſo concerns the 7ela- 
tion to take notice of them, and let the ſober in heart who 
have heard thereof, and do- ow read, jxdge ( as hath been 
ſaid) whether t&ey were worthy of ſuch report as was made 
of them 5 And whether the ſpirit of ſdberneſſe and trath did 
not write ther, and whether they deſerved that which they 
received at thy hands. But to proceed, | 
Having lodg'd the perſons above named in the place of 
ſuffering, and took them from their callings and occaſions 
which thou kneweſt was nota [tle in the onutward (as hath 
been faid) and placed thexr among, and as tranſgreffors for 
c their conſciences (for otherwiſe > as tothe law of their 
God thon haddeſt nothing agamſt them) and fo theme 
ihto a capacity of thy farther miſchief, who thaw hadft 
reached thews (as thou thoughtſt) who wrever did thee wrong, 
nor ſuffered'ſt thou by them at any time, thox didi{t mind in 
thy ſelf how thox mighteſt do them farther harm 3 and ac- 
ompliſh th;ze own deſtgn upon them, which thou haddeſt 
ns began in their ruine. | $ | 
"To this purpoſe, becauſe the Seſzors was now drawing 
on, leaſt thou ſhouldeſt be left in the Irrch, and: 1hime own 
hands fatle thee, who had(ſt put 1hy ſelf (upon what zeceſ- 
fity orgromd , if any let ſober men jadge ) on their fall or 
thine, and-fo be laught at, the neceſſity of which” (as hath 
been faid) thox putteſt thy ſelf upon, or madeſt it a neceſſity 
ro thy ſelf, when no other thing did, for the ew A& ſaid, 
71 fhonld be lawfidl , but did not-/o much as require thee to 
pit'it in! execution, and the Outh of Alegiance was made for 
Papiſts; and that for Conventicles was old, and a doubt a- 
mongſt-the kearzed in the Law, whether in force or not, and 
F . the 
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the common Law took no notice of rcligious meetings, or re= 
ligion, but the breach of the peace by ſome overt or manifeſt 
aft, or deed by force and armes, or words ſpoken to that 
parpoſe, fo thou madeſt it ( as hath been faid again and 4- 
gain) of zeceſſzty, which was not ſo in ## ſelf, and for this 
- 2p thou diddeſt conſider with thy felf how thox ſhould. 
ave been fit to anſwer thy end to paſſe upon them; and 
becauſe the City was large , and the priſoners had relations 
and dealings therein, and were well known in the City, leaſt 
ſach a grand Jury ſhould be choſen, as might caſt out the 
Bill, and fo blaſt thine enterprize in the bud, thou art faid to 


. get the book of the Burgeſes into thy cuſtody, and to pick out 


a grand Jury thy ſelf, which was not thine, but the offece of 
the Sheriff; and it if becomed a Judge to be a proſecutors 
and the Jury ſhould be indifferently taken, as they lay mn 
the neighbourhood , and not pickt out on pxrpoſe againſt the 
oe”: moreover it being matter of conſcience; It ſhould 

e of mer that are able to judge of _— , for how 
can men be Jxdger of attions done from that which 
they do not underſtand 3 fo a Jury (it ſeems) thou did get, 
and the »ex out of thoſe that were ſummoned to appear , 
for the grand Jury pitched upon by thee, were Daniel Adams 
foreman (a ew made Captain of the Militia, and a man 
concerned with thee, as a party whoſe ſouldiers brought the 
firſt priſoners from our peaceable meetings, kept them on 
the gxard (without a warrant) and brought them to Bride- 
well aforeſaid 3 George Gibbs (an inveterate man againſt 
them, and ſometimesa Lievtenant of the Militia, that had 
been to force oxr meetings formerly, from which 4is ſoul- -. 
diers brought away then divers, and ſome of there ther, that 
were ow to be tried 3 and fo he was of the ſame ſpirit, -and 


might well be reckoned as a prty, ora zax that ought not 
to 


(48) 
-to have been choſen'to paſs upon themr)) William Jaine,Chri- 

ſtopher Brunſden, Nathaniel King, Simon Bowyer, Thomas 

Preſtwood, Samuel Wedlack,, Thomas Smalt (Captain Lieu- 
tenant to the Colonel of the Militia Regiment, another. of 
the ſame, of whoſe drodigious Barbariſme, exerciſed a little 

before to ſome of #5 on the guard, will be mentioned by and 

by) William Haman, John Thruſton, Thomas Wells, Thomas 

Stratton, Thomas Edwards, Matthew Stephens, Abraham 

Barnes, RichardClifford, Samnel Dobbins, and Matthew 

Rogers. 

Theſe on the day of the Seflions, viz. the 12th of 11th 
moneth, 1663, were called and ſworn, and a charge was 
given thermz, and the Bzlls againſt the priſoners, which they 
quickly found; and now thox did(t ſet thy ſelf as onedeter- 
mined to trie for the Maſtery over a people that did zeither. 
wrong nor reſiſt thee 3 and thy _—_ were thus prepared 
ready for thy hands, and ſo thor didſt cauſe the Conrt to be 
adjourned, and gaveſt order for the priſoners to be brought 
in the afternoon, and then thox didſt ariſe to Fat and to 
Drink. 

Multitudes were the people that in the afternoon were ga- 
thered to the Hall, and the ſtreet in the which it was, to ſee 
the iflue of this great, and (before) zever known day in Bri- 
ſtol, wherein men for their Conſcience only to God, knowing 
men,  #zdeſtanding men, ſubſtantial men, able men,. men 
peaceable, of goud repute, of good deſert, of good comucy- 
(ation, of example, were thus ordered to be brought 
before the Judgment ſeat of thee Farws Knight, to the rend- 
ing of the City, and the hearts of the ſober therein, to ſee 
Citizens ſet againſt Citizens, to deſtroy their fellow Citi- 
Zens, and' to ſeek their ruine, and for zo other cauſe, 


but their Conſcience to God, and that in relation to þ#x Wor- 
| ſhip, 
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ſhip, when as wickeamef paiſed without controxl, and met 
with 20 reproof in the gate, this was indeed a day of ſad- . 
neſs to fack, a day of darknef, and Mack, and .of groff 
darkneſs; eſpecially to ſee thee in the head of it, working it, 
contriving it, ſoliciting it, proſecuting it, making it thy bult- 
nels to effect it, putting thy fall or riſe (as it were) upon the 
accempliſhing or not, of what thox waſt about, who waſt 
Major of the City then, and ſhou!ld{t have done other- 
wile, and mers Expettations were on fiptoe to ſee the 
illue, 

So between the ſecond and third hours in the afternoon, 
the Priſoners were ne as thy Triumphs, and at thy Cha- 
riots wheels (as we may lay) were dragged, who (unleſs thus 
bound, when they did not reliſt) zhcx didſt never overcome; 
the ſtreets were filled, and ſo thronged at the door of the 
Hall, that the Priſozers could not get in, but in the ftreect, 
and, about the door were forced to {tay in the yet and cold 
(vvho were ſomewhat in an z//capacity to bear it, havin 
been betore ſome of them 1o long in Priſon) till thou ca meſ 
(which was about the forrth hour) from thy feaſt, where 
thou hadit the Ziſlop and the Dear, and other of the Clergy 
to repleniſh tee; and fo being fully trought with miſchref 
aud exvie, and prepared (as thou thoughtlt) for thy work, 
and in ſome kind of certainty in thy ſelf, that thou ſhouldſt 
accomplith, tho mounted(t thy T hrone,. and thy brethren 
ſare by thee, and the Candles being lighted in aflefaticn' of 
the Grand 4[ſzzes when Witches 2re to be tryed, thereby to 
draw the more the wenderment of the people, thou did(ſt 
cauſe an O Tes to be made,. and required lilence to be kept 
(which i4ox mighreſt have forbormn, for the people in the Hal 
being willing to hear, did of themſelves) 'and ſome of the 
Priſencrs being ſet to the Far, viz. Thomas Speed, Charles 
G Tones, 
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Jones,andWilliam Taylor,who were in one Bill put together,an 
IndidFment was read unto them at the Common Law,Charging 
them with being at an Unlawful Aſſembly, under the pretence 
and colour of Religion, on ſuch a day, with force and Arms and 
to the Terror of the people,&c. 

To which they pleaded Not guilty before the Jary,which 
were Thomas Walter, Foreman, (who was Lieutenant to Capt. 
Adams aforeſaid, who had the command of the Guard, when 
{ome of the Priſoners were had from meeting thither, and in 
perſon with a guard without a #arrant, candutted them to 
Bridewel, as hath been ſaid) Thomas Ballard, Richard Luck- 
et, Samuel Llozd, John Towgood (waterbaylift one of thy of- 
ficers Prebend Towgoods Son) a bitter enemy of theirs, and'a 
mar (0 invenomed and prepared before-hand to make there 
ſuffer, that when G. Biſhop was committed, beingin the /ow- 
er Tolzey, as he came down out of the Coxncif houſe, he 
ſaid behind his back, after he was pafle hizz, in the audience 
of the people, which were many, That he hoped to ſee him han» 
ged (who never did 4izz wrong) for which the people re- 
proved him, and when the Seſſzors drew near, he was ſo 
repleniſhed (having been, as he ſaid, with thee, and comi 
then from #hee) that he could not contain himſelf, but alow 
in the Kitching of the zew priſon, and inthe preſexce of ſome, 
and hearing of other the priſoners in their Chamber over- 
head, vented hi»ſeff after this manner, viz. That be had beer 
with the Major, and that he cam: from him then, and that 
the Major Ld ſpoken to him to be one of their Godfathers, 
(viz. the Priſoners) and that he would warrant he would ds 
their work for ther ouTueſday next, which was the day,or words 
to that purpoſe; and now(it ſeems)was made one of therr.Bur 
William Willett, a moderate man, was refuſed by #hee,though 
called and preſent; af which ſhewed what thou intendedit 
to 
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to do, and how thou Walt a party in th# matter, for which 
thou wilt reccive thy reward from the hand of the Lord. 
James Millard, William Hariford, John Clarke the younger, 
William Holmes, Thomas Lewis, John Tizon, a Thomas 
Standfaſt, whoſe father was ther a Prebend. 

Having pleaded Not Guilty, as aforeſaid, and ſworn, the 
Witneſſes were produced, which were ſome of the falſe ſworn 
men aforeſaid, in the caſe of Ailes Dixon at the time of 
their commitment, and there was no other, viz. Lodowick 
Poole, and Sloper both Serjearts to the Militia, and 
parties who without a warrant, with force and arms took 
them from their peaceable mecting, and Tho. Speed from 
the door of the weeting houſe, at which in the ſtreet he was 
quietly (itting, which men paſſed with thee as goodevidencez 
ſome of theſe being ſworn anew,ſpake what they pleaſed. The 
Conncil pleaded againſt the commitment, becauſe it was with- 
out a warrant (which the witneſſes confelled they had not)and 
ſoinot according to dxe courſe of Law, which was to have 
been by Civil officers, and not by military, in time of peace, 
without a warrant, and this the Council made out, whereby 
all their work in troubling »vcetings that were quiet, was 
overthrown , which is ſomething for thee and thew to re- 
member. 

The Priſoners confeſſed two of them, that they were in the 
meeting houſe, and the other that he was at the door of the 
Mecting houſe, in the ſtreet, ſitting quietly, having not been 
in the Meeting houſe, for out of it he and others were kept 
as aforeſaid, and they witneſſed a good Conteſiion, as be did 
then before Portixe Pilate that is gone before, and acknow- 
ledged the ratter, and ſpake of the ground upon which they 
did it. And one of them, viz. Tho. Speed, delivered it to the: 


Jury in theſe, or words to this Pt. To zor that _—_— 
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Neighbours and fellow Citizens of the Jury, I have a few 
words to offcr 5 we. might juſtly except againſt ſome of you, 
as men unfit to paſs upon our liberties or eſtates, and. parti- 


cularly againſt thee John Towgood, vvho did(t lately ſpeak 


things touching #5, not fit to be named in tbjr Court 3 but we. 


freely forgive thee, and delire the Lord. to forgive thee allo, 
to whom we commit oxr ſelves and oxr cauſe : That we were 
at a'meeting in Broad-mead, the place expreſſed in owr In- 


dictment, we. may not deny, but do confelle, being there: 


in the fear of the Lord (and in good will towards all men z 
in good will to the King (againſt whom we are accuſed to be 
treſpaſlers) to -vvhom from oxr hearts we vviſh ths happi- 
nes, That he mayo reign and rule in the fear of God, that 
he may live in 4s favour, and die in his peace, and may 
have a habitation with him when time ſhall be zo more. You 
havefamilies, relations, and effates, we have families, re- 
litions;' and eftates, vveigh well (out of all prejudice) and 
conlider what you are zow about to do as touching us. Sup- 
poſe with yoxr ſelves that the verdict you are now going a- 
bour to conſult cf, may be the /ai7 that ever you may give 
in, in this woald, and that when yox have brought in your 
Verdict ON- #75, you your ſelves ſhould immediately appear 
before the high Tribunal of the God of Heaver 3 gO there- 
fore and do that wherein yo may have peace with your ma- 
ker, when you ſhall go hence and be ſeen no more. And 
fo- 1aid it on the Conſciences of the Jury, whether that were 
any breach of the peace; nor indeed was there any proof 
tat the pzace was broken on their part (nor was it) or that 
their being there was vvith force and arms, Or to the terror 
of the people 3, but the force and arms wason the other part, 
who by force and arms, contrary to /aw, had (to the Ter- 
ror of many that were not of us) thus taken them away. 
Hereupon 
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Hereupon the Jury, after ſome time, brought in their verdjt, 
not guilty of force and arms, and to the terrour of the people, 
but guilty of ar unlawful aſſembly, with which thou being not 
ſatiehied, they withdrew again, and thus delivered therſelves, © 
Not ewilty according to the Inditement. © 

/ This gave ſo great a ſatisfaction to the Hal, and the geze- 
rality ot the people that were therein, ( which was very ma- 
ny) that /o-z2 manifeſtation thereof was given, the people then 
preſent. being glad in their hearts, that innocent wer, and ſuch 
as theſe were, and thoſe unto whom they appertained, were 
not found guiltie ; and that the City thereby ſo far was un- 
concerned 1n a verdict againſt them, it being to their great 
grief and conSternation of ſpirit, that ſuch men tor their Con- 
ſciences ſhould be thx#, put upon the wraek, and ſought to 
be deſtroyed 3 but ths their joy and g/eae of ſpirit vexed 
thee to the very heart, that thou waſt ſo battled, which thou 
could(t not forbear to manifeſt, and ſo to prove undeniably 
thy ſelf what hath been here aflerted, viz. that thou deſignedly 
ſoughtit their ſuffering, for upon the general ſhew that paſt 
the Ha//upon the publication of the verdict, as aforeſaid, thow, 
as a man ſenſible of tz diſappointment, in that which thox 
hadſt ſo delignzd, and laboured to accompliſh, could(t not 
contain thy felt, ſuch was the oyer-ruling hand of the Almigh- 
ty, for his truth and his people, that in vehemert paſlion, as a 


man concerned in the contrary, and ſodid(t appear as an wr- 
Juſt Judge, which ſought the affering -of the Priſoners, and 
was not inditi-rent, which a righteous Judge oughtto be, and 
rather inclining ( which the /aw doth) tothe acquitment, 
than to the ſuffering of the Priſcazrs, laid{tttbau couldſt not 
endure to ſit there ard ſee thy Sovereigns Laws trampled under 
"vot, or words to that purpoſe, who didſt trample thy Sove- 
raigns laws under foot, in ſeeking to make them to ſutter, who 


by 
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| by4by Sovereigns laws were acquitted, and ſo didft demand 
of them, whether they would take the oath of allegiance? which 
thou before toldeſt they: thou would(t do, if the Jury did ac- 
quit them : but in this thow waſt diſappointed alſo, for the 
reſt of the Juſtices would not yield to it, as judging it a #hing 
unreaſonable, then to put the Oath to them, when they vyere 
cleared of vvhat they ſtood indited by therr — 

This diſſatisfied the Hal exceedingly, to ſee thee fitting on 
the Bench as Judge, to att ſo contrary  _ for thou 
ſhouldſt rather have {hewn thy ſelf as glad of therr liberty,,the 
law acquitting them, (hadſt thou been unconcemed) than.to 
have manifeſted thy deſire to have had them to ſuffer:and had(t 
thou been a wiſe man in thy generation, thox would(t have jo 
done, But oh the depth of þ riches both of the wiſcdons and 
knowledge of God | how unſearchable are his judgments, and 
his wayes paſt finding out | he knew thy heart, and therefore 
would not ſuffer thy fig-leaves to cover thee, but brought 
thee forth ſtark naked to the worlds view in thy Wolfs drefie, 
and then ſtop'd thee in thy courſe, ſo that thor couldit not 
neither prevail in this of the oath; yet their liberty thox did(t 
detain, who ſhould have been acquitted, and to the wext day 
adjournedft theme, yet neither ther, nor to this day, ſuffered 
he thee to have what thou wouldeſt upon thezs, who hore . 
Teftimony to hþ# name, for which we gloritie h& name 
for ever. | 

Thus paſſed the proceedings of the firſt day, the next day 
being the 13th of the 11th month, George Biſhop, Edward Py- 
of, John Gibbons, Nehemiah Pool, George Oliver, Thomas Mor- 
rs, James Sterridge, Benjamin Cottle, and John Spoer, were 
ſet tothe Bar, and an Inditement of the ſame nature exhibited 
againſt them before the Jury, who were Kichard Codrington 
( foreman ) Francis Little, John Clark the elder, William 
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Loop, Hump. Bavecroft, Walter Payne, Thomas Wright, Peter ' 
Rofewel}, John Collins, (Dep. Marſhall ) Jobw Bradford, Ko- 
ger Willoughby, and Rich. Legg; and they were demanded t9 
anfwer gzz/tie or 204 guiltie to which they pleaded not gail- 
ty of the Imditement, in manner and form as was therein. ex- 
preſſed, which their plea being entred, the Town Clerk asked 
them, whether they would proceed to Tryal nom, or traverſe it £ 
they anſwered, preſently, if they pleaſed z fo the witneſles 
were called, to provethem at the weeting, and thou calledit 
for the Depoſstiozs that were taken at tbezy commitment, as 
if thox would(t have had them read, the Priſoners ſaid, that 
there muſt be nothing produced in Court but viva voce, by 
word of mouth; the Town Clark ſaid tothee,it was ſo ; where- 
upon the reading of thew was forborn : the witzeffes then 
heing called upon to be ſworn, the priſexers delired that it 
might be a /3#tle laid aſide, becauſe they had ſomewhat to lay 

whnch happily might fave them ſome labour,and ſo they began 

and ſaid, and confeffed that they were at the weeting in Broad 
mead, and xpor the day mentiened in the Inditement, and 
that they were there to wait upon the Lord, and in obedignce 

to himr, and to teſtifie to bis ſcyereignty over the Conſciences of 
meu, as to worſhip, mho was Lord of all, and ſoueraign indhe 

conſcience, who was a Pirie, and would be worſhipped in ſpirit 


and in truth ; not at alem, nor in this mountain, as Chyi 


ſaid to the woman of Samaria, axd that ſuch the F atber ſought. 


to worſhip him, whoſe fear toward; hin is not to be taught by. 
the precepts of wer 5, and ſo began to ſhew, and would have 
done, from the three childrens time, ' and ſo throughqut a4* 
Hiſtories to this day, how that there were a people that bow- 
ed not to the worſhips of the times, but gave teſtimany unto, 
and ſealed with their blood, the dominion that is everlaſting 
in the Conſciexce, and the foveraignty of biz there who is 
Lord 
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Lord of all, againſt the laws of are, that ſought to infringe, 
and did uſurpupon his dominion in the coxſcrence, who lives 
for ever, and would have given reaſoz and undeniable de- 
monſtration for this, and have made it out, but how inter- 
ruptedſt them, and wouldſt not ſufter them to ſpeak, but 
with mach vehemency did(t cry out, that thou couldſt not en- 
dure to ſit there and hear a Religion inſtilled into the Court, a 
Religion contrary to the laws of the Kingdome; and that the 


laws of England were the ſupreme Conſcience of England, and 


ſuffered therr not to ſpeak further as to this ground orreaſon 
of their ſo being there, thcugh the attention of the Haff was 
very great and in deep (ilence, though very tull, being willing 


to hear that great point opened, viz. the ſoveraignty of God in, 


the conſcience, as to worſhip, which was ſo near to them all, 
for conſcience is in every man, and every man would worſhip 
God according to. hjs Conſcience, and would not have it 
dealt withall, nor thox thy lelf ( to the witnelle of Godin thee 
we ſpeak) as then didlt to them. This being, the matter /o 
much in controverlie onely, they had ſo much liberty further 
to (peak, and to ſhew that their meeting was not in con- 
tempt” of the /awes, or with force and arms, to the Terrour 
Of the people, it being a thing contrary to their principle 
and practice. 

So the witneſſes were ſworn and examined, who teltihed, 
that they were at the meeting at ſ#ch a place, and at ſuch a 


time, but as to force and armes, &c. proved nothing, for. 


though thy Sergeant Joxes would needs have argued the wat- 
ter ( being put upon 1t by thee in the Court, and no duubt had, 
before received from thee his inſtruction ) and th#s would 
have brovght it about, viz. that it was a Terrexr to himto-ſce 
the Kimes Jaws broken, and he thought, it being ſo with him, 


that it could not but be ſo to every good ſubject, or words to 
| this 
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this purpoſe, which ſignified nothing, for it was pleading, and 
ſo- he was told that be pleaded, and fo bis teſtimony in that 
particular ſignified not,” for thereby-he ſhewed himſelf a party 
and not a wtneſ7,, who ought to be a perſon in bx Teſtimo- 
ny leaning to neither fide, but declaring the certain truth in 
certain words, and not by argumentation, and ſo to leave it 
tothe Court. | | 
And though tho endeavoured(t to make ſomething of the 
Teſtimony that was againſt one Sanmel James, who coming vp 
the fairs at the time when thy Sergeant Joxes aforefaid, and 
and the 1uſqueteers were at the meeting aforeſaid, and being 
preſently commanded down, and he not*im the very minute 
-obſerving it, but looking about him, being ſomewhat agaſt 
at. that »-#ſual company, was endeavoured to be knocked 
down, the ſtairs, ſo wuſquets being about his ears, and wary 
men upon 4i#z, and he not knowing what they meant” to do 
with $:»:, it ſeems, as the witreſſe ſwore, he laid hands on oe 
of the ſonldiers ſword in the ſcabbard, and endeavoured to 
draw it, which thou wouldſt have converted as an a& of 
#heirs, and fo wouldſt have had it to bear the interptetation 
of a Rot; which, #o doubt, was the reaſon why then cauſedſt 
them to be indicted on that dayes meeting, and not on that 
in the rect, at which they were taken when laſt committed. 
But #þ- proved not to#hy purpoſe, ( for unawares its like in 
thee, but otherwiſe'm the ordering of the Lord ) thou drop- 
ped(ſt this word when the matter was in Examination, beak 
ing of James, and what he was, a Ranter, faidſt tho, which 
was obſerved afterwards by the Priſoners to the Jury, be- 
ſides, it could not bear ſach an interpretation 'in Reaſon or 
Equity, that a'#ans ation (and what the a&ion was hath 
been faid) in a prb/ick meeting, ' where none are kept out 
who was none of the people wl.ich uſually there met, ' ſhould 
b2 attributed to be the A&jon of that people, whole princi- 
H ple 
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ple and praGice 1$-contrary to to that aftion, and who own- 
ed it not, nor abetted it, and it being tranſient, not between 
#hoſe people and him, or he and thoſe people with the officers, 
but betweeu the officers and him, and that chiefly down the 
i#airs, and in a lower room, where ( they ſay ) the ſword was 
endeavoured to be drawn by him, not in the place where 
thoſe people were met. | 

But this ſtrained interpretation would ſerve for little elſe 
than to ſhew how eager thou waſt, and induſtrious to find 
ſomething that indeed might have a reflection upon thexr, fo 
the matters being turned up and down, and many things be- 
ing ſpoken, the Jury came at length to be addreſled unto, 
to whom the priſoners ſummed up the Evidence, and re- 
peated how that nothing of force and arms was proved againſt 
them, ( for there was indeed none ) and: how that that of 
James had no other refleftion, nor could have, but as be- 
tween himſelf and the officers, the Mayor b:mſelf (as was 
ſaid to them ) telling them that he was a Rarter, and ſonone 
of thoſe people, and how that their having been at the 
meeting, they had confeſſed, and upon what ground, viz, 
that it was in obedience to the Lord, and not in contempt to 
them; or to the Law, moreover, that they had conſidered of 
the watter, and if any thing on this lide their peace with the 
Lord would have done it, they had not been at that which 
vyas the- occaſion of their being th#s brought thither, that 
the ſor-of God was the ſoveraign of the Conſcience, and the 
worſhip of the Father was in ſpirit and truth, and bisfear was 
aot tobe taught by the precepts of men, but here thou inter- 
rupted(t him that ſpake, which was G, B. of that any further, 
but he, turning to the Jy, ſaid to them, Neighbours and 
Friends, we have nothing now to do with theſe, and fo turned 
bis hand to the Court, and to you Tfhall ſpeak; you have Con- 
ſtzences of your own, according unto which you would worſhip 
God, 
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God, and you would not take it well if ſome ſuch thing as 
hath been done, and is now doing to #4, ſhould be done to you, 
for worſhipping God decording to your Conſcience. Now what 
ſaith the Judge of all, whatſoever yee would that men ſhould do 
unto you, do even the ſame unto them, for this is the law and the 
Prophets.And ſs I ſhall leave you. Edward Pyot allo ſpake to the 
Jury, and faid, you by the Coxrt are made or Judges, and 
the matter of fa&, for which we are called in queſtion this 
day is nothing criminal, nor ay matter of diſhoneiFy, but 
onely for our meeting together in the worſhip and ſervice 
of God, and nothing more than barely meeting together 
is proved- again(t #s, to which oxr ſelves have. confeſled 
before proot vvas made, and as or —_— together in 
ſach manner, and to ſach ends as is declared in the 7- 
ditement, hath been by #s denied, fo it is a/together without 
proof to you that which you are chzefly to conſider of in order 
to your verdict,is,whether or not we were met together in manner 
and form according as is declared in the Inditement. As tothe 
manner of our meeting, it was not with force and armes, 
as you your (elves in your own conſciences know, but we 
meet together in the fear of the Lord, and to no other 
end than onely in Gods Worſhip and Service 3 and there- 
fore take heed what you do; leſt you be found ſtriving 
againſt the Lord; for God vvill be worſhipped and ſer- 
ved as himſelf pleaſeth, and by h# own direction and 
preſcription, in ſpirit and in trath, and not as mar plea- 
ſeth, nor by »#exs preſcriptions and direfions ; for things 
may be highly eſteemed amongſt wen, which are abomi- 
zation in the light of God, and it is not in the power 
of ary Creature to preſcribe to his waker how bis maker ſhall 
be ſerved and worthipped. 

It is enough for the greateſt of wez to preſcribe their own 
H 2 Ho- 
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Homage, and to direct the;zr own lervice, and to leave that 
which concerns the worſhip and ſervice of God, unto God him- 
ſelf, and to his own preſcription and direZ:or, who alone 


is Law-giver toall, and the Judge over all, in all the inatters 


and things which concerns his own vvorſhip and ſervice,and 
vvhom we chuſe to obey rather then #xex. Here thou roſeſt 
from thy ſeat in great rage, and gaveſt an z»terruption, but 
when the Court vvas quiet and cool, again he =_ e on, and 
faid, And foraſmuch as it is oft-tinzes pzxopoſed in Courts of 
Judicature, tothe priſoncrs at Bar, to be tryed by God and 
the Country, invvhich vvords itis acknowledged that' God 
is the ſupreme Judge, and that the YVerdi# and Sentence 
ought to be of the Lord; mind the Lord therefore, | and his 
preſence vvith yox, and Councel to guide zox, that the Lord 
may judge among yo, that ſo your verdi® oOncetthy ov, 
may be of the Lord 3 to yvhich ſome of the Jury anſwered, 
That they wonld do as right + and there vvas a fence in 'many 
of ther, which thou couldeft not take off, though thou en- 
deavoured(t it, and madeſt a long narration of the peat Laws 
againſt vyhat vvas called Corverticles, and the nat coming to 
Church; and vvhat fine it vvas 'to have aff ſaid in a, mans 
houſe (vvhich related to Paprfts, and not to them) and what 
vvas in thy head came forth, but not a word to the purpoſe. 
The Steward alſo, viz. John Robbins, kept a great 
adoe, and tured over the Statute book; which to confider 
Fit ſeems) he had been up (as 1s faid ) till about three in the 
morning, that he might be ready to affiſt thee according to 
vvhat 1s ſaid, he ſaid to thee the night before, that he vvould, 
but it ſignified nothing. It vvas not tothe poirrt in hand, for 
they were indicted at the' Common Law 3 and thou and thy 
Council kept adoe about the Statute; and vvhat's this to 
the purpoſe, faid one of the Priſoners? And neither thex nor 
. | $50 he 
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he ſo much as ſhewed the Fury vvhatvvas an «xlawfyl mect- 
ing at Common Law. See how you were blinded, and what 
hatjd vvas upon you. And the $teward moſt unworthy "of 
his Maſter the \Knrg, as whoſe Council be appeated;, made a 
great Oratiovn, how that we and oxr meetings were that which 
did ſhake his Crown, and that the King vvas afraid of as, 
and that he had been in the weft, and what he had heard there, 
he told on purpoſe to incenſe the Jury, but"4/1- vvould fot 
do, the Jury had another thing m their Conſcietices-atid 
matter of Law,not ſtories, was that vvhich they vvere to Hear- 
ken, to eſpecially ſxch large Exprefiions, vyhich retidred the 
King and oy Crown ſo vveak, and his Government fb tot- 
tering, that the meetings of a few people (in Comparifon'to 
England) to vvait upon the Lord, who uſed not Arms, tior te- 
fiſted, and who were in good will to hizs, did ſhake iz, and 
make him zfraid, but this is not a the unworthineſs bs then 
uſed tothe priſoners allo of which he was was well told, but 
now 1s pretermitted. 

The J»ry being to- vvithdraw, the priſorers moved for a 
ſpecial yerdit in theſe vvords, viz. That the ' matter of fat 
might be found ſpecially, according to what the Witneſſes had: 
ſpoken, and that might be left npon the whole matter 16 
the determination of Law, whether it amount to the making 
good of the IndiFFment, wwhich thox oppoledit, for thox fear- 
edſt the ſequel, vvhich vvas, that thox ſhouldeſt not then have 
whereupou to paſs Sentence upon them. | 

So the Jury withdrew, and after ſome time, delivered 
their verdict 3 andthe foreman ſaid a ſpecial werdif, and it 
was this, Guilty of being at an unlawful Afembly, according. 
to the law of the Land, but not of force and Arms, or to'the' 
terror of the people. The priſoners demanded the record of 


this to be read; the record being read, it appeared that 
but 
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Neizhbours and fellow Citizens of the Jury, I havea few 
words to offcr ; we might juſtly except againſt ſome of you, 
as men unfit to paſs upon our liberties or eſtates, and parti- 
cularly againſt thee John Towgood, vvho didſt latelyfpeak 
things touching #s, not fitto be named in hs Court 3 but we. 
freely forgive thee, and delire the Lord. to forgive thee allo, 

to whom we commit oxr ſelves and oxr cauſe : That we were 
at a meeting in Broad-mead, the place exprelled in oxr In- 
ditment, we may not deny, but do confelle, being there. 
in the fear of the Lord (and in good will towards all/men ; 
in good will to the King (againſt whom we are accuſed to be 
treſpatlers) to vvhom from oxr hearts we vvith this happi- 
nes, That he may ſo reign and rule in the fear of God, that 
he may live in 4s favour, and die i his peace, and may 
have a habitation with him when time ſhall be zo more, You 
have families, relations, and eSfates, we have families, re- 
lations,” and eftates, vveigh well (out of all prejudice) and 
conſider what you are zow about to do as touching us, Sup- 
poſe with your ſelves that the verdict you are now going a- 
bout to conſult of, may be the /a#7 that ever you may give 
in, in this woald, and that when yox have brought in your 
Verdict on: #5, you your ſelves ſhould i72mediately appear 
before the high Tribunal ct the God of Heaven ; £0 there- 
forc and do that wherein yo may have peace with your ma- 

| ker, when you ſhall go hence and be ſeen no more. | And 

ſo- 111d it on the Conſciences of the Jury, whether that were 
any breach of the peacez nor indeed was there any proof 
tat the pzace was broken on their part (nor was it) of that 

their being there was vvith force and arms, or to the terror 

of the people 3 but the force and arms wason the other part, 

who by force and arms, contrary to law, had (to the Ter- 

ror of many that were not of us) thus taken them away. 
Hergupon 
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Hereupon the Jzry, after ſome time, brought in their verdict, 
not gnilty of force and arms, and to the terrour of the people, 
but guilty of ar unlawful afembly, with which thou being not 
fatiched, they withdrew again, and thus delivered themſelves, 
Not enilty according to the Inditement. 

- This gave ſo great a ſatisfaction to the Hal, and the gere- 
rality of the people that were therein, which was very ma- 
ny) that /o-z2 manifeſtation thereof was given, the people then 
preſent being glad in heir hearts, that innocent wzcz,, and ſuch 
as theſe were, and thoſe unto whom they appertained, were 
not found grzltie ; and rhat the City thereby ſo far was uns 
concerned 1n a verdict againſt them, it being to their great 
grief and conffernation of ſpirit, that ſuch men tor their Con- 
ſciences ſhould be thxs put upon the wrack, and ſought to 
be deſtroyed ; but this their joy and gladneff of ſpirit vexed 
thee to the very heart, that thou waſt ſo battled, which thou 
could({tnot forbear to manifeſt, and ſo to prove undeniably 
thy ſelf what hath been here aflerted, viz. that thou deſtgnedly 
fonghtit their ſuffering, for upon the general ſhew that paſt 
the Ha//upon the pablication of the verdih, as aforeſaid, thor, 
as a man ſenſible of hz diſappointment, im that which thox 
hadſt ſo delign2d, and laboured to accompliſh, could(t not 
contain thy ſelf, ſuch was the over-ruling hand of the Almighs 
ty, for his truth and 45s people, that in vehement patlion, as a 
man concerned in the contrary, and ſo didlt appear as an we 
Juſt Judge, which ſought the ſaffering of the Priſoners, and 
was not inditi-rent, which a righteous Judge ought to be, and 
rather inclining ( which the /aw doth ) t@ the acquitment, 
than to the ſuffering of the Prilſcners, laidſt tt43u conldſt not 
endure t9 ſt trLere and ſee thy SOUCYETCNS Laws trampled under 
at, or words to that purpoſe, who didſttrample thy Sove- 
raigns laws under foot, in ſeeking to makethem to fulter, who 


by 
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by hy Sovereigns laws were acquitted, and fo didft demand 
of theme, whether they would take the oath of allegiance? which 
thou before toldeſt them thou wouldl(t do, if the Jury did ac- 
quit them : but in this thox waſt diſappointed alſo, for the 
reſt of the Juſtices would not yield to it, as judging it a thing 
unreaſonable, then to put the Oath to them, when they yyere 
cleared of vvhat they ſtood indited by therr Countrey. 

This diſſatisfied the Hal exceedingly, to ſee thee fitting on 
the Bench as Judge, to att ſo contrary —_ for thox 
ſhouldſt rather have {hewn thy ſelf as glad of therr liberty, the 
law acquitting them, (hadſt thou been unconcerned) than to 
have manifeſted thy deſire to have had them to ſuffer:and had(t 
thou been a wiſe man in thy _ thou wouldſt have ſo 
done, But oh the depth of the riches both of the wiſdons and 
knowledge of God | how unſearchable are his judgments, and 
his wayes paſt finding out | he knew thy heart, and therefore 
would not ſuffer thy fig-leaves to cover thee, but brought 
thee forth ſtark naked to the worlds view in thy FWolfs drefie, 
and then ſtop'd thee in thy courſe, fo that thou couldſt not 
neither prevail in this of the oath; yet their liberty thox did(t 
detain, who ſhould have been acquitted, and to the ext day 
adjourned(t ther, yet neither ther, nor to this day, ſuffered 
he thee to have what thou wouldelt upon thems, who hore . 
Teſtimony to his name, for which we gloritie h name 
for ever. 

Thus paſſed the proceedings of the firſt day, the zext day 
being the 13th of the 11th month, George Biſhop, Edward P y- 
ot, John Gibbons, Nehemiah Pool, George Oliver, Thomas Mor- 
Tis, James Sterridge, Benjamin Cottle, and John Spogr, were 
ſet tothe Bar, and an Inditement of the ſame nature exhibited 
againſt them before the Jury, who were Aichard Codrington 
( foreman ) Francis Little, Johx Clark the c|der, Willa 
L 07 , 
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Loop, Hump. Barecroft, Walter Payne, Thomas Wright, Peter 
Roſewel/, John Collins, (Dep. Marſhall ) Joh Bradford, Ro- 
ger Willoughby, and Rich, Legg; and they were demanded to 
anſwer gzzltie or 204 guiltie £ to which they pleaded not guil- 
ty of the Tmditement, in manner and form as was therein. ex- 
preſled, which their plea being entred, the Town Clerk asked 
theme, whether they would proceed to Tryal nom, or traverſe it £ 
they anſwered, preſently, if they pleaſed ; ſo the witneſſes 
were called, to prove theme at the meeting, and thou called(t 
for the Depoſstions that were taken at thezy commitment, as 
if thox would(t have had them read, the Priſoners ſaid, that 
there muſt be nothing produced in Court but viva voce, by 
word of mouth; the Town Clark ſaid tothee,it was ſo ; where- 
upon the reading of them was forborn : the witneſſes then 
heing called upon to be ſworn, the priſexers delired that it 
might be a /ittle laid afide, becauſe they had ſomewhat to lay 
which happily might fave them ſome labour,and fo they began 
and ſaid, and confeffed that they were at the meeting in Broad 
mead, and upor the day mcintioned in the Inditement, and 
that they were there to wait upon the Lord, and in obedignce 
to him, and to teſtifie to his ſcyereignty over the Conſciences of 
men. as to worſhip, who was Lord of all, and ſoveraign inthe 
conſcience, who was a ſpirit, and would be worſhipped in ſpirit 
and in truth ; not at m——_ lem, or in this mountain, as Chri 

ſaid to the woman of Samaria, and that ſuch the Father ſaug 

to worſhip him, whoſe fear towards him is not to be taught by 
the precepts of men 5 and ſo began to ſhew, and would have 
done, from the three childrens time, and ſo throughout al 
Hiſtories to this day, how that there were a people that bow- 
ed not to the worſhips of the times, but gave teſtimony unto, 
and ſealed with their blood, the dominion that is everlaſting 
in the Conſcience, and the foveraignty of biz there who 1s 

Lord 
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Lord of all, againſt the laws of wer, that ſought to infringe, 
and did uſurpupon his dominion in the corſciexce, who hives 
for ever, and would have given reaſon and undeniable de- 
monſtration for this, and have made 1t out, but thox 1nter- 
ruptedſt them, and would(t not ſufter them to ſpeak but 
with zach vehemency did(t cry out, that thou conldſt nat en- 
dure to ſit there and hear a Religion inſtilled into the Court, 4 
Religion contrary to the laws of the Kingdome; and that the 
laws of England were the ſupreme Conſcience of Englandg*and 
ſufiered them not to ſpeak further as to this ground or Feaſor 
of their ſo being there, though the attention of the Half was 
very great and in deep filence, though very tull, being willing 
to hear that great point opened, viz. the ſoveraignty of God in 
the conſcience, as to worſhip, which was ſo near to theme all, 
for conſcience is in every man, and every man would worſhip 
God according to his Conſcience, and would not have it 
dealt withall, nor thox thy lelf (to the witnelle of God in thee 
we ſpeak) as then didlt to thew. This being the matter /o 
much in controverlie onely, they had ſo much liberty further 
to (peak, and to ſhew that their meeting was not in con- 
tempt of the /awes, or with force and arms, to the Terrour 
of the people, it being a thing contrary to their principle 
and practice. 

So the witneſſes were ſworn and examined, who teſtitied, 
that they were at the meeting at ſ#ch a place, and at ſuch a 
time, but as to force and armes, &c. proved nothing, for 
though thy Szrgean+ Joes would necds have argued the wat- 
ter ( being put upon it by thee in the Court, and no duubthad 
before received from thee his inſtruction ) and th#5 would 
have brought it about, vis. that it wasa Terrcxy to him to fee 
the Kings laws broken, and ke thought, it being {o withhim, 
that it could not but be ſo to every good ſuLject, or words to 
this 
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this purpoſe, which ſignified nothing, for it was pleading, and 
ſo he was told that he pleaded, and fo bis teſtimony in that 
particular ſignified not, for thereby-he ſhewed himſelf a party 
and not a witneſs, who ought to be a perſon in his Teſtimo- 
ny leaning to zeither fide, but declaring the certain truth in 
certain words, and not by argumentation, and ſo to leave it 
to the Court. | 

And though thox endeavoured(t to make ſomething of the 
Teſtimony that was againſt one Sammel James, who coming up 
the ſtairs at the time when thy Sergeant Joxes aforeſaid, and 
and the 1/uſqueteers were at the meeting aforeſaid, and being 
preſently commanded down, and he not in the very minute 
obſerving it, but looking about him, being ſomewhat agaſt 
at. that #zuſual company, was endeavoured to be knocked 
down, the ſtairs, ſo wnſquets being about his ears, and wrany 
men upon hi, and he not knowing what they meant to do 
with bir, it ſeems, as the witneſſe ſwore, he laid hands on one 
of the fouldiers (word in the ſcabbard, and endeavoured to 
draw it, which thou wouldſt have converted as an a& of 
#heirs, and ſo wouldſt have had it to bear the interptetation 
ofa Xiot, which, #o doubt, was the reaſon why then cauſed(ſt 
them to be indicted on that dayes meeting, and not on 'that 
in the fret, at which they were taken when laſt committed. 
But #h/s proved not to zhy purpoſe, ( for unawares its like in 
thee, but otherwiſe m the ordering of the Tord ) thou drop- 
ped(t this word when the matter was in Examination, ſpeak- 
ing of James, and what he was, a Ranter, faidſt thou, which 
|| was obſerved afterwards by the Priſoners to the Jury, be- 
ſides, it could not bear ſach an interpretation in Reaſor or 
Equity, that a mans ation (and what the a&Fjon was hath 
been faid ) in a p#blick meeting, where none are kept out 
who was none of the peop/e wi ich uſuallythere met,  thould 
b2 attributed to be the A707 of that people,” whole princi- 
oF ple 
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ple and pradice 1-contrary to to that ation, and who own- 
ed it not, nor abetted it, and it being tranſient, not between 
#hoſe people and him2, or he and thoſe people with the officers, 
but betweeu the officers and him, and that chiefly down the 
##4irs, and in a lower room, where ( they ſay ) the ſword was 
endeayoured to be drawn by him, not in the place where 
thoſe people were met. 

But this ſtrained interpretation would ſerve for little elſe 
than to ſhew how eager thou waſt, and induſtrious to find 
ſomething that indeed might have a refleftion upon them, ſo 
the matters being turned up and down, and many things be- 
ing ſpoken, the Jury came at length to be addreſſed unto, 
to whom the priſoners ſummed up the Evidence, and re- 
peated how that nothing of force and arms was proved againſt 
them, ( for there was indeed none ) and how that that of 
James had no other reflection, nor could have, butas be- 
tween himſelf and the officers, the Mayor 6:»ſelf (as was 
ſaid to them ) telling thexe that he was a Rarter, and ſonone 
of thoſe people, and how that zhezr having been at the 
meeting, they had confeſſed, and upon what ground, viz, 
that it was in obedience to the Lord, and not in contempt to 
theme; or to the Law, moreover, that they had conſidered of 
the watter, and if any thing on this (ide their peace with the 
Lord would have done it, they had not been at that which 
vyas the- occaſion of their being thus brought thither, that 
the ſon of God was the ſoveraign of the Conſcience, and the 
worſhip of the Father was in ſpirit and truth, and his fear was 
aot to be taught by the precepts of en, but here thow inter- 
rupted(t him that ſpake, which was G. B. of that any further, 
but he, turning to the Jy, ſaid to them, Neighbours and 
Friends, we have nothing now to do with theſe, and ſo turned 
his hand to the Court, and to you Tſhall ſpeak, you have Con- 
ſtzences of your own, according unto which you woul4 worſhip 
God. 
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God, and you would not take it well if ſome ſuch thing as 
hath been done, and is now doing to #4, ſhould be done to you, 
for worſhipping God according to your Conſcience. Now what 
ſaith the Judge of all, whatſoever yee would that men ſhould do 
unto you, do even _ unto them, for this is the law and the 
Prophets. And ſo I ſhall leave you. Edward Pyot allo ſpake to the 
Jury, and ſaid, you by the Court are made or Judges, and 
the matter of fa#, for which we are called in queſtion this 
day is »othing criminal, nor ay matter of di/bonei?y, but 
onely for our meeting together in the worſhip and ſervice 
of God, and nothing more than barely meeting together 
is proved againſt xs, to which or ſelves have confeſſed 
before proot vvas made, and as onr = together in 
ſach manner, and to ſach ends as is declared in the 7- 
ditement, hath been by #s denied, fo It is a/together without 
proof to you that which zox are chzefly to conlider of in order 
to your verdict,is, whether or not we were met together in manner 
and form according as #s declared in the Inditement. As to the 
manner of our meeting, it was not with force and armes, 
as you your ſelves in your own conſciences know, but we 
meet togetber in the fear of the Lord, and to no other 
end than ozely in Gods Worſhip and Service 3 and there- 
fore take heed what you do; leſt you be found {triving 
againſt the Lord, for God vvill be worſhipped and ſer- 
ved as himſelf pleaſeth, and by h# own direction and 
preſcription, in ſpirit and in truth, and not as mar plea» 
ſeth, nor by mens preſcriptions and dire&ions ; for things 
may be highly eſteemed amongſt wen, which are abomg- 
zation in the light of God, and it is not in the power 
of ay Creature to preſcribe to his »zaker how bis maker ſhall 
be ſerved and worthipped. 

It is cnough for the greateſt of wez to preſcribe their own 
H 2 Ho- 
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Homage, and to direct their own lervice, and to leave that 
which concerns the worſhip and ſervice of God, unto God him- 
ſelf, and to his own preſcription and direFzoz, who alone 
is Law-giver toall, and the Judge over al, in al/ the matters 
and things which concerns his own vvorſhip and ſervice,and 
vvhom we chuſe to obey rather then ze. Here thou roſeſt 
from thy ſeat in great rage, and gaveſt an izterruption, but 
when the Court vvas quiet and cool, again he ſpake on, and 
faid, And foraſmuch as it is oft-times- pxopoſed in Courts of 
Judicature, tothe priſoncrsat Bar, to be tryed by God and 
the Country, invyhich vvords it is acknowledged that God 
is the ſupreme Judge, and that the Yerdi&F and Sentence 
ought to be of the Lord ; mind the Lord therefore, - and his 
preſence vvith yox, and Councel to guide yox, that the Lord 
may judge among yor, that ſo your verdi# concerning xs, 
may be of the Lord 3 to yvhich ſome of the Jury anſwered, 
That they would do a right : and there vvas a ſence in many 
of them, which thou couldeſt not take off, though thox en- 
deavoured(t it, and madeſt a long narration of the peat Laws 
againſt vyhat vvas called Corverticles, and the not coming to 
Church; and vvhat fine it vvas to have aff ſaid in a mars 
houſe (vvhich related to Papiſts, and not to them) and what 
vvas in thy head came forth, but not a word to the purpoſe. 
The Steward alſo, viz. John Robbins, kept a great 
adoe, and turned over the Statute book, which to conlider 
Cit ſeems) he had been up (as is ſaid ) till about three in the 
morning, that he might be ready to afhiſt thee according to 
vvhat 1s ſaid, he ſaid to thee the night before, that he vvould, 
but it ſignified nothing. It vvas not tothe poirt in hand, for 
they were indicted at the Common Law ; and thou and thy 
Council kept adoe about the Statute; and vvhat's this to 
the purpoſe, ſaid one of the Priſoners? And neither then nor 
| he 
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he ſo much as ſhewed the Jury vvhat vvas an unlawful meet- 
ing at Common Law. Sce how you were blinded, and what 
hand vvas upon you. And the $teward moſt unworthy. of 
his Maſter the King, as whoſe Council he appeared, made a 
great Oration, how that we and oxr meetmgs were that which 
did ſhake hi Crown, and that the King vvas atraid of as, 
and that he had been in the weſt, and what he had heard there, 
he told on purpoſe to incenſe the Jury, but 4/1 vvould not 
do, the Jury had another thing in their Couſcienices and 
matter of Law,not ſtories, was that vvhich they vvere to Hear- 
ken, to eſpecially ach large Expreſſions, wyhich rendred the 
King and bis Crown ſo vveak, and his Government fo tot- 
tering, that the meetings of a few people (in Compariſon to 
England) to vvait upon the Lord, who uſed not Arms, nor re- 
ſiſted, and who were in good will to him, did ſhake it, and 
make him afraid, but this is not a/ the unworthineſs he then 
uſed tothe priſoners allo of which he was was well told, but 
now 1s pretermitted. 

The Jury being to vvithdraw, the priſezers moved for a 
ſpecral verdi& in theſe vvords, viz. That the matter of fat 
might be found ſpecially, according to what the Witnefses had 
ſpoken, and that might be left npon the whole matter to 
the determination of Law, whether it amount to the making 
good of the Indi ment, wvhich thon oppoledit, for thox fear- 
edſt the ſequel, vvhich vvas, that thox ſhouldelt not then have 
whereupou to paſs Sentence upon them. 

So the Jury withdrew, and after ſome time, delivered 
their verdi& 3 and the foreman ſaid a ſpecial verdif, and it 
was this, Guilty of being at an unlawful Aſſembly, according. 
to the law of the Land, but not of force and Arms, or tothe 
terror of the people. The priſoncrs demanded the record of 
this to be read; the record being read, It appeared that 
brat 


(62) 
but the fr? half was fet down, vvhich th9z had(t cauſed (nv 
doubt) ſo to be, for that ſerved thy mind, viz. Guilty of an 
unlawful aſſembly, according to. the Law of the Land. But 
the other half vvas omitted, as not being to 4y purpoſe, but 
againſt it, viz. But rot of force and Arms, &c. The priſoners 
called to have the whole verdid recorded, thox vvould(t not 
grant it, and faid(t, they brought it in as it vvas recorded. 
But that the priſorer that ſpake, viz. G. B. had drawn the 
latter out by queitions, G. B. denied it, and affirmed that 
the Jury delivered their verdi& as aforeſaid, and called to 
the fore-maz, to anſwer vyhether it was not ſo; the fore-mar 
ſaid it was, and fo did oe or two more of the Jzry teſtifie. 
The Steward, to palliate the matter, would make the latter 
by conſequence, the former being found, that is to ſay, that 
It ”_ an «nlawful aſſembly, it was by force and armes;but 
herein he was miſtaken 3 for firſt, it was a ſpecial verdit 
which ſtated the matter on the one hand and the other for 
to be pleaded at Law, whether the evidence made good the 
Tndiftment, then the Inditment was at Comon Law,and there 
is no unlawful aſſembly at Common Law, but what is by 
force and arms. Thirdly, they ſaid that it was ot by force 
and arms, viz. Not guilty of force and arms. Now if they had 
ſaid, Guilty of an unlawful aſſembly according to the Law of the 
Land, and no more, there had been ſome colour of the latter, 
of force and arms, which the Steward would have made by 
Conſequence, but they cutting cft force and arms in the lat- 
ter, without which it could not be an unlawful aſſembly in the 
former, they made the former of 20 torce, and by conſequence 
adjudged, viz. that it was not an w:lawful affembly, ſeeing 
that which ozly could have made it fo, they brought them 
in not Grlty of. and fo the verdiF was a Contradidion to it 
ſelf. 
Yet 
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Yet a great adoe thou and the Steward made about it, but 
G.B. told ye both, that they muſt have zo wrenching the 
Jaries verdict, but muſt have it in their own words. And 
tor the conſequences he ſaid, it mattered not, and therefore 
demanded that the Jxries verdi& might be recorded as they 
brought it in, or that they might have pez, and ink, and pa- 
per given them, to write their verdict themſelves, or if none of 
theſe, that they might go in again. 

So the Jury withdrew again , and ſtaid ſomewhat long , 
yet at length came and brought in the ſame verdict as be- 

ore. 

Now whileſt they were in the ſecond time 3 1hor (itslike) 
fearing leaſt thcy ſhould bring in a through not guilty, as the 
Jarie the night before did in the caſe of Thomas Speed, &c. 
who in a zzarner delivered a verdid the firif time 3 much 
like to this, thou tendreſt to Edward Pyot the Oath of Ale- 
grance, that istoſay, thou having uſed reflecting words to 
him of what he had been heretofore, viz. in armes in the 
Citie, as a Captain, and ſo looking upon him as an exemze, 
who was a friend to the Kizg and thee; Demanded of hinz 
whether he would take the Oath of Allegiance? He replyed 
as to the clearing of himſelf, and how he was in principle 
and otherwiſe- in good-wil/ to the King and them all, and 
how 4s practice had been anſwerable, and that you ſhould . 
be as Fathers to Children, that ſhould not ſeek the hurt of * 
them who were .under the Law, but their preſervation ra- 
ther.. And that as to the th;rg demanded of 4iz4, be was up- 
on another iſlue, and ti!l be underſtood yyhat that was, and | 
was cleared from that, he thould not anſwer : 1Fe/ ſaidſt ;hox, 
(ſhewing what Jay rancoring in thy brelt) as ſare as '7 ſit 
here, if the Jury bring ye in not Guilty, I will put it to 


And ' 


you. 
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And now let a/ that are ſober judge in thx matter, and 
whether as a za molt reſolyedly concerned in the ruzze of 
#5, right or wrong, thou haſt not proceeded in this whole 
tranſaction hitherto, and whether ever in the Gnild-Hall of 
Briftol, in this generation, ſuch partiality hath been uſed, 
and downright perſecution in a Judge - And whether we are 
not (as to zzer) hard beſtead, when as for eur Conſcience we 
are thas hurried up and down from oze Law to another, from 
one penalty to azother, if the firſt will not ſerve the turze, or 
cannot be accompliſhed, who ſtand before the Judgment ſeat 
of Fi a Judge, as hath ſhewed himſelfe as thou, as afore- 
ſaid. 

But tocloſe up hs part of this relation, and therein th 
preſent ſitting of the Seſſzons, the ext day they were had to 
the Hall -again, but not called, but the day after, viz. the 
15th of the 11th moneth' they were brought'to the Bar, and 
then thox gavelt ſentence upon thexr as followeth,viz. George 
Biſhop, Edward Pyott,5o I. John Gibbons,and Nicholas Pool, 
5 li.cach. John Spoor, George Oliver, James Sterridge,Thomas 
Morris, Benj. Cottle 40 s. apiece, and to continue m Prifon 
tifl payment, Thomas Speed, allo Charles Jones, and W. Tay- 
lor, thou committedſt to Newgate, though cleared by their 
Country, where thox keptſt them til the 27th of the 12th mon. 
and haſt ſo much of wroxg impriſotiment upon thy back,as to 
them, for thee to anſwer. | 

Now how couldt thox in law proceed to fine George Eiſhop 
Edward Pyott, &c. when as the verdict was ſpecial, before the 
Evidence was ſtated, and had Councel debated whether the 
Evidence amounted to making good the Tndifhrent, which it 
could zever do. Therefore thox thus carriedſt it, who car- 
ries af things according to thy will and hym-our, and yet thou 
cryeſt up the Law, and thy Sovereigns Laws, when as under : 
the 
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the Cry and pretence of thy Sovereigns Laws, thou uſhers in 
thine own, and ſerveſt thy pleaſure upon people that are inno- 
cext. But this covering will not hold thee long, for the Jud- 
ges at Weſtminſter may come in tine to ſee farther through 
thee, who ſhortly hereupon ſaw cauſe to fay (one of the Jud- 
ges of the Kings Bench expreſling it) to this purpoſe, What £ 
will they have the King to be King of England, and vot of 
Briſtol And fo an Attachment was ordered againſt thee 
(though thy Council Robbins faid thou waſt a Member of 
Parliament) and Alderman Creſwick, as to the 4ffidavits 
then read againſt you, and preſented by the Kings Soliciter 
General, who in hisſpeech ſet forth, that ſuch things, as by 
thoſe papers were charged againſt you, did not only invade 
the Law, but ſeek to juſtle the King out of his Courts at 
Weſtminſter (of which that was the Chiet and Superinten- 
dent over other Courts of Judicature, in caſe of their going 
without the boundsof Law, as it had cogmzance of what 
applications was made to them) and fo conſequently (as is _ 
ſaid) out of Ergland. So that (it ſeems) for thee and Al- 
derman Chreſwicke, an Atachment was ordered, though thou 
waſt a Member of Parliament ; and fo whilſt here 1hox cry- 
eſt out thy Sovereigns Laws, to cover thy doings againſt the 
Laws of thy Sovereign, there they find cauſe to proceed a» 
gainſt thee, as oe that doth that which tendeth to the un» 
kinging of thy Sovereign, and j»ſtlirg of the King out of his 
Courts at Weſtminiter, and ſo out of Exglazd, The truth is, 
thou would'ſt be Sovereign thy (elf; thats to fay,thou wouldlt 
fain have thine ow# brittle, peeviſh, hot, and walicions will, 
to rule, which when thox haſt no other ſhift to excuſe,thox 
ſeekelt to place it under the s4zrt of thy Soveraign, but the 
Lord hath and vvill find zhce out, and render unto thee ac- 


cording to thy deeds, 
[ Thus 
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Thus far proceeded the buſineſs of the Seſſzons, in refe- 
rence to our friexds ; in the relation of which, »rany things 
are omitted which might appear of conſequence to be ſet 
down, leaſt this little manuel ſhould appear a volume. Now 
ve ſhall proceed to ſpeak of ſomething that was pretermitted 
In point of time, but not unfit here to be brought in, which 
concerns Thomas 8mart, one of the grand Jury atorefaid, of 
whom ſome hint hath been already a little given. 

Fhis man being on the Guard, as Captain Lieutenant to a 
Colonel of the X7itia Regiment, on the 25th of the tenth 
Moneth, 1663. commonly called Chriſtzrz2s day (unknown 
to” his Colonel) cauſed three of our friends ſervants to be x- 
mercifully tied neck, and heels together, with half hundred 
weights and mnſquets hanging about their necks, in the b:7- 
ter extremity of the cold wether, till the eyes of ſome of then 
were obſerved to be drawing out, and therr faces were grow- 
ing black, and the atxral ſpirits of one of them ready to 
fail, which ſome who were not of the Gzard coming in and 
pm took upon them to cut the cords and ſet them at li- 

erty. 

The Executioners of #55 inhumane butchery, were George 
Witherley a Liter or Barge man, and one John Boone, Thele 
having been abroad that morning, with other musquetters, 
ſaw the Shops of ſome of oxr friends open (who in conſcience 
to thezr Teſtimony, againſt ſuch Popiſh obſervations, could 
not cauſe them to be kept faſt) vyhich cauſed their rage to 
ariſe, and to the Gnard to bring Samuel Hol/iiter, ſervant 
and kinſnan to Demis _— William Sawcer, ſervant to 
. Robert Nokes, and ARichard Mercer, ſervant to the Widow 


T overell. 


Samuel Holliſter was in his uncles ſhop vvhen Witherley 


came, Vvho required 47»: to ſhut down the door of the thop, 
Ctor 
{ 


(67) 
(for the widows were down before, aud the door. they uſed 
to goin at and out at) Saxmel anſwering that be did not uſe 
to put it up, ' and now ſhould not put it down; away Wither- 
ley had him tothe Guard, where Thomas Smart, and Henry 
Joiner Marſhal were, who ordered hinzto be tyed neck and 
beels together, and a half hundred weight (Smart ordered 
two, but it ſeems but oe was hung on) Witherley did it 

eſently, and ſet him (o tied apon the ſtone bench, walk- 

between him and Smart, and watching leaſt he or any 
{ſhould eaſe the vveight on 4s breaſt or the bench which hung 
about his neck ; - if 1t happened foto be, cither through 
the friendlineſs of any, or his own endeavours, to bear it a 
little on bis knees, Witherley with a ſwinge would turne it off 
again, to the endangering of his neck and back, and then 
tauntingly vvould come and looke in his face, and mock hin 
ſaying, What, zou look very chearfully yet. The ſpace of 
| of this his cruel Execution was neare the length of an 
our. 

William Sawcer likewiſe, the ſaid Witherley brought out 
of his Maſters ſhop to the Guard, after the windows were 
thrown down, and there. he and Zoone tied him neck and 
heels by the order of Smart, and the Marſhal, with a halfe 
hundred weight, ſo long, and after ch a manner, that his 
face grew black, and his zatxral ſpirits began to fail, 16 
that the march being cut by one that was not of the Guard, 
they were conltrained to give him ſomething to fetch his © 
ſpirits again. The time of +zs ſuffering thus was about three 
quarters of an hour, 

Richard AM-rcer being in Sarah Bernmets ſhop when they 
came to ſhur 4cr Windows down, or tarequire her to cauſe 
them to bethir, and for ſaying, It was a reaſonable thing to 
ſhew their Warrant, vwvas had away likewile to the Gxard,and 
- by 
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by order of the aforeſzid perſons tyed neck, and heels, and 

two Muſquets hang'd at his neck for the ſpace of ha/f an hour, 

vyhich vyas performed by Booxe aforeſaid, being the Ser- 

wart of another, as aforeſaid, vvho vvas none of thoſe peo- 
le. 

This Ti#anical At, without ay Warrant of thine, as was 
produced, ſo reflecting on thy Government, and ſo ſtartling 
the ſober people of the City, tending alſo to the diſſolution 
of Government, had no other reproot from thee in publick; 
that ever we heard of, except that thou thoughtelt him a 
qualified and fit perſon to be of the Grand Jury, to paſs upon 
our friends as aforeſaid. | | 

Before we leave the Militia, we ſhall give oze taſte of Cap- 
tain Hicks his fpirit to þ#s near and peaceable Neighbours 3 
it ſeems the Deputy Lientenant, and Commiſſioners of the Mi- 
litia thought fit to fire ſome of oxr friends, for not finding 
arms to the Gzard (whole principle was againſt arms, and 
which arms alſo wereconverted tothe diſturbing of our mce!- 
ings, contrary to Law, and the impriſoning ot oxr friends ) 
amongſt the reſt, Thomas Callowhill was one, who dwelling 
a little below, on the other ſide of the h;gh ſtreet, where 
Captain Hicks kept ſhop, and being ſomewhat of the ſame 
occupation, Captain Hicks with a Conſtable came, and though 
the Warrant was not directed to the ſaid Captain Hicks, yet 
with his own hands, he took down ter pieces of Mancheſter 
tape worth 15 5. for 105. tine, and gave it to the Conſta- 
ble, who carryed it to the ſaid John Hicks his houſe, not re- 
turning the overplus. 

Sometime after the faid Thomas Callowhill having ſome 
buſineſs to do in Captain Hicks his ſhop, and receiving 26 -. 
of him for Byttons, he demanded an Acquittance in ful/ of 
all accounts 3 T, Callowhill delired h1z to accept of it in full 


() 
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of the b uttors,and faid,that he hoped be would return himz his 
ten pieces of tape 4gair, at leaſt the overplus, but John Hicks 
would not accept of that, then T. Collowhill deſired him to 
call in any Neighbour, and he would acknowledg it in full 
of all accounts,only the tape excepted, the overplus of which 
being not returned, he thought it not fit to give a diſcharge, 
Captain Hicks replyed, he had o_ to do with that, be 
might go tothe Conſtable. T. Callowhill anſwered, it is in thy 
Cheſt; and why ſhould 7 go to the Conſtable, ſeeing that be 
took it not from xe, but ſeveral ſaw thee take it thy lelf; 
Whereupon Captain Hicks brake forth into a great ragc,and 
called him Rogze, and K»ave, and laid violent hands on hize, 
aud hurled hi»: into a dark entry atthe further end of bis 
ſhop, out of the hearing of the people in the ſtreet, and there 
did ſtrike h7»2, and pull hi»: by the hazr of the head,demand- 
ing the money out of 4is pocket, and thruſt 4s fingers ſo 
againſt +; throat, as if he intended to-choak 4inr, and tore 
his coat 3 and fo by beating, and haling, and tearing, and de> 

ſperate words, forced his money from him,which the ſaid Cap. 
Hicks detains to this day. 

This is Capt. Hicks, a #247: that never drew ſword in the field, 
that dare not meet a man there, that dares handle a /word,one 
of thy chieftaines to do thy drudgeryz A member of the 
Conncel. and that hath been Sheriff 'of the Citie in this day, 
wherein as hath been ſaid, ſhame is become the promotion 
of fooles. 

And this is ſome account of the 1/ifitia , and the work of 
Jome of their Officers and Souldiers , which put the Citie tO 
ſo great a charge, as the ſupplyingof their armes for ſo 
long a feafon; of which the C:t:e began to grow ſo weary, 
and the Somucks of the Houſe-keepers, and under officers 
(who had formerly been in the tteldJywere ſo clogged robe 
at 
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at ſuch work, and:to hale their peaceable neighbours up and 
down, who did not refiſt thewz. And fo to beinorder to the 
ruine of them: and their families for thezr conſcience, that 
the Depwty Lieutenants (who in many things ſhewed much 
moderation) laid it down, whom thou haddelt inſtigated 
unto much of what they had done to ##, who haddelt 9 
power to command thexz, but yet woulde(t not let them be 
| at reſt till they had promiſed thee their ailiſtance of whom 
thou haddeſt no need, oze of thy officers being as ſufficient 
for thy purpoſe (as hath been ſaid) as a Regiment, for they 
would not reliſt , though thou loved(t to appear- 4 war in 
power; and having thoughts that thox couldelt never do too 
much againſt us, didſt- think thox never had too much 
power to effect it upon #4 , which coſt the City /© 
much, and may do thee much more, if thou dot not 
repent. 

Thus ended the 14/itia, but here wasnot an end of thy 
rage and cruelty, for perceiving how the City was bent in 
favour of the ;*nocent, and how their love was raiſed fo 
much the more to them as thy cruelty exceeded and manite(t- 
ed in their friendly viſits (for that which was ſober could 
not withhold it felf from its own which ſuftred.) Thou ha- 
veing miſt that at which thox aimed(t in thy proſecutons afore- - 
ſaid , and having little whereof to g/ory except that thor 
haddeſt failed in #hy enterpriſe as a man enraged becauſe of 
the /ove of others to thoſe, whom without cauſe thor did(t hate, 
as if fo be it had been crimze_ enough that thou haddelt caſt 
ther in priſon, and therefore none ought to viſit them. And 
haveing not the law on thy fide to make ther cloſe priſons 
whoſe miſdemeaners brought not them into thize hands, but 
their conſcience thou tookelt arother courtc,and as if the King 
and his Counce!l had nothing elſe todo, thou troubled(t their 
cars 
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ears with thy Solicitors, and their hands with thy papers, heaps 
upon heaps, with informations again(t ſeveral! perſons of note 
and eminency in that City, whom otherwile thine envy could 
not reach. And the great crime with which thox charged(t 
them,was that they vilited the Quakers inpriſor,whichneither 
law made ſooner true humanity,nor comerce amonglt mer, tor 
the viſrors were concerned in the priſoners upon point of re- 
lation,comerce,neighbourhood, and Connlry, as atoreſaid, and 
here thox keptit ado,not worthy the rehearſeing, ſaving that 
thus far by hinting it,on record it may remain that what mil 
cheif in thy day thou dideſt work againſt the iznocent, & how 
implacably malicious thox vvaſt vvithout cauſe againſt there , 
that thox vvould(t not alovv ther a vilit,yyhom thou thought- 
eſt fit not to be at liberty. And this will remain an everlaſting 
brand upon hee, and thy perpetual condemnation , who walt 
ſo far from viſting the priſoners, that thou caſt them into 4 
priſon,and ſought to rue thoſe who came to vilit them. 

The next that comes to be related in order of time, 1s the 
impriſonment of Joaz, the Wife of Peter Hiley, who having © 
been at the burial of Nicholas Tilleys Wife, an ancient ac- 
quaintance and Neighbour of hers about three weeks before, 
and at the ſaid burial having ſpoken a few words, 1hox didſt 
ſend for the Prieſt, and cauſed(t him toinform againſt her, 
and Committed(t her to Newgate the 10 of the 12 month, for 
diſturbing Mr. Godwyn the Miniſter of $t, Phillips, and de- 
praving the Book, of Common Prayer, and for refuſing to find 
Sureties for her appear ing the next Siſters, as the Warrant 
of Commitment hath it ſigned, TJohn Knight, Maior. 

Whereas ſoe of the words (he ſpake were contained in the 
Book of Common prayer, Viz. in the buriaÞof the dead; I am + 
the Reſurredtion and the life, be that believeth in me, though 
be were dead, zct ſhall he live ( laid ſhe, faith Chriſt ) and g- 
oainſt. 
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gainſt the B9ok of Common prayer ſhe ſpake ro word; be- 
tides, the AF of Uniformity, upon which thou didſt commit 
her, commits not to Priſon till after Judgment in Conrt, upon 
Tryal by a Jury, and then 'tis matter of fine and impriſor- 
ment for ſuch a time in default of payment, yet thou didlt tend 
her to priſon, as skilful as thoz pretendedit thy ſelf in the laws, 
and denied(ſt her husband's bay! for her appearance the fr? 
time, though afterwards (upon better conlideration its like) 
thou tookelt hzs ſecurity for her appearance, from whoſe ta- 
mily thou had(t detained her ({ which was pretty great ) and 
her children, for the ſpace of two dayes. 

This troubled the City very much, to fee that thox could(t 
not forbear thy hands, but muſt fall upon a woxrar, and that 
In revenge ( as they did judge ) to-her brother called Robert 
Teamans, whom thou hadſt a tew dayes before cauſed to be 
beſet in John Bowers his houſe ( one that had been _ 
the City, ashad the other but the year before _) by thy, officers 
in the cold wet weather, for the ſpace of the bei? part ofa day, 
in order to his apprehenſion, the keeper of Newgate being there 
alſo, and attending totake him, and a this becauſe ke did 
not {it where thou wouldſt have him in the Comnczt houſe, 
who, notwithſtanding at day-light paſſed out of John Bowers 
houſe, ( the officers appearing ſenſible of zo ſuch enemy)who 
going to his home, though the officers warded the hoxſe atore- 
ſaid, till ro at zight, and then the watch till the morning, and 
after a few days, taking his journey to London upon his occa- 
ſions, &c. ſo being out of the reach of thy malice, the City 
Judged that thou felleſt upon her, it being the day after he 
was gone, that thou comnutted(t her in revenge of hize, and 
{o had thee ingreat abomination : and thus every aftion thou 
didſt, laid thee more low, and brought thee into contempt 
with the City, who by this time was full enough of 1hy bar- 
barcus and over rude proccedings, Next 
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Next to her was Roger Oldſtone, who living in the Caltle, 
and anſwering thoſe that came to look for Inmates, that he 
had none in 45s houte, and that if they would not believe him, 
they might go in themſelves and ſeez he was taken up as he 
was going by the Tolzey, and brought before thee, and be- 
cauſe none of thcſe matters would bear weight tro commit 
him, there being an it«h in 1hee againſt the whole race of the 
Jews, (the Jews in ſpirit, as Haman had againſt the Jews in 
the fieſb ) thor couldſt not tell how to let biz go, without 
ſome print of thy cruelty 3 and therefore, to enſnare him, 
didſt demand cf him whether he was not at the meeting the 
Sunday before £ and becauſe he ſaid, it may be he was, thou 
ſenteſt him to Newgate, though there vvas no proof againſt 
him, and his own vvords vvere but it maybe, and there did(t 
cauſe him to be detained from the 224 of 12th month, to the 
26th of the ſame. from þz3s Wite and Children, vvho for main- 
tenance dependcd upen his liberty. 

Hitherto, from the time of the commitment of Thomas 
Speed and thoſe vvith him, as atorefaid, the mectings recei- 
ved continual interruptions by the vilits of thy officers, vvho 
continually attended them, warning theme to depart & taking 
names,carrying themſelves vvith that inſolence & i/ behaviour 
many of them,eſpecially thy ſervant Jones, and Teoman Baal.as 
vvas hard heretofore to think it could be ſain this City, having 
thee to back 1/cr,or rather thy ſpirit aftinginithem,oeyonc the 
bounds of /azy or reaſon, but 1heje things prevailing not, fe we 
vvere at a pvint,it being tve Teſ#14:7cny of God 1n ws againſt the 
uſurpation of 124% over his dominicn in the C onſi zence, thou 
rheughtelt hou woutdeſt try thy feIf what thou couldſt do in 
thy ovvn perien, and ſoin an z»wented guile fuch as before 
thy day Eriſtol never ſavy, i591 cameſt dovyn to the meeting 
vvith 4/derm.n Cicſvvick, 41d rmicn Cale, and thy officers, 
I and 
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And now let a/ that are ſober judge in th matter, and 
whether as a za molt reſolyedly concerned in the rae of 
#5, right or wrong, thou haſt not proceeded in this whole 
tranſaction hitherto, and whether ever in the Gnild-Hall of 
Briſtol, in this generation, fuch partiality hath been uſed, 
and downright perſecution in a Judge - And whether weare 
not (as to er) hard beſtead, when as for exr Confcience we 
are thas hurried up and down from oze Law to another, from 
one penalty to arother, if the firſt will not ſerve the twrne, or 
cannot be accompliſhed, who ſtand before the Judgment feat 
of ſuch a Judge, as hath ſhewed himſelfe as thou, as afore- 
ſaid, | 
But tocloſe up his part of this relation, and therein thi 
preſent ſitting of the Seſſzors, the next day they were had to 
the Hall -again, but not called, but the day after, viz. the 


15thof the 11th moneth they were brought'to the Bar, and 


then thou 'gavelt ſentence upon thex as followeth,viz. George 
Biſhop, Edward Pyott,50 I. John Gibbons,and Nicholas Pool, 
5 1;.cach. John Spoor, George Oliver, James Sterridge,Thomas 
Morris, Benj. Cottle 40 s. apiece, ahd to continue mPrifon 
tifl payment, Thomas Speed, allo:Charlts Jones, and W. Tay- 
lor, thou commitredſt to Newgate, though cleared by their 
Country,where thox kept(t them tilthe 27th of the 12th mon. 
and haſt ſo much of wroxg impriſotitnent upon thy back,as to 
them, for thee to anſwer. _ va: 

| Now how could(t thoz in law proceed to fine George Biſhop 
Edward Pyott, &c. when as the verdict was ſpecial, before the 
Evidence was ſtated, and had Councel debated whether the 
Evidence amounted to making good the T#diFhent, which it 
could ever do. Therefore thox thus carriedſt it, who car- 
ries a# things according to thy will and hymexr, and yet thox 


cryeſtup the Law, and thy Sovereigns Laws, when aSunder + 


the 
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the Cry and pretence of thy Sovereigns Laws, thax ufhers in 
thine own, and lervelt thy pleaſure upon people that are inno- 


cext. Bur this covering will not hold hee long, for the Jud- 
ges at Weſtminſter may come in tune to fee. farther through 
thee, who ſhortly hereupon ſaw cauſeto ſay (one of the Ju - 

at £ 


ges of the Kings Benchexpreſling it) to this purpoſe, #/ 
will they have the King to be King of England, and vot of 
Briſtol * And fo an Attachment was ordered: againſt thee 
(though thy Council Robbins ſaid thou waſt a Members of 
Pattiament) and Alderman Creſwick, as to the 4Affidavits 
then read againſt you, and preſented by the Kings Soliciter 
General, who in hisſpeech ſet forth, that ſuch things, as by 
thoſe papers were charged againſt you, did not only invade 
the Law, but ſeek to juſtle the King out of his Courts at 
Weſtminſter (of which that was the Chief and Superinten- 
dent over other Courts of Judicature, incaſeof their going 
without the boundsof Law, as it had cogmizance: of what 
applications was made to them) and fo conſequently (as is 
ſaid) out of Erglard. So that (it ſeems) for thee and Al- 
derman Chreſwicke, an Atachment was ordered, though thou 
waſt a Member of Parliament ; and fo whilſt here 1hox cry- 
eſt out thy Sovereigns Laws, to cover thy doings againſt the 
Laws of thy Sovereign, there they find caule to proceed a- 
gainſt thee, as oe that doth that which tendeth to the un+ 
kinging of thy Sovereign, and j»ſt/irg of the King out of his 
Courts at Weſtminiter, and ſo out of Englaxd, The truth is, 
thou would'(t be Sovereign thy (elf; that is to fay,thou would(t 
fain have thine own brittle, peeviſh, hot, and walicions will, 
to rule, which when thex haſt no other ſhift to excuſe,thox 
ſcekelt to place it underthe :k4;rt of thy Soveraign, - but the 
Lord hath and vvill find zhce out, and render unto thee ac- 


cording to thy deeds, 
l Thus 


(66) 
Thus far proceeded the buſineſs of the Seſſzons, in refe- 
rence to our friexds ; in the relation of which, »rany things 
are omitted which might appear of conſequence to be ſet 
down, leaſt ths little manuel ſhould appear a volume. Now 
e (hall proceed to ſpeak of ſomething that was pretermitted 
in poirt of time, but not unfit here to be brought in, which 
concems Thomas 8mart, one of the grand Jury aforeſaid, of 
whom ſome hint hath been already a little given. | 
This man being on the Guard, as Captain Lieutenant to a 
Colonel of the Militia Regiment, on the 25th of the tenth 
Moneth, 1663. commonly called Chriſtmas day (unknown 
to his Colonel) cauſed three of -ourtriends ſervants to be x- 
any np. tied neck and heels together, with half hundred 
weights and muſquets hanging abouttheir necks, in the b:t- 
ter. extremity of the co/d wether, till the eyes of ſoxre of then 
were obſerved to be drawing out, and their faces were grow- 
ing black, and the at»ral ſpirits of one of 1hem ready to 
fail, which ſome who were not of the Gzard coming in and 
ſecing, took upon them to cut the cords and ſet theme at li- 
erty. 
_ TheExecntioners of thjs inhumane butchery, were George 
Witherley a Liter or Barge man, and one John Boone. Thele 
having been abroad that morning, with other musquetters, 
ſaw the Shops of ſome of oxr friends open (who in conſcience 
to the;r Teſtimony, againſt ſuch Popiſh obſervations, could 
not cauſe them to be kepr faſt) vyhich cauſed their rage to 
ariſe, and to the Gard to bring Samnel Hol/iiter, fervant 
and kinſinan to Demis Holſter, William Sawcer, lervant to 
. Robert Nokes, and Richard Mercer, ſervant to the Widow 


Loverell. 

" Samucl Holliſter was in his uncles ſhop vvhen Witherley 
came, vvhbo required hi»: to ſhut down the door of thethop, 
(tor 
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(for the windows were down before, aud the door. they uſed 
to goin at and out at) Saxwel anſwering that be did not uſe 
to put it up, and now ſhould not put it downs, away Wither- 
ley had him tothe Guard, ' where Thomas Smart, and Henry 
Joiner Marſhal were, who ordered him to be tyed neck and 
heels together, and a half hundred weight (Smart ordered 
twa, but it ſeems but exe was hung on) Witherley did it 
preſently, and ſet him {o tied apon the {tone bench, walk- 
ing between him and Smart, and watching leaſt he or any 
{hould eaſe the vveighton 45 breaſt or the bench which hung 
about 4s neck; and if it happened foto be, either through 
the friendlineſs of any, or his own endeavours, to bear it a 
little'on 45s knees, Witherley with a ſwinge would turne it off 

again, to the endangering of his neck and back, and then 

tauntingly vvould come and looke in 4s face, and mock hin 

laying, What, you look very chearfully yet. The ſpace of 

re of this 57s cruel Execution was neare the length of an 
our. 

William Sawcer likewiſe, the faid Witherley brought out 
of bis Maſters ſhop to the Guard, after the windows were 
thrown down, and there he and Zoone tied him neck and 
heels by the order of Smart, and the Marſhal, with a halfe 
hundred weight, /o long, and after ach a manner, that his 
face grew black, and his zatzral ſpirits began to fail, 16 
that the match being cut by one that was not of the Guard, 
they were conſtrained to give him ſomething to fetch 42s 
ſpiritsagain. The timeof þzs (uttering thus was about three 
quarters of an hour, 

Richard Mercer being in Sarah Bernets ſhop when they 


came to ſhut her Windows down, or to require her to cauſe 


them to bethiut, and for ſlaying, It was a reaſonable thing to 


ſhew their Warrant, vvas had away likewile to the Grard,and 
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by order of the aforeſzid perſons tyed neck, and heels, and 
two Muſquets hang'd at his neck for the ſpace of 4a/F an hour, 
vyhich vvyas verktiined by Boore aforeſaid, being the Ser- 
wart of another, as aforefaid, vvho vvas none of thoſe 'pev- 
le. | 
£ This Tiranical AQ, without ay Warrant of thine, as was 
produced, ſo refte&ting on thy Government, and fo ſtartling 
the ſober people of the City, m_ alſo to the dzſolution 
of Goverment, had no other reproot from thee in publick; 
that ever we heard of, except that thox thoughtelt him a 
prongs and ft perſon to be of the Grand Jury, to paſs upon 
our friends as aforeſaid. | 

Before we leave the Militia, we ſhall give oze taſte of Cap- 
Zain Hicks his fpirit to his near and peaceable Neighbours ; 
it ſeems the Deputy Liewtenant, and Commiſſioners of the Mi- 
litia thought fit to fire ſome of our friends, for not findin 
arms tothe Gzard (whoſe principle was againſt arms, a 
which arms alſo wereconverted to the diſturbing of our zveet- 
i»gs, contrary to Law, and the impriſoning of oxr friends ) 
amongſt the reſt, Thomas Calowhill was one, who dwelling 
a little below, on the other {ide of the high ftreet, where 
Captain Hicks kept ſhop, and being ſomewhat of the ſame 
occupation, Captain Hicks with a Conſtable came, and though 
the Warrant was not direfted to the ſaid Captain Hicks, yet 
with his own hands, he took down ter pieces of Mancheſter 
tape worth 15 5. for 105. fine, and gave it to the Conſta- 
ble, who carryecd it to the faid Johy Hicks his houſe, not re- 
turning the overplus. | 
Sometime after the faid Thomas Callowhill having ſome 
buſineſs to doin Captain Hicks his ſhop, and receiving 26 -. 
of him for Bxttors, he demanded an Acquittance in fu// of 
all accounts3 T, Callowhill deſired bimto accept of it in full 


Of 
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of the b uttons,and faid,that he hoped be would return þim2 his 
ten pieces of tape 4gair, at leaſt the overplus, but John Hicks 
would not accept of that, then T. Col/lowbill defired him to 
call in 'any Neighbour, and be would acknowledg'it in full 
of all accounts,only the tape excepted, theoverplus of which 
being not returned, he thought it not fit to give a diſcharge, 
Captain Hicks replyed, he had nothing to do with that, he 
might go tothe Conſtable. T: Callowhill anſwered, it is in thy 
Cheſt; and why ſhould 7 go to the Conftable, ſeeing that be 
took it not from we, but ſeveral ſaw thee take it thy ſelf; 
Whereupon Captain Hicks brake forth into a great ragc,and 
called him Rogze. and Krave, and laid violent hands on hier, 
aud hurled 57»: into a'dark entry at the farther end of bis 
ſhop, out of the hearing of the people in the ſtreet,and there 
did ſtrike h72, and pull hi»: by the hazr of the head,demand- 
ing the money out of 4is pocket, and thruſt 4s fingers ſo 
againſt 5; throat, as if he intended to choak 4imz, and tore 
his coat 3 and fo by beating, and haling, and tearing, and de- 

ſperate words, forced his money from him,which the ſaid Cap. 

Hicks detains tothis day. 

This is Capt. Hicks, 4 ar that rever drew ſword in the field, 
that dare not meet a man there, that dares handle a ſword,one 
of thy chieftaines to do thy drudgery ; A member of the 
Conncel. and that hath been Sheriff of the Citie in this day, 
wherein as hath been ſaid, ſhame is become the promotion 
of fooles. 

And this is ſome account of the Militia, and the work of 


Jome of their Officers and Souldiers , which put the Citie to 


ſo great a charge, as the ſupplying of their armes for {0 
long a ſeafon; of which the Cite began to grow fo weary, 
and the #omucks of the Honſe-keepers, and under officers 
(who had formerly been in the field )were fo clogged robe 
at 
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at ſuch work, and:to hale their peaceable neighbours up and 
down, who did-not refiſt thezz. And fo to beinorder to the 
ruine of thezs and their families for their conſcience, that 
the Deputy Lieutenants (who in many things ſhewed much 
moderation) laid it down, whom #hox haddelt inſtigated 
unto much of what they had done to #%, who haddelt ro 
power to command them, but yet wouldeſt not let them be 
at reſt till #hey.had promiſed thee their ailiſtance, of whom 
thou haddeſt no need, oxe of thy officers being as ſufficient 
for thy. purpoſe (as hath been faid,) as a Regiment, for they 
would not reliſt , though thou loved(t to appear 4 mar in 
power; and having thoughts that thaw couldelt neyer do too 
much againſt us, didſt- think tho never. had; too much 
power to effe& it upon 44 , which coſt the City /s 
much, and 'may do thee much more, if thox dolt not 
repent, - F | 

Thus ended the 14/itia , but here wasnot an end of thy 
rage and cruelty, for perceiving how the City was bent in 
favour of the i*nocent, and how their love was raiſed fo 
much the more to theme as thy cruelty exceeded and manite(t- 
ed in their friendly viſits (for that which was ſober could 
not withhold it ſelf from its own which ſuffred.) Thox ha- 


veing miſt that at which thox aimed(t in thy proſecutons afore- - 


laid , and having little whereof to g/ory except that thorn 
haddeſt failed in thy enterpriſe as a man enraged becauſe of 
the /ove of others to thoſe, whom without cauſe thor did(t hate, 
as if ſo be it had been crizze enough that #hox haddelt caſt 
ther in priſon, and therefore none ought to viſit hem. And 
haveing not the /aw on thy fide to make them cloſe priſons 
whoſe miſdemeaners brought not them into th;ze hands, but 
their conſcience thou tookelt axother courfe,and as if the King 
and his Counce!l had nothing elſe todo, thou troubled(t rbeir 
cars 
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ears with thy Solicitors, and their hands with thy papers, heaps 
upon heaps, with informations againſt ſeverall perſons of note 
and eminency 1 that City, whom otherwiſe thine envy could 
not reach. And the great crime with which thou chargedl(t 
them,was that they vilited the Puakers in priſon, whichneither 
law made ſooner trxe humanity,nor comerce amonzlt zeex, tor 
the viſrors were concerned in the priſoners upon point of re- 
lation,comerce,neighbourhood, and Conniry, as aforefaid, and 
here thox keptit ado,not worthy the rehearſeing, ſaving that 
thus far by hinting it,on record it may remain that what mil 
cheif in #by day thou dideſt work againſt the imnocent, && how 
implacably malicious thox vvaſt vvithout cauſe againſt there , 
that thox vvould(t nat alovv theme a viſit, vyhom thor thought- 
eſt fit not to be at liberty. And this will remain an everlaſting 
brand upon hee, and thy perpetual condemnation , who waſt 
ſo far from wiſeting the priſoners, that thou caſt them into 4 
priſan,and ſought to-rx3e thoſe who came to vilit them. 

The next that comes to be related in order of time, 1s the 
impriſonment of Joan, the Wife of Peter Hiley, who having 
been at the burial of Nicholas Tilleys Wife, an ancient ac- 
quaintance.and Neighbour of hers about three weeks before, 
and at the ſaid burial having ſpoken a few words, 1hox didſt 
ſend for the Prieſt, and cauſed him to inform againlt her, 
and Committed(t her to Newgate the 10 of the 12 month, for 
diſturbing Mr. Godwyn the Minifter of $t, Phillips, and de- 
praving the Book, of Common Prayer, and for "refuſing to find 
Sureties for her appear ing the next Seſſrons, as the Warrant 
of Commitment bath it ſigned, FTJohn Knight, Maior. 

Whereas /o-ze of the words ſhe ſpake were contained inthe 
Book of Common prayer, Viz. in the burial of the dead; I am 
the Reſurredion and the life, he that believeth in me, though 
be were dead, yet ſhall he live ( faid ſhe, ſaith Chriſt ) andg- 
gainſt 


| (72) 
gxinſt the Bdok of Common prayer ſhe ſpake 0 word; be- 
tides, the AF of Uniformity, upon which thox didit commit 
her, commits not to Priſor till after Judgment in Cort, 'upon 
Tryal by a Jury, and then 'tis matter of fine and impriſor- 
ment for ſuch a time in default of payment, yet thou didit tend 
her to priſon, as skilful as tho# pretendedit thy ſelf in the laws, 
and denied(t her husband's bay! forher appearance the fr? 
time, though afterwards (upon better conlideration its like) 
thou tookelt hs ſecurity for her appearance, from whoſe fa- 
mily thox had(t detained her ({ which was pretty great ) and 
her children, for the ſpace of two dayes. | 

This troubled the City very much, to fee that how could(t 
not forbear thy hands, but muſt fallupon a omar, and that 
in revenge ( as they did judge ) to her brother called Robert 
Teamans, whom thou hadſt a tew dayes before cauſed to be 
beſet in John: Bowers his houſe ( one that had been Sheriff of 
the City, as had the other but the year before ) by thy, officers 
in the cold wet weather, for the ſpace ofthe be#? part ofa day, 
in order to his apprehenſion, the tr of Newgate being there 
alſo, and attending totake hize, and a# this becauſe be did 
not ſit where thou wouldſt have him in. the Comncil houſe, 
who, notwithſtanding at day-light paſſed out of John Bowers 
houſe, ( the officers appearing ſenſible of zo ſuch enemy)who 

ing to his home, though the officers warded the houſe atore- 
aid, till 10 at right, and then the watch till the morning, and 
after a few days, taking hzs journey to London upon his occa- 
ſions, &-c. fo being out of the reach of thy malice, the City 
Judged that thou felleſt upon her, it being the day after he 
was gone, that thou comnutted(t hey in revenge of h1me, and 
{o had thee in great abomination : and thus every aftion thon 
didſt, laid thee more low, and brought thee into contempt 
with the City, who by this time was full enough of thy bar- 
barous and over rude proccedings. Next 
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Next to her was Roger Oldſtone, who living in the Caltle, 
and anſwering thoſe that came to look for Inmates, that he 
had none in 4s houſe, and that if they would not-believe him, 
they might go in themſelves and ſee; he was taken up as he 
was going by the Tolzey, and brought before thee, and be- 
cauſe none of theſe matters would bear weight to commit 
him, there being an itch in thee againſt the whole race of the 
Jews, (the Jew-sin ſpirit, as Haman had againſt the Jews in 
the fieſb) thor couldſt not tell how to let biz go, without 
ſome print of thy cruelty 3 and therefore, to enſnare him, 
did{t demand of him whether he was not at the meeting the 
Sunday before ? and becauſe he ſaid, it may be he was, thou 
ſenteſt hi» to Newgate, though there vvas no proof againſt 
him, and his own vvords vvere but it may be, and there did(t 
cauſe him to be detained from the 22d of 12th month, to the 
26th of the ſame, from bis Wite and Children, vvho for main- 
tenance depended upen his liberty. 

Hitherto, from the time of the commitment of Thomas 
Speed and thoſe vvith him, as atorefaid, the meetings recei- 
ved continual interruptions by the vilits of zhy officers, vvho 
continually attended them, warning thexe to depart & taki 
names,carrying themſelves vvith that inſolence & i// behaviour 
many of them,eſpecially thy lervant Jones, and Teoman Baal.as 
vvas hard heretofore tothink it could be ſo in this City, having 
theeto back them,or rather tby ſpirit afting inthem,veyond the 
bounds of [aw or reaſon, but 1heſc things prevailing not, fo! we 
vvere at a pcint,it being the Teft#:cny of God in #s againſt the 
uſurpation of 24x over his dominicn in the C onſi rence, thou 
rhoughtelt 1hou wou!deft try thy fcIf what thou couldit do in 
thy ovvn perien, and foin an z»wented guile ſuch as before 
thy day Eriſtol never favv, thou cameſt dovyn to the meeting 
vvith Aldermin Ciclvvick, Alderman Cale, and thy ofticers, 
I and 
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and there ſayed(ſt about thee more like a fool than a wiſe man, 
and to the Boyes did{t then addreſs #hy impertinent diſcour- 
ſes, and to the women, making thy ſelf a larghing (tock, and if 
any one ſpaketo thee in ſxch a place, ( as there were many that 
in the power of the Lord, ſpake to "nee ) thither thow would(t 
get thee, and here take him away 3 and then another ſpeak- 
ing, thither thou wouldſt preſs, and what ? who # that? have 
her away ; and what Sirrah? are you a Quaker? whole boy 
are you £ put down his name, with a deal of ſach ridiculous 
and fooliſh behaviour, more like a boy than a war, a wovice 
than a Juice, a Stage-player than a Mayor, and fo after thou 

hadſt thx ated it for a while, and ſent to priſon Thomas At- 
kins, Benjamin Maynard, and John Brooks, John Johns, An* 

drew Vivers, Suſan Gotby, Joſeph Kippin, Solomon Hunting-_ 
don, Elinor Maud, and Elizabeth Wilkinſon, as ſome ſhew of 
thy Triumph, 21/t 12th month, 166g. re infe&a, thy work be- 
ing unfiniſhed, leaving many of #s behind in the meeting, upon 
whom #hou commanded(t the officers to nail the doors, and 
to keep them there till the morrow, which thy Sergeant Jones 
performed, haling the ancient widow Yeomans by the arm, 
and calling her old whore, becauſe ſhe was going down the 
{tairs, being hard of hearing, and ſo not knowing what or- 
der thou had(t given, and her Grandchild 1ary the Wife of 
Daniel Waſtfield, who went to attend her aged Grandmother, 
he called young whore, and Joyce Warren widow, thy lifter m 
Jaw, whoſe husband had been $heriffof the City, and bis Fa- 
ther Mayor,daughter to the ſaid Widow Teomans, he thiew 
down (tairs, tothe bruiſing of her head and arms, the hurt of 
which ſhe hath not yet recovered. And ſo having ſhut up 
men, wonzen, and chiltlren, together, women with child, and 
murſes, he went his way. Then the Conſtables came, who had 
*1ore ſenſe of humanity, and let out the women with eh1/d, 
and 
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and children : then when it was even dark, came Sheri 
Bradway, and et at liberty the reſt, taking their verbal en- 
gagement for their appearance the xext day. 

And this is the #oble and worthy Exploit ( as men uſe to 
call things-by the contrary ) which thox performed(t in the 
ſiege of a Company of innocent men and women, who did not 
reſiſt thee, and theſe are the things memorable therein. Thou 
ſajdſt when thox came up'the ſtairs, ſte that none go down, 
and when thox cameſt into the room, thow commanded? all 
to depart, and when thox wenteſt away, #hox orderedſt the 
doors to be nailed up, fo that they that remained could not 
depart, ſo contradictory were thy orders the one to the 0- 
ther; and as they were contradiftory, ſo they were not ob- 


. ſerved, nor had(ſt zhoy Dominion over thoſe people, but the 


good hand of the Lord was over them, and their Meetings, {0 
that neither the Officers 724] nor military aſunder, nor the 
Officers 47:/;tary and Civil together, nor the Deputy Liewter. 
temants and their Guards, nor thou in perſon, nor thy Bre- 
thren, were able [9 to work, as to diſcontinue our meeting, 
from the begmning of thy year to the end thereof; the Lord 
hereby ſhewing 4x dominion to be cover a4, and that 4s 
Throne was ſet up in the midſt of bis enemies. 

Now to theſe aforementioned, may be added -il/;ane 
wells, who for ſpeaking a few words to thy officers in the 
Meetmg, (who takeand leave whom they pleaſe, and whom 
to ſpeak to, be the matter or the occaſion what it will, is e- 
nough to be ſent to Priſon, themſelves being Judges ) was 
had to Newgate, and there continued the ſpace of eight dayesz 
at which time ( Sheriff” Stremer having heard that he was a 
poor man, and that his family depended for their livelyhood 
on bz liberty ) upon promiſe of appearance at Seflions, it cal- 
led, was ſet at Liberty, 
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And Phillip Dimer, of Cork in Ireland, and a dealer there, 
being taken up at a Meeting about the time of the fa-re,and 
ſent to Bridewell by fume of thy Officers, was at the Inſtance 
of thy brother Francis Knight of London, and other. Londo- 
ncrs, with vvhom he uſed to have dealings, ſet free (it being 
a great obſtructicn to the faire, that »rex of ſubſtantialneſs 
and dealing, as were many of oxr friends, ſhould be by thee 
thus proceeded with, who ſhould'ſt have been the great en- 
courager of the Faire, in confidence of which (as of night it 
ought to be) men do frequent the Faire. Yet thy fellow Ci- 
tizenstherein (cry ſore) could not have that triendſhid from 
thee as ſtrangers, though ſubſtantia men, and great dealers. 
But all /hox couldſt thou didſt bear upon them, and by the 
Fayre eſpecially, keeping #/ex: up then from their bulineſs, 
if ſo by any means thou cculdeſt bow them unto thee. And 
that which was of Argument why thox ſhould(t diſmiſs #hezy, 
to follow their buſineſs, that thox turned(ſt as an Argument to 
hold them to it, ſuppoling that by thoſe preſlures they might 
fall under thee. But the everlaſting armes were underneath 
them, which did keep ther, and will all thoſe that abide with 
him. 

"Now the Seſſions drew on, to attend on which thox walt 
come down from Weſimrinſter,where thou hadſt been for ſome 
time, having leſt it in charge with ty Officers, to vilit oxr 
Meetings, in the meaz time, cn thefirſt dayes of the weeke, 
vvhich they did, requiring #s to depart, and takeing ames, 
which were faid.to be ſent up to thee; for thou could'lt not 
be ſatisfied; for the perſecuting fpirit in thee could not be 
at reft, but asby ſome way or another that was dune which 
7 in order. thereunto; and what ule of thoſe papers tbox 

adeſt above, thou knoweſt, and what endeayours thou 
didſtufeto bring through the Act, which was then in hand 


againſt 
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(77) 
againſt , and how thou didſt work to have the Convniti- 
ons in order to Baniſhment, to be without Juries, expreſfy 
contrary (as we Judge) to Magna Charta; tor then thox 
thoughtelt ' (it's like) thou ſhould'ſt have Matters in thine 
own Find. and ſo would'ſt do with usas t#hox pleaſeſt, ſeeing 
that the Juries failed thee, and thor didſt that thou knowelt. 
Thy brother Locke, a man of that impetuous franticknetle, 
and ſillineſs of underſtanding, that he ſerves for little elſe 
(fave except to ſet the Court a /aghing) if no more would 
ſtand by thee, ſo thou walt ſatisfied. And thy Sergeant Jones 
when he came down from waiting on thee to Weſtminſter, 
boaſted in the Meeting, that there was a B// paſt the Houle 
ſuch a day againſt #9, for that purpoſe, and Zaa/ vapoured 
that there were ſ6/ps coming about that would carry #s away, 

and he vyould looſe bis eare (yet he hath not beenas good 
as bis word) if we were there four Meetings more 3 and fo 
Imperious vvas thy Sergeant Jones grown (who from a Beggar 
of a piece of bread from door to door, toa Sawyer, and from 

thence to a Sergeazt, was advanced) that he took upon it to 

Lord and inſult it over hb other fe/ow ſervants as well as x3 

and becauſe that Paul Williams (one of. bis fellow Sergeants) 
would not take names-in the Meeting at hi command, he ſir- 

rah'd him (in imitation of thee) and laid violent hands on 

him'in the Meeting, and tore his Coat, and dragg'd. him 

down by violence, ſaying, He would ſend him to Newgate, 

and thez brought up an other to do as he commanded. . 

And this was the hoſtility vvith vvhich owr peaceable meet- 
ings to vvailt upon, the Lord were exerciſed, by men whom 
(as hath been ſajid\) one would have ſcorned to. have put 
with the Dogs of one flock 3, vvhom- they pleaſe muſt go to 
Priſon, whom they pKkaſe mult be fet/ in their liſt 5 what rhey 
pleaſe they (peak, and\ywhat they pleaſe they do, and is well 
yyhatſoever they do. This 


=— (789 

This liketh thee, to be exerciſed upon a people of ſuch E- 
ſtates (many of them) and qualitie in the City, as thou know- 
eſt, whofe Liberty, Crvil treatment, Eitates, Families, .Coun- 
trey, Lives (as it may happen) and all zþ-y have, muſt ſtand 
at the courteſie of ſuch (and if we tearm them fo, it is but 
whar they are) baſe fellows. Butthe Lord was with hzs peo- 
ple, and gave them dominion over a, and enabled ther to 
bear with Patience this great exerciſe, through the power 
and ſtrength of hi»» vvho was in the ridſt of them, whom your 
eyes cannot ſee 5 Who perſecute hize in hs truth and people, 
who will Reignover you a// for ever and ever, whom none of 
the Princes of this world knew, for if they had, they would not 
* have crucified the Lord of Glory, | 

So the Seflions being come, which was held the 18th of 
the 12th Moneth; 1664. and thoy being come down (as afore- 
faid, to attend it ). 19 Bills of IndiAtment were drawn and 
preſented the Grand Jury; the oze again{t thoſe ſeaven whom 
thou ſenteſt to Bridewel/, and then committed them to New- 
gate, when thou waſt thy ſelf at Meeting ; and the other a- 
gainſt Joax Hiley. k | 

That againſt the ſeaver, the Grand Jury caſt out, and the 
other againſt Joan Hiley had like to| have been too, had not 
Heyward the Taylor (one of the Grand 1ury) in the breach of 
his Oath, given information to 12 i Sheriffs, and ſo to 

e 
] 


thee, that it would beſoif woreEvidence vverenot brought 
in; hereupon thox beſtirs thy felf,! and cauſed the Pricſt to 
e ſent for, / in proſecution of ny o1d deſign, which was to 
akeus to ſuffer and thy expeCtations was ſoon tiptoe,that 
hou couldit not forbear to ask the,Foremar, Whether the Bill 


as found, before he came to deliver it in, who gave thee an 


| anſwer as became a man in his place (whoſe name is Tohn Ty- 
ter) though thou vventelt out of thy place, though yet not out 
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| (79). 3 
of the perſecuting ſpirit that was in thee, unbecoming a Ma- 
giftrate to ask the queition, So the Court was adjourned, thi 
being the fore-; art of the day, tothe after-1oor. | 

Then ſhe was had to the Conrt and et to the Bar; and thor 
faine would'ſt have had the Tryal put off, and ſpakeſt to her 
Hasband fo to do, and to enter into'a ew Recognizance 
for that purpoſe, but fe could not conſent to that, ſo tho 
wenteſt on to Tryal, and the 7ury was ſworn, and the Prieft 

Aet by her, and the Ind4iFment was read, and ſbe pleaded to 
It Not Guilty, and the Evidence was produced, of which the 
Prie$t was one, who ſaid, He heard ſome body ſpeak, but could not 

ſay it was her. And the Try went afide, and much expe- 

Ctation was on the iſſue, for ye —_ your Jzry| would 
ſerve zoxr turne; and the ames of the Jury being looked 
over, they were judged to be a/ right 5 and Sheriff Streamer 
(as was faid,) was very confident of thematter, and was over 
heard (as is ſaid) to lay a Wager with Capt. Hicks, thatit 
would be fo, which John Hicks diſtruſting, the other iy faid 
to ſay, He would lay his life they would find her enilty, and 
that there were four of them that would dye Lut they would do 
# - Which appeared to have fomething in it, for the Fairly 
Errand when he ſpake to the Cours iid. That the' Jury 
were a/ agreed ſave four (what Working here is to make|the 


” 2rnocent to {utffer) yet the Tnry brought her in Not Guilty, 


the, 1ndiFment being not laid in the words of the Statute, as 
the Council made appear; and as for the Words of the Sha- 
tate, there was not ſ#fftcient Evidence to prove that what Jhe 
ſaxd was according to thoſe words. 

So the Lord wrought for his innocent ſervants whidh 
waited upon 4;»:, and fo two petty Juries the Sejſrons befolle 
having failed bee, and now the, grand and petty Jary mad 
thee mille of thy end, and fo that thy hands hitherto coulg 

nv 


| - (80) 
not bring to paſte the thoughts of thine heart, fer the Lords 
atme was againlt thce, and indeed the Citizens begamto naw- 
{-at this unuſual trade of thine ,* in putting them upon the 
tumbling their fellow Citizens into holes and corners, and ſo 
thereby thou mightſt ſerve thy will and pleaſure upon them; 
and now thox thoughtlt it time to hig' thee to London again, 


to get ſome xew ſtrength,- and tg.recruit thee, who hither- - 


to hadſt miſled, and to work thow wentſt above to get; the 
matters finiſhed out of the o/d way of England , which was 
by Juries to the conviGtion of two Juſtices, as aforeſaid , and 
the Bill was paſt, and now thou waſt glad , and (as is re- 
ported) wept for joy; for now.thy work thou thoughteſt 
was not likely (Siſpphas his ſtone of which Hiſtories ſpeak 

to return ſti/ upon thee , and Thou to be laughtat, whic 

was the thing thor fearedſt , and therefore (its like ) - be- 


ſpeakeſt the Citie to be in an.i/{condition, and as if it were ' 


ready to be ina tumult (whichrwas as {till as the foxes in 
the ſtreet) and thox art ſaid ta have ſuggeſted that hou 
couldſt not undertake the ſafetze of the place, vvitheut ſome 
ſuch additioral power, and vvould(t fain have made it the 
ſame through England , and now thou vvalt paramount, 
and dovvn, thou camit, and here thou thoughtit to make 
ſhort vwvork. And as to other offices vvhereto ſome of «x 
vvere called to ſerve, thox turn'ft them by asa people vvhom 


thou intendedſt to make clear yyork vvith asking vvhy they. 


did chooſe] xs for ſuch offices, giving the people fo to.un- 
derſtand, and intimating that a ſhorter courſe would be taken 
with as, which might put us out of tbe Capacityof bearing 
Office, and fo thou would(t have #« reſcrved tothe greater 
blow, hoping at oce to make rnddance of #2, and to quit 4 
the Nation. Eurt we ſhall have a place and name therein, when 


thou art forgotten, except it be toſhame and obloquie. 
Thus 
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'Thus thy heart was lifted up,..and thaw preparedft thy ſelf. 
forthe ſeaſon, wherein: the A&-ſhauld-take place, viz. the, 
firſt day .of the 5th\month -called- July, following, hoping 
then and afterwards at once. to do-#445y work-upon #4, and fo. 
high were thy ſpirits. boyed to. this. arzempt. that 40x _hadl(t, 
not patience to ſtay untilthe day 3..hut_befure the: dey, thor, 
wentlt to work, ( and yet we think thee. not very.wiſe 11 [0 
doing, but the Lord ſuffered thy haſte to befool thee ) and:on; 
the 12th of 4th month down hon ;ſenteſt thy officers, who to 
the aveetivg came, and there played thawed men ( ſome of 
them; Joves, ec. ) halling: andi-pullingy-ftriking and drag. 
ging, and thy ſaid Serjeant Jones, put off £55, Gown,| and to. 
work he wear. ( for he muſt, do' ſomething ove way, as then: 
hadſt done another, and why;not, (cxing he was executioner; 
,aS- thor: waſt:ſagiſtrate'? and ay wings his Mace, - and 
had:bruiſed one of oxr Friends hapds therewith, in pieces, in 
al} likelihood, at which he'ftruck;.;if it had not. been-taken 
away, and.here the ,peace came:to be broke on. a peaccable 
e:3' and:thoſe of the officer that. could not be'as mad as: 
he, athad ſome reluttdncy. againſt; ach mſages to people of 
qualitie; and their loving Neighbour, he Si; as he pleaſed; , 
inparticular William White, an. oId Royaliſt, whom he much . 
in words abuſed : and'/becayſe we.couldinotibow to: his com- 
mands; : he cauſed ſome of 'v+ $0 he dragged and had away, 
and carried to Prifony; as- if be were Mayer, and Juſtice, and . 
King, and Parliament,andiall, and abovethem all, in break- 
ing the Peace, . which the Law is againſt, whoſe Names are as. 
follows, William Ford, +Nath. Milner, - Joke Love, Sam. Tay- 
lor, Will. James, Jof; Moor, John Johns, Iſtael Bird, Robert 
Claxton, Tho. Jaques, alias Ja-kson, Wilk. Emtblin, Jof. Can- 
ings, Hen. Prichard, And, Sole, and Tho, Atkins, and theſe 
the ext day thou committed(t to Newgate, for being at an 
bogs: uns . 


(82') 
unlawful aſſembly, 4nder pretence 
day the 12th of June in levies divine ſervice,” aud for re- 
ſiting the Officers who were to perf them, and refuſing to 
giveſureties for their ap pear ance the next Seſſions, and in the 
mean tine tobe of the good behavioxr. Signed John Knight 
Mayor, Hen. Creſwick, Nath; Cale, dated 13th June'1664. 
And this was the Sebboth dayes work of thy officers whom 
thou ſenteſt on this errand (breaking the peace) and con= 
firmedſt after they had done it , who yet pretendedfſt to the 
keeping of the Sabbath, and 'crieft out upon us for breaki 
the '8abbath, in mecting on'thatiday to wait upon the Lord, 
the work (as your ſehves accounted it) of the Sabbath, and 
for coming to town on which day to ſave a womans life , 
who was in travel, thox cauſeſt'a horſe of a wen-midwite 
to be detained till be: had paid afine for riding on/#hat day, 
for that purpoſe being ſent for in haſt, Richard Blackborrow 
Brewer, thy neighbour, and yet'#x couldſt ſend a Capias 
on that day #ewly taken out of the Court (for the wax was 
wet) to detain Robers Steward that was broughbto _ 


thigions worſhip, on Sun- 


late thenight before in a debr.of #3 brother in law 'Duckets. 


of 200 ]. who cryeſt out of the breach of the Sabbath, tbow 
Hypocrite , who makeſt 8abbath, and' Law, and af what 
thou pleaſeſt , who-ſheweſt of what Religion thou art to- 
wards God by theſe things, 'as' of Loyalty to 'the Law and 
thy Prince by the other , but'of 1455 more; hereafter. 

And yet thou waſt miſtaken in” thy warrant, and ſhewed 
thy ſelf thereby how wrong thox did(t run,even as a evan, head- 
long into «xy thing that feem'd to ſerve thy end," talking of 
reſting, and not diſperſing , when as the zew law which en- 
abledto ſuch things, was not ther in force , and there was 
no other (as we know of ) that ſo enabled , yer th5s is the 


ufige that we and owr peaceable weetings receive from. ar 
nands 
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hands of thy officers, :apd thir is $her Juſtice, we receive at thr 
hands, to have- thy eanfiraation of what thy officers haye 
done, and all the remedy we. baye 5 but we leave it to the 
Lord, who will render unto ow according to your deeds. +» 
+: Now drew on the x: of the 5. month called Joly, famous for 
the date of the new A, on which it taok place,and became 
in force, which thax had(t ſp much longed for ; and for the 
accompliſhing of which #hox hadſt ſo much trudged, for 


| Which hou {halt have thy reward from the hand of the 


Lord, and now the day being come; having before hand cau- 
ſed the Conſtables to be warned, andthe meeting being on 
the firſt day of the week,, and the third of that month, tho 
ſenteſt thy Officers firſt to bid hex to depart,$ to take rams, 
who took away Jehx Heor to Bridewel, as hewas then de- 
claring in the words of ſabernef and tratb, and between the 
firſt and ſecond houre in the afteryoop, thoy camelt thy (elf 
attended with Alder. Lock, and Alder. Lawford , (the other 
Aldermen it ſeems being out of the way, q# not cating to be 


about ſ#ch work as this ) and at \.the ;dgor of oxr mecting 


houle in the ſtreet, being ſet down with thew, and the She- 
riffs, thou did(ſt cauſe an O Tes tobe made in the form of a 
Coxrt, one which day no Courts are uſed to be kept in 


England, who talkeſt ſomuchof the Sabbath, and chargeſt 
-us with profaning the day, becauſe we meet thereon to wait 


ypon-the Lord, the work of the day (as you ule tofay ) 
upon the day; and madeſt the waxmidwife pay the fine for 
coming that day to tewy, as aforeſaid 3 the effet of a mur- 
deroxs (pirit ſhewn under the pretence of Religion and con- 


ſcience, to the obſervation of the Law, as did the Phariſees, 


who put him to death, who was the end of the Law, who 
healed on that day; whom he canvinced of the contrary in 
the example of David, in the ſhew-bregd, and their own 
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in taking an oxe or an affe out of a pit_) and ſent'ſt the Ca- 
pias in thy brother Ducket's behalf o» that day, as hath 
been faid, and (to adde no more) did(t conſtrain Chriſtopher 
Woodward to bring upon the foot of a Mortgage payable on 
that day of the week his mony to the Tolzey, whether he was 
on that day neceſſitated to bring it, leaſt thox ſhouldſt take 
advantage of the forfeiture of the Mortgage, who other- 
wiſe wouldſt not give him encouragement to acceptit, when 
he ſpake with thee thereabouts'z and is not 1his Hypocriſie, 
and that which is like thee, in all thy ations pretend cor- 
ſcience, and do the contrary, In which we ſhall farther trace 
thee ere this relation be over. 
Well, the Cort being ſet, as aforeſaid, in the nature of a 
Piepowder one, thou ſent'ſt the Conſtables and Officers up 
into the Meeting, who brought down the men firſt, whom 
thou didſt Maunder at as thou pleaſedſt, aud then demanding 
'of ſome of them mony (for of ſeveral thou didſt not, and yet 
ſenteſt thexz to prion contrary to Law) 105. 2 5. 6d. and of 
ſome 64, ye 2 d. which they not anſwering, thox ſenteſt ſome 
to Newgate, ſome to Bridewel. Then the Women were brought 
down, whom thou ſerved(t after the ſame manner, many of 
them not being fined ther, nor fo much as asked, Whether 
they would pay any Mony, though the Lar» placesImpriſon- 
"ment in default of payment of the tine, and not otherwiſe; 
vvhich practice thou didſt uſe many times after; but have 
them away, have them away vvas thy cry; and to Bridewel 


and to Newgate vvere many of them: allo carried, though it is *Þ * 


contrary to Law alſo, tomake a man ſuffer twice for one of- 
fence, vyhich thou madeſt them to do, in committing then 
for being at a Meeting one day, and the next dey fining them 
(as by and by ſhall be related) for doing of the ſame; fo 
making the Law a noſe-of wax, bowing and bending It as 
; ICH 


(85) 
thos pleaſeſt, and yet pretending, as to. yvhat thou did(t to wr, 
Conltience tothe Law. | 

- About four hours time thox tookeſt up in this thy New 
found; vvay of On ſending Mex and Women, in heaps to 
both priſons on this account 3 ſome Husbands oxe.vvhere, 
their Wives another ; ſome Servants vyh go yang and 
Miſtrifles vyere not, ſome old; ſame yo ome under-a 
by the Law; — el Chae ah ſo big that hs 
knew not of an hourto go, and this to Bridewelz and yet 0- 
thers, vvho were of age, thox vvouldſt not account ſo, but 
placeſt rheme under, having a mind to excuſe them, . and yet 
thou pretendelt Conſcience, and thou ſay'lt, Thou mui? not be 
partial, and thou muſt execute the Law, and thou muſt keep 
thy Oath; and though others fail of their duty, yet thou muſt 


ot. Thus, like the Phariſees,making thy PhilaGteries broad, 
-but the Expoſition of the Law narrow, or #oxe at al, as thou 


pleaſeſt; yet thox could'ſt not accompliſhthixe end, viz, the 
ſending of a/amay, notwithſtanding all th7s buſsle, and the 
violence of ſome of thy Officers, particularly John Jones thy 
Sergeant, vvho becauſe Thomas Winfield anſwered not pre- 
ſently 4i+ Command to come down, he violently threw Fm 
down the ſtajrs, from top to bottome, with ſuch a fall as 
had like to have ſpoiled 4im (the fear whereof ſeized on 
many) thus breaking of the peace, above, whileſt thou waſt 
below, as ſeeming to ft and keep itz yet we lay thou didit 
not accompliſh thine end to put up a4, and ſo to make clear 
workzfor though hex ſenteſt away of Afen Komen toNewgate 
24. and to Bridewel about oze hundred forty and ſix, and fat- 
eſt at it ſo long, yet thou walt forced toariſe and depart as a 
man quite tired, ſaying, Thou conldeſt damo more, and [7 there 
was many of whom hou tooke(t no notice. 

So thou hadlt thy Belly tull of Prey thzs day, and as-great 
an 
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ani 6pportumity, in 2h kind, againſt the Tmrorent, as thine 
wks 1 9a wiſh, and with thine hands thou didſtthe deſire 
of thirie heart, till zhou couldſt do #» more, for which the 
Lord wvill give thee tþy rewatd, even blvod to drink, forrbou 
art worthy ; and in the C#p whertin't hon haſt filled, ſhale 
thou be filled double, as' John {aw in +# Revelations, who 
prophecied of ty day in the feof Babilon, who had made 
he py; drunk. with the $1ood of the 8xints and Martyrs of le- 
ſus, Rev. 18.6. IT the cap which fhe hath filled to you, fill to 
her double, ſaith he, vvhich ſhall'be thy portion from the {and 
of the Lord, except thou repent. - 

And now the City was full of ſorrow, and ach trouble af- 
feted the ſober peopletherein, wyho before never ſaw fuch 
a day, nor heard of in Briſtol, wyherein their quiet, peacea- 
* ble, ſober, innocent, and ſubſtantial fellow-Citizens, were 


thruſt in heaps into holes after ſuch a manner for their Conlci- . 


ence. Bridew?l being full of them, Hke the place of a great 
Fair, five and ffty Women in Bridewel, not = a 
four or five beds to lie onz about the Bed of vvhich'in ove 
Chamber lay about 3o on the forz and floor, which by rea-, 
ſon of the xnclearneſs of that houſe in 2rary places of it (be- 
ing caſt in there in ſuch numbers on 'a'ſuddain, fo that the 
houſe could not be cleanſed before ) vvas ſo filled with ver. 
mine, that through the going up and down of ſuch multitudes, 
in every place, vvho in a manner filled every place was con- 
tracted, ſo that fleep could notreſt in the eyes of many who 
"had not been exercifed vvith ſuch hard lodging and trouble- 
ſome gueſts; Who were peopleof 2xality (many of them) 
and Credit, and lived otherwiſe in the world. And in New- 
gate, ſeveral ſuch, viz. ſome Merchants, ſome Shopckeepers, 


were conſtrained to lie on ſtraw that night, above Twenty ly. 


ing in the Circumference of one narrow place (for ſach a 


, number). 
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(87) 
number) called the Traztors ward, and indeed that' prifen 
was /o full, what with ov friends before and now committed, 
and what with old and #ew debtars, and feerrs, the time of 
the Afizes and Gaol delivery drawing on, that they were caſt 
thicker in proportion than a man that had regard to b# crea- 
tures, would put bi# dogs and ſwine, as if ſo be thox intend+ 
edſt by infeFion to haye diſpatcht /hemein that royſome hole 
which is ſcarce fit for dogs much leſs for xxex, ſach men as they 
were and had been bred and lived; though ox thereby 
ſhould(ſt hazzard thy ſelf & the City, it being the hot ſeaſon of 
the year, and in that reſpect the wore dangerous,much like t0 
Nero, whom Hiſtories repott to have eauſed Rome to beet 


on fire in ſeveral places whileſt he ſtanding on a Yower, with 


bis Mafitians made ſport thereat. 

:; Yet #his effected not what thox thoughtt to bring to pals, 
2%. by theſe things to withdraw the love of the City from #5, 
orto deter thew #htir viſiting of us,for it increaſed their 
lovez and people by heaps came to vilit thoſe of xs whom 
thox had{t_ caſt' into 3 ſome by the ſixth hour in the. 
next morning were to. viſit theas vis. at Bridewell, and. 
by continual entercourſe both there and. at Newgate, and ex- 
profſeons of their love ſhewed how much #4tir hearts were 
touched with #heir ſufferings, and let ws tell thee, it reached. 
further than 4» thing of th/- nature bad reached - befores. 
and many wete  pained atthe heert,- and kiiew not vyhat to 
doe, ſuch large furrows had theſey#hy.eruelties made upon, 
their ſouls 3 vvbich ſhevved thee an vmwiſe man in thy Ge- 
neration thus to AQ,raifing the fire ſo much the more, vvhich 
thou ſoughtelt hereby to quench, and making thoſe the wore 


.conlidergble,.and to haye a deeper root inthe City then ever, 


jj 
whom thox wouldeſt and endeavourdeſt to have rooted out ; 
for as was wrcte bee aforeſaid ; they being interwoven in the 
| City 
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City as a mans ſpirit is in his fleſh, and his fleſh in his bedy the 


ſuffering of thee proved as a mareHleſh in bh; body, and\ his 


ſpirit in his fleſh 3 and tho# cameſt ro be abhorred hereby, 


and thy name to beas fk in the City, whichas it never 
before ſaw ſach heaps of violence :' So It mever hated a ma 
more that thus did exerciſe it, and" ſo whileſt ages and gerera- 
tions laſts, this thy work will be thy ſhame and inthe- perpe- 
tal Monuments of time will brand thy name with ier0m:ny 
for ever : Thou ſhalt not avoid it except thox repent. 

Nor was it oxely in _— that theſe things thus ran, but in 
the Conntreyabout, and in Londox, yea throughout Englard, 


which whileſt it generally ſtood in a -odeſt ſenſibility and: 


loathneſs to ſuch As as theſe, had theleiſure to hear the 


ſound of theſe cruelties and to abhor thee, ſo that thox be- 


cameſt the general talk in City and Conntry, eſpecially at 


London, and not without the like atiConrt, which thought 


thee hadſt gon beyond the limitof the diſcreſſon'of their at- 
faires, and wad man like hadſt ſet a7 on fire, when as two or 


three ſticks (ſome of the principle of ther as the'Law directs, - 


might have tried how that ſmoak would have proved, and 
'its like thow hadſt no thanks from #herce forſo doing.” 

Yet the Lord was with his people who kept them in priſor 
. amidſt a/ theſe ſufferings; praiſing, and Lo his name 

as he was with them at the meetings, and inthe ſSce of hir 
preſence gave them the ſeale. of bis Aprobation, that, that 
their teſtimony to him was accepable in 45s ſight, and that 
they bore teſtimony to hi#e, Whole Names are. 


Newgate- Men. 
Thomas Gouldney, Charls Jones, Miles Dixin, Charls Har- 


vord, Will. Taylor, Rich, Marſh, Will. Taylor of the Caltle, 
George 
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George Gongh, Rich. Snead, Rich, Belſhar, Hen. Deditote, Jof. 
Owen, John Cole, Andrew Sole,Eraſin Dole, John Hunt,(16.) 


Women. 


Mary Gouldney, Eliz. Pyet, Magd. Love, Ann Sole, Joyce 
Dole, Eliz. Moore, Fliz. Gibbons, Joan Hiley. (8) 24 in all. 


Bridewell Men, 


John Moon, John Batho. Thomas Lewis, Nath. Day, Edw. 
Bifield', Jobn Neeves, Will. Davis, John Ivear, John Dole, 
Ber. Maynard, \Rich. Gotly, Phil. Cook, Hen, Moor, Rich. 
Nelſon, Hugh Hobhouſe, Tob. Dole, Thomas Hilman, John Bed- 


ford, Charls Sanders , Jer. Hignel!, Rog. Oldſtone, Liming 


Dickaſon, Will.:Noble, Will, Hill, Art. Hyat, Tohn Summers, 
Rob. Summers, Rowl. Dole, Nath. Allin, Sam. Gibbons,Charls 
Bowen, Dan. Gibbons, Edw. Payne, | Tam. Slaughter, Rich. 
Horſman, Tohn Styant, Tohn Saunders, Tohn Cox, Ed. Danicl, 
Rob. Weale, Tohn Neve, Thomas Whitturme, Will. Wells, Will, 
Tippet, Will. Peachy, Sim. Cadle, 1ja. Partridge , Cananuel 
Britten, Tohn Price, Lew. Rogers, Tobn Herne, Griff. Bowine, 
Tohn Martin, Sam. Rogers, Tho. Loſty, Will. Cawſon, Tarvis 
Wallis, Tohn Crump, Robert Geriſh,Tames Toghill, Morris Wil- 
liams, Lern. Lidman, Aniſtop. Bennet, Rich. Griffen, William 
Lane, Sim. Potter, Tohn Morgan, Fobn Hart, Will. Maynard, 
Will. Blackway, Tohn Bennet, Tho. Bowes, Tim. Hardiman, 
Tho. Bayly, Will. Atkins, Rich. Moor, Tho. Winfield, Bartho. 
Crocker, Richard Willis, Tho. Stockman, Will. Collins, Tobn 
Warwick, Tho. Window, Calib Hill, Step. Cormell, Will. Got- 
by, William Williams, Will. Sawcer, Tohn Love, Abra. Cole, 
1ho. Watkins, (91) 
M Women. 
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Women. 


Mary Prince, Han. Tordan, Mary North, Suſan Pearſon, 
Mary Nokes, Eliz. Sturridge, Eliz. Taques alias Tackson, G ar- 
trude Boyte, Elen Cole, Toan Tucker, Ann Chaſfin, Ruth Davis, 
Marg. Thomas, Mary Naylor, Ann Brinckworth, Sara Cattle, 
Fran. Styant, Tone Holiiter, Dor. Lord, Ann Phillips, Tone 
Lippiat, Eliz.Child, Alice Norden, Briget Francis, Mary Cole, 
Elen Maud, Eliz. Maynard, Brightward Geffries, Hei. Rei- 
nolds, Briget Wory, Mary Turner, Mary Hampton, Tone Willy, 
Kath. Davis, Eliz Morgan, Tone Williams, Fran, Hobhouſe, 
Han. Pitt, Ann Bateman, $ark Maynard, Mary Neve, Mary 
Rice, Tore Tones, Kath. Hughes , Suſan Gotby, Mary Willis, 
Toar Weale, Barb. Blackdown, (43) More were committed 
of the women, which made the number 55. whoſe names 
the Mittimns Tyd not + who' before the avitizmmus or warrent 
came, might* be at hberty, for it came not mill the 184 
of the ſame months and then it was to keep them Priſoners 
till the 2d of the 6th month called 4»gzi# following ; at 
which time they were fet at liberty, the Warrant being ot 
to ſuffer any during that time to joyn with them wander the 
pretence of the exerciſe of their Religion, under the pe- 
nalty of the A&. Signed, Jobx Knight, Mayor, John Lock, 
Johr Lawford. IP 

The next day-being the 4th of 5th month, thy Sergeant 
Tones and the Town Clerks man came both to Newgate and to 
Bridewell, and demanded of them to pay 2 s. 6 &. a piece, 
who the day before were fined ( many of them 6 4. each, 
and committed for non-payment ( as many were who were 
not fined at a, nor asked to pay, as aforeſaid ) and fo were 
fined twice for one offence, and committed twice, and ſome 
com- 
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committed, and then fined and committed 7 and #hb# is the 


manner of ty wild proceedings 3 which/faid' fine, each refu- 
ſing to pay; 'were committed, as aforeſ#i@,/ the' Tenor of the 
Warrant, or rather Mittiorws, for this was not like 4 warrant, 


though it ſhould have been a warrart, according to the A, 
being the ſame in hob places,and coming, as aforeſaid, which 
hath beey a'zſ#a? thiihg with thee, thotigh without) itthere #- 
zo legal commitment,” and an 40707 lies againft'the- Sheriff” 
for /o detaining them 3 yea foime ( hereafter to be mention- 
ed) were committed, and' confmed wary dayes Priſoners, 
and no W4rrart of Commitment to this day, being contrary 


, 


to Law; yea, after thou waſt out of thy year'feyeral dayes, 


came a Warrant to Newgate for the aſt 22 cotnmirred thi- 


ther beforethe expiration of thy Government 3 and what if it 


were Agnes John Knight Mayor, a date was out? 
And'th# is the trade, and ths is the work thow drivelt at 


Briſtol than which, what zore arbitrary? andj#b# is thy con- 
Acience to the Law, tothe execution of the Taw, unto which 


perſecution 3 O the Law, fayeſt thou, my outh, Tmuſt execute 


thou pretendeſt. When #hox art ſpoken to about this cruel 
the Law, I cannot help it, } am ſorry for it, for Gods ſake con- 


ſider of it, and do not ruin your ſelvesz which, if it were a 


truth, it would as well extend to Priſoners under thereſtraint 
of the law, or rather thine own, under the pretence of the 


Law; for Conſciente rightly informed, and working as it 


ſhould, works uprightly to the oze as to the other 3 but theſe 
are but ſhifts of thine, by which thoz wouldſt make people 


to believe (ſuch as are ſo weak fo to do, and there are but 
few of them in this City ) asit Conſcience late at the Helm, and 


ſteered #heſe proceedings, and that nothing but Conſeil 

was the cauſe of what #hox doeſt unto #x, vvho ſuffer for our 

Conſcience : Now Conſcience is not againſt Conſcience, vyhere 
? - 
Vl 2 1n- 
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indeed it is ſoz but vvhat Conſczence thou haſt, is in part alrea- 
dy manifeſt, and ſhall further be demonſtrated ere we have 

done vvithzhis Relation; for yyhich purpoſe, viz. to make 
manifeſt to thee thzne own vvork, and to bring it back again 
upon #hee, it yvas in part undertaken. 

To give oxe inſtance before wwe go any further, in the Caſe 
of Mary, Gouldney, vvhoſe mother and thine vvere owz liſters, 
as thou knovyelt, and hovy her. mother vvas: as a Nurſe unto 
thee ; for her Conſcience thow committedſt her and ber hus- 
band T. Gonldney, both on the day aforeſaid, who have ( as 
thou alſo knowelt }) a Shop, and great Trade, as to Grocery, 
and ſeveral children. It ſo fell out, that a relation of bers, un- 

. known to her, laid down. half a crown, which thou had(t 
fined her, whereupon ſhe was ordered to be ſet at liberty, with 
which ſbe not being ſatisfied, but fearing ſome underhand 
work, took the uder-keeper with her, and went down to thy 
houſe, and underſtanding there by thee how the fine was 
paid, and that it ſtood as her firif Conviction 3 being with- 
out her knowledge and conſent, for to conſent was a/ one as 
to pay it, and thereby ſhe ſhould have made ber ſelf a Tranſ- 
greffor, and by her own aftion have PRs her Teſtimony 3 

foe declared it to thee, and demanded the money to be deli- 
ver'd back again, which being done, thou waſt ſo unconſcio- 
nable to ber, who did what ſhe did in terderneſs of Conſcience, 
leſt ſhe ſhould fin againſt the Lord, rather than do which, ſhe 
vvillingly offered up what ſhe had in this World; that thor 
denied(t her the liberty to walk ſometimes in her own Garden, 
vyhich vvas nearthe Priſor, (& there being no out-let to the 
Priſen, vyhich ought to be for the health of the Priſoxers ) for 
her Milk fake, vvho vvas a Narſe to her little Boy, it being 
hot Weather vvhen he asked it of Thee ; No not for 500 /. 
1bow yvouldit not doit, ſaidſt thoy to the Keepers Wife, and 
ro 
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to Johx Saunders his Wife vyho ſpake to thee about it, not 
bl about her husband- Johr: 
Saunders his liberty ( vyho vvasa Grocer alſa, and a man of 
zmch buſineſs, and had many children, though ber Father, 
Alderman Deyes, was thy Mothers own Brother, and bred thee 
up ) nor vyouldlt thox do any thing for John Saxnders, but 
in the hurt of his Conſcience, though being committed by 
thee, he lay upon ſtravv in Traztors Ward for his Con+ 
ſcience. | 
And this is thy Conſcience, and the tenderneſs of thy heart 
to thy friends and near Relations for their Conſcience,, yet a 
great deal of love thou would(t needs pretend to thy Cozen 
Gouldney, as thou haſt to many more of Us, but vvherein 
It appears, 1s yet-to appear. Sure We are that ſhe continu- 
ed a Priſonertill the expiration of the time aforeſaid, and her 
husband alſo, aud Johr Saunders, as thou doeſt to #4 vuhat 
thou pleaſeſt , vvhom yvithout a cauſe thox purſueſt : but the 
day of the Lord is upon Thee, and thy Deceit is made ma- | 
nife(t. 
 Thenextfſt day of the Week being the 10th of 5th Mon. 
thou did(t cauſe the doors of the Meetirg-houſe to be kept 
faſt, having had thy belly full of toyl the day before; and 
being willing ( its like) to hear how thy other dayes aftion 
vyas reſented at Court; the Priſons moreover being ful, and . 
the City diſcontented, and the Seſzors drawing nigh, . ſo the 
Meeting vvas in the ſtreet, vyhich received the Taxnts of thy 
Sergeant Jones, ( vvho had zewly bought his office, and. as 
the Proverb 1s, peaking by contrarics, would needs be good 


in.it ) and Zaal aforeſaid, vvho ſeeing two ſtrangers there 


that came out of Ireland, took them avvay to Bridewell, 
and having taken the Names of whom they pleaſed, went 


their Way. 
The + 
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The Seſſzous being come, wiz. the 12th of the 3th mon. 
a"Bill of IndiFment at Comon Law vvas drawn,and exhibited 
' againſt William Ford, and thoſe 14 vvith him, that were had 
from Meeting the 12th of the Moneth before (as hath been 
related) and laid in m_ vyhichthe Grand 7urie finding, 
they were brought to the Hall in the Afternoon, and there 
at into the Cub where Murderers and Felons are uſedto be 
placed (though W. Ford, and Nath, Milner were thy neare 
Neighbours, and mer of dealing, in whom the Poor were 
much concern'd, and of good Reputation) and the 12di&- 
ment. being read to them there, For being at ar on 
Meeting, by force and Arms, &c. They pleaded (except Tho- 
mas Atkins, and Tobn Tohns) Not Guiltie, The Witneſles, 
viz, thy Officers, were examined, 'who ſwore, That in the 
Kings Name they made Proclamation for them to depart ;, 
When asa Month before, when thou commirtedſt thew,they 
ſwore that it was in thy Name, for which thoy then reprov- 
edſt them, ſaying, 1t ſheuld have been in the Kings which 
in a Monthstime (it ſeems ). was become ſo. This the Pri- 
ſoniers oblerved, and pleaded againſt the Validity of the7y te- 
ſtimony, - who ſwore oxe thing one moneth, and another 
thing, asto the ſame matter, another month, as they did a- 
gainſt the falſhood of the matter of their Teſtimony. This 
thou ungertook'ſt to juſtifie, and would'ſt needs (to ſhew 
how thou wa'ſt ſtill concern'd inthe Proſecution of exr ſut- 
fering,) prove by Conſequence 3 thus, Thou wert the Kings 
Officer, they made Proclamation in thy name, »—" an of- 
ficer, of the Kings 3, therefore it was in "the Name of the King. 
Fine:;Logick in. Law: But a Bll of Indi@ment, as to Perju- 
rie, before a Righteous Jury (thox not being the Judge, for 
thou art concern'd, and no righteous Judgment can be ex- 
pefted at thy hands) would cp the ears of thy Officets,and 


g1ve 
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_— other ſufferings of fre and Impriſonment; and 

n how could thy Logick ſerve them? For, Words of 
Evidenct ought tobe plain, and the ſame; not one day one 
thing, and another day another thing 3 and thy Name is not 
the Kings, and the Kings Name is not thine in point of Pro- 
clamation, eſpecially unlefs thou wilt needs be King in Bri- 
fol, which, it ſeems,one of the Judges ofthe Kings Bench ſaw 
cauſe toplace upon thee, as aforeſatd. 

Take heed John Knight of theſe things 3 Ego &- Rex meas, 
T and my King colt Cardinal Poole ſomething 3 thou muſt not 
come too near here 3 though thy mind afpires too much. Rex 
member the ſaying of old,viz. Kings and Concubines admit my 
competitors. Take heed, John Knight, of Tower-hill, the 
Axe there hath an edge for all ſave Kings; and once know, 
that Proclamations as to Law, muſt be in the Name of the 
King, not thine Tobn Knight unleſs in the Name. of the, 
Kirg,. fo thow maitt ſtay thy haſt; leaſt thox repent at leiſure, 
Theſe things rendred thy Witnefles in vzew of the HaY,not fit 
to teſtifhe, having appeared forſworr : But thor did({t not think 
fo, that was not to the bulmeſsthox hadft in hand, viz. Right 
or Wrong (as it ſeems):tomake them ſuffers ſo talle Witneſs 
ſes may ſerve, any thing, that is /zke that's call d a Witneſs, 
that hath a ſ3//able or two like the matter, may ſerve the 
tern ; the matter is judged already, viz. They ſhall ſuffer. 
E..- ſame was in the 'caſe of Thoors Speed, &c. as atore- 
aid. 

So Robert Edwards, Sergeant, ſwore Poſitively, that WW. 
Ford was in the meeting, when as he met William Ford in the 
Freet, and there took him up; and when Y. Ford asked 
him, 1z what place be ſaw hint in the Meeting? he hung down 
his head, and fai4 nothing. The ſame be alſo ſwore as to 
Tohn Love, whom he law coming down the ſtairs of the meet-. 
ing 
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ig Roome; But al/ men that are in their wits do know; that 
the-ſtairs to: a place is not the place; and Evidence in point 
of Teſtimonie, ought to be Poſetive, both asto Place and 
Time, 

Yet this was the Entertainment that they met with at thixe 
and the hands of thy Officers. But this is not all ; after theſe 
thy Witneſles had faid what they pleaſed, thou ſpakeſt a 
few words to the Jurie, and then they withdrew forthwith, 
ot having heard the Priſoners, who though they called 
upon them to ſtay, and to hear what they had to fay fer 
themſelves; for, $i Judicat aliquid, altera parte in audita, 
hand equum facit Judicium : That is, He that judgeth anie 
thing, the other part being unheard, can hardly give right 
Indement, as the Maxim 1s3 Yet a they went, as if ha- 
ving heard tee, it was enough 3 and t 
thy mind were ſufficient, ſo giving to underſtand,as if th 
were a Confederacie between Ton,. to make them to ſuffer, 
which one of them intimated to thee in a Letter, hereafter 10 
be mentioned. Whereupon the Priſozers called aloud totkee 
and the Town-Clerk to cauſe them to ſtay 3 in which, being 
importunate (as indeed it did concernthem) thox andthe 
Town-Clerk called to them to ſtay , yet they vyould not re- 
turn to their place to hear thexr, but vvent in; and after they 
vvere vvithdrawn, Gunter (the Fore-man of the 7wrie, an 
Officer formerly in the 2471:tia, and a known inveterate eme- 
mieto #5, came forth with the Book of Statutes under b3s 
Arme, deſiring to know of the Town-Clerk , againſt what 
Statute it was, when the Indictment was at Common Law, So 
vvell prepared vvas this Fore-man and the 7urie(as men ule to 
fay by the contraries) and inſtructed in the caſe of the Prj- 

ſoners, that they departed before they had heard,and would 
not return to hear what they had to fay in thezr own behalves 


(as 


at the knowledge of 


| 
| 
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(as aforeſaid, though they did not underſtand) to vvhich the 
Town-Clerk reply'd to this purpoſe, That it vvas not againſt 


any Statute, but the Common Law. 
Nevertheleſs, the Lord over-ruled him and them, having a 


regard to his Name and People, who were Innocent of axy 


ſuch thing as force and armes, &c, both in heart and bard, in 


principle and pradGice, vvhich thou endeavouredſt fil not- . 


withſtanding to fix upon thew. We lay, the Lordover-ruled 
them fo, as that tbey brought-in a verdit 'in Writing (as the 
Prifoners heard, for they ſaw: not the Jury, nor heard what 
they delivered, which ought to have been otherwiſe) to this 
purpoſe, . Guilty of an unlawful meeting, but not of force and 
arras, and to the terror of the peaple. Thelame, in effect, as 


had been by a the Juries jn thezr Verdids;as aforeſaid. The | 


Priſoners underſtanding that a Verdi was delivered, | de- 
manded, What it 'was 5 The Clerk anſwered, Guilty of an 
unlawful aſſembly. They ſaid, They underſtood it was /alſo, 
but not of force and Arnis, &c. He anſwered, It was force and 
arms by conſequence, being tound an Unlawful aff lz; the 


10 2. a picce, and |[committed/t them ro P 


Pyott, &c. is declared at large. Then thou : 
ment, 


Now the Letter wherein their hard uſage was rehearſed to 
thee, of which ſomethiSe hath been: hinted, was as 
followeth : 


N Friend 


iſon till Y-& | 


. 


Tg) 
Friend, 


Am conſtrained ſor the clearing of my Conſcience towards 
| God and towards Man, to- write theſe few lines unto 
thee, in regard that-on-the 12th 'of this inftant, 1, with ma- 


ny more of my friends, were called before thee at the 


Quarter-Sefſions, being a full woneth and more in Priſox,for 
no other caſe, but for being at a Meeting to Worſhip the 
Lord, who will be worſhipped in Spirit and 1m Truth, out of 
which allthe Worlds Worthips are. We being then willing 
to come to onr Tryal, enbetiing that'we ſhould have' been 


fairety delt withall, and we have refer'd our cauſe to thar of 


God in our Juries conſcjences, which we knew right well would 
have given. Firdi&® according ro+ the righteous Law which 
ought tobe a Perſt& guide to a men, but they being incenſed 
by thy many fulſe atenſations, and the faſſe evidence given by 


thy ſervants, carried them (T meanthe Jury) probably to ma- 


nifeft 1h-»:ſelves ſo wickedly, and ſo unreaſonable towards av, 
For was it 'ever known that a Jzry ſhould refufe to' hearthe 
Priſoners, or that a Magiſtrate ſhould ſuffera Jury to deale 
ſowickedly, and unreaſonably contrary to Law, lince that 
it was fo much defired by my ſeffe and others, which had very 
muchto fay to them © Was it not like that #hox, and they were 
agreed to enfnare the #zmocext? Thinkeſt thou that the Lord 
wittnot viſit for theſe things, and that the wicked (hall goe 
unpuniſhed ? Is this fer the Honour of the King, or ſhall it 
be Jaid tg: his charge Remember how thy ant when 
they gave. evidence againſt ws, how on their Oathes that they 
faid hat they made Proclamation twice in thy Nawe, and thou 


reprovelt them, and ſaid, they ſhould bave done it in the Kings 


Name ; Yet when we were brought to oxr Tryal, |they on thei 


Oath's ſaid, It wasin the Kmgs Name, 7 declared their deceit | 


t1þee, thoy endeavoureſt to blinde it over by thy confequen- 
| , ces 


a a «© A A tw tc FF. 7% 


Ya a Axa wu -©@ -— i . ** »p AMS Kb lid A = % > a ©. 


Gd ff 7 
ces declaredſt that they being thy Officers, and thox being a 
Subordinate Magiſtrate under him, they geclaring in thy 
Name; it was-in the Kings Nawe, but theſe things will :not 
hide thee, neither doe I believe that the King will ownthe 
evil-aGtions of evil Magiſtrates 3 which by ſuch evil conſe- 
quence might be turned upon hun, but the Lord will in his 
time fmde you'ont, and make you manifeſt, and plead the 
cauſe of the 7»nocent in righteouſaeſs, and avenge bimſelfe of + 
of hisenemies. | | 

Friend, It is wcll known that we are a people which are of 4 
good life and corverſation in this City, and thou in thy ronſci- 
ence knows that. we have not as to the Common Law deſerved 
either bonds or impriſonments, but if far conſcience ſake we 

»ſt ſuffer, it is not more then we can exſpet# from the unrighte- 
945,4nd the diſabedient, for they always didſo ; and by that cha- 
rater are they known for faith-Chrift, They ſhall hall yee 
out of the Synagogues, and perſecute, and diſpitefully uſe 
you, and ſpeak all manner of evil again(t you, formy Names 
fake 3- and he that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer 
perſecution :" Did ever the righteous peſecute, ſearch the 
Scriptures, and be not deceived ; Was it not he. that was born 
after the fleſh, that perſceuted him that was born after the ſpi- 
rit * And was not he that was born after the fleſh a» \envier 
and # murderer, a (cofter, and a (comer, and @ perlecutor 2 
And is it not ſpnow,and was not hee that was bort after the ſpi- 
rit Meek and Gentle, and of a Lowly heart, being perſecuted, 
ſuffered it, reliſting not evil, but doing good tor eyilz Sexrch 
thy ſelfe and trie which of theſe ſtates are thine, for aſſuredly the 
day will come when thou ſhalt not hide thy (elfe iz pretend- 
ing only that thou art (worn to keep the Kings Laws, and to 

put them in execution; Buf what Laws is it that thou puzteſt in 

execution * How doth wickedneſs abound in this City, 7 al- 
| 


: 
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woſt all manner of profaneſs £ How doth Oathes ſound in the 
frects? How doe Drunkards reile from Alchoule to Tavern, 
and Alehouſes, and Taverns, ind Kettle : Allies ſwarm with 
profane Perſons 5 Take heed that thou art nut foand to.turm 
the edge of the ſword, which is for thewicked, and for the 
tranſgreſlor againſt the righteous, aud ſo bring innocent blood 
on thine own head, for thou mayſt remember that when theu 
waſt ſpeaking of the Law, thou ſaidſt it was grounded upon the 
Scripture 5, then conſider our indiFment was not proved againſt 
us, forit was falſe, we having no force of Armes, neither was 
we a terrour toany people, and as for our meetings we kxrow 
rightwel it is according to the will of God,and agreeableto the 
Scriptures,& it was the practice ofthe S's, of old,who met often 
together in private houſes, and in the fields,and on the moun- 
raines in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon for the edifying of the bo- 
dy, not having any regard to the worſhipping in Temples 
and Synagogues, which Chriſt propheſied againſt : Bat ore 
thing more concerning our Tryal, Is it not according tothe 
Law, that the ury ſhould have given their Verdict mn oper 
Courr in oxr hearing, and ſo have been Aecorded, bur it we 
never heard, neither did they all appear in open Court when 
the Virdit was given, which was done ſo privately, I call it 
privatelie, becauſe wee Priſoners heard it not, but when we 
demanded what Virdict was brought in, one of your Clerks 
laid, Wee were brout in g-/tie without any limit, but we are 
informed otherwiſe, and that it was written in a piece of pa- 
per, ſo thow mayſt ſee how unrighteoully thou haſt delt with 
x, incaſting «5 into priſon : and fol ſhall leave theſe things 
to the rightoons Indge of all the earth, which will Judge righ- 
teouſl'y between #2, and thee, Thus have I cleared my con- 
ſcience, whoam a lover of thine immortal Soul, and delireth 
the lalvatiun of 1t. Will. am Ford, 
Thus 
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Thus ended the Seſſzo7 fo far as it related to the Priſoners 
afairs atoreſaid,now the Fair drew on,as to which both thoſe in 
priſon, & thoſe out were much concern'd, what as to themſelvs, 
& what asto thoſe who were dealers with them, beſides many 
accounts fell then to be made up, whileſt thoſe ſtrangers were 
here who had dealing with them, eſpecially being upon the 
foot ofa Law, for Baniſhmcnt, and many thought who were 
not of #s, that theſe things vvould have had fome influence 
on thee, to have pretermitted the edge of thy Proſecutions 
on #2, at leaſt till the Faire wasover, itbeing a matter of 
great crueky that Fe ſhould be thus put , upon it, in oxe 
jun&ure to hazzard ſo- much of our buſineſs, or owr con- 
ſcience. | | 

And although thox hadſt no reflection of tendernefls, as to av, 
thy Neighbors in this particular, todoe as thou wouldſt be 
done unto, yet ſome thought both of thy Relations,and a- 
thersconcern'd in the Faire, that were, not called by our 
.Name, that thou would(t have had ſome regard to them, and 
the City, ſeeing we were concern'd with ſo many people that 
-were not of as well as with thoſe who were of #2, it being thy 
Place to indulge the Faire by all means th6x couldtft, but rhox 
turneſt the deafe car to af, and wouldlt not here,no not fo 
much as to intermit oze dayes furious onſet upon #2, but asif 
the Priſons were nct full enougl already, or that the weather 
was not hot, or that there was zo danger of infedion, thou 
droheſt oz without conſideration hike theOF#ritchrin the wilder - 
neſs that layeth her eeg in the ſand, and confidereth not that the 
borſe heel may cruſh it, and when ſie lif.eth ker ſelf up regardeth 
not the cry of the driver, and on the 17th of 51h Moneth, be- 
ing the firſt day of the week without any of the Aldermex 
with thce at firſt, (Alderman Sandy for whom thondidſt {cnd, 
coming after) thou camelt dewn ta the meeting with the $Le- 
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rifſe, 'and an''0 yes being made inthe meeting Roome, thou 
there behavyedit #hy ſelte as heretofore, and didſt commit to 
Newgate, 

Men. 


© Dennis Holliſter, John ſpeed, Daniel Waſifield, Edw. Mar- 
tinedale, William Teamans, John Withers, VVilliam Rogers, 
Gobert Sykes, John Sanders, Nine in all, whereof four were 
Merchants, 'two Grocers, two Soap-boylers, one Salter, moſt 
of them conliderable men, both as for- eſtate and dealing : 
Will. Yeamans fon and heire of Robert Teamans, who had 
been Shenff of the City, and was'execnted at his wives Fa- 
thers door in the beginning of the late war for the King, 10h 
Speed and Dar. Waſtfield ſons in Law to the ſaid Robert Yea- 
*ars, who married two of his daughters, but none of theſe 
things could prevaile with thee, though thou waſt _— 
rant of thee, and yet thor pretendelſt to be a frierd of the 
Kings, who then the fea Monſters waſt worſe, of which Terc- 
mie complains, for they draws out the breaſt, and give ſuck ro 
their young ones, bxt thou becameſt cruel like the Oftrtch in + 
the wilderneſs, Lam. 43. And to Bridewel/ thou didft com- 
mit. 


Men. 


Tho. North, (* a Maſter of a ſhip, and on a Voyage to Sea ) 
Tho. Baker, Thomas Terret, Dan. Neal, John Mills, John Barns, 
Samuel Comb, W. Price, Kob.Gibbons, James Barker, W. Wil- 
cox, George White, Andrew Vivers, John Hardiman, John 
"Rogers, W. Tovy, John Naylor, John Smith, John Hale, fobn 
Clark, W. Shatford, Theophilus Newton,$am, Cottrel, Richard 

Lindey, Simon Cox; Morgan Lamb. ( 26 ) 
ES: Women 
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Women.” 


Jane Batho, and Alexandra Harcourt. twenty eight in ul, 
making up the number with thoſe at Newgate 37. and the. 
number of thoſe before committed, tws hundred thirty and 

foxr, that istofay, at Newgate 60. and at Bridewel 174. 


On that day allo Sarah Wilkinſon. was brought to Bride- 
wel, for being with Prieſt. Horn at James Steeple houſe, and 
John $imons, the day before for words, pretended to be a- 
gainſt your Worſhip, though 6ardly ſq ta be ſtrained, making 
up the zxarber, as aforeſaid. | 

The Seſſaers being -upon the morrow, viz. the 18th of 5th 
Month 1664. ( for thou .heldſt them in Adjournment the 
greateſt part of the Quarter to ſerve thy Pleaſure ) thox didft 
ſend for D. Holler; John Speed, Dan. aſfiet , and Ed. 
Martingdale, and there did(t ſentence D. Holliſter in 4 1. fine, 
the reſt in 2 5.6. d. a piece, which they not anſwering, thox 
condemnedit Hoe#/iſter to ten weeks Impriſanment, ( a day be- 
yond the Date of #hy Government.) and, the reft at a Month, 
and then zen aunded(t ihe to Newgate 3. the reſt at Newgate 
and Bridewe{, committed the day betore, were ſentenced in 
2 5. 6d. apiece, and a Months unpriſunmens, in default of 
payment 3 which they not anſwering, viz. the Fines, were 
continued till the expiration of the date aforeſaid, Signed 
John Knight Mayor, Jobe Lock, Walter Sandy. EAN 

Indeed Dennis Holifter had ſomething to do. with Thee at 
the Seſſzons, for thox rambledſt about there much according 
to th:ne old wont, talking what thou pleaſed(t thy ſelf, ar, 
charging up and down at what rate: thou would(t, ano” 
wouldl/t not let him ſpeak in. his owz. juſtification, wir 
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wuch interruption 3 calling him Rebel, and the Aceting a 
company of Rebels, with a deal of other ſtuff not worth the 
Relation. So that he was conſtrained to tell thee, That thou 
waſt an"Vrriehteows Judge, who wouldſt not hear as well as 
ſpeak, who wouldſt charge a ar, and not give him leave 
to anſwer for himſelf; and he alleged that he wasnot ſatished 


with his commitment, ſeeing that thou hadſt neither them . 


nor before, made it to appear that the Meeting was under 
pretence of Religion, or that he met fo, which, that it was, 
thou hadſt cauſed to be ſet down in the Record, though the 
Witneſs did not ſo ſwear, and yet would(t not hear, but did(t 
cauſe thy Record to be read, where it was ſet. down as afore- 
ſaid, viz. that he was there under the pretence of Religion, with 
which he charged #hee,and with the falſzeſſe of thy Record 3 
whereupon William Kemp the _ which was the wit- 
meſs, was called again, and he aftirmed, upon thy demand, 
that he could only ſay, that he ſaw D. H. at the meeting, and 
that he ſaw him there, but knew not nnder what pretence it was; 
and that he heard him to ſpeak to thee, viz. that he was there 
in the fear of God, and not in contempt. Whereupon D. H, 
to'd thee of thy Unrighteonſneſs, in ſobriety, and in modera- 
tion, and how thou ſaweſt that the Witref” could not ſwear 
that he was there under colowr and pretence of Religion, and 
yet thou had(t recorded itas ſworn, and how he did abſolutely 
deny that he was there under ay pretence, and colcur what- 
ſoever, but in the fear of the Lord; and he demanded of 
thee to make it to appear that he had ſo broken the Law, 
which thou had(t inſerted in the Record without proof, and 
ſo was but thy ſaying ſo, who faidſt what thox wouldeſt, and 
, didſt what thou pleaſcd(t; yer thow would(ſt not hear, but told 
him that he was fin?d 41. as aforefaid, or he muit lie in Priſon 
Io weeks, as aforcſaid-z which he refuſing to pay, for he told 

thee, 
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thee, he would not pay Thee four farthinge, thou ſeriteſt him 
with the reſt to. Priſon... And this is aother Demonſtration 
of thy Unrighteous, and Unjuſt Proceedings, in ſeeking right 
or wrong, to make s to ſuffer, and is a proof of the fulhood of 
that thy Record, which ( it _— though falſe 3 and ths 
Wrong mult ſtand in force againſt }zeme, but theſe thy doings 
make thee manifeſt, and tho# ſhalt have rendred unto thee 
from the Righteous God according to thy deeds, 

Indeed, thox wouldft needs have forced' what he faid to 
thee the day before, to have been ſpoken by him in Contempt. 
viz. That he, hearing that thou hadſt made a ſtrif enquiry af- 
ter him in particular the laſt time thou wait there, he had ha- 
fFed to order his buſineſs in the Conntrey, and to get home his 
wife and family, and that he was come there freely to give up 
bimelf into thy hands, and to manifeit that he neither feared 
thy Priſons, nor thy Baniſhment, for he ſaid, he was not aſha- 
med to ſuffer affliFion with the people of God : which he ſpake 
upon thy ſaying to hize, that thou didit wonder that he was ſo 
unwiſe a man asto be found in ſounlawful an 4ſembly, when- 
as thou ſoughtſt him there, and underſtanding that he was 
there by thy officer, cameſt down to the Meeting, and behind 
his back upbraidedſt his being abſent. Soit ſeems with thee 
he was one thing abſent, and azother preſent, as to the ſame 
thing 3 but it appeared that #hox thirſtedſt to have him, and 
being abſent, thox reproachedſt himr, and being preſent, thou 
termed(ſt him a man xrwiſe, who was there in obedience to 
the Lord, to bear teſtimony to hix Name : So what will 
pleaſe thee £ Burt o man right 1a 45s wits can conſtrue this 
matter of Contempt, but rather as a Determined Reſoluti- 
on to abide what thox couldſt do unto him for bis teſtimony 
to the Truth. 

So this Seflions palled over alſo, receiving another Adjourn- 
O mertk , 
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ment, for ſo thou keptſt the Seſfions ſt5l/ on foot 5 loving to 
domineer 1t there, and thither- to drag after #hee thy fellow 
Citizens, to talk, and do'to themr as thou did(t pleaſe, where 
thou walſt ſure to keep thew from anſwering thee, but as thou 
pleaſedlt. | : 

By this time the Priſoners were become very ſtrait, what 
through Debters, the fair drawing on, what through Fellons 
and Treſpaſers, the Oyer and Terminer and Goal delivery be- 
ing near, what through the multitude of Us Priſoners, and 
the heat of the Seaſor 3 whereupon leſt any infetion ſhould 
be, or other inconvenience to the health, or life of the Priſo- 
zers, and ſo to the Sheriffs, and the City, ſome then being 
not we/7, who had long lain on ſtraw, though of terder edu- 
cation, a Letter was wrote to Sheriff Streamer, by one of the 
Priſoners, for him to communicate to his brotber Sheriff Brad- 
way allo, ſignifying theſe things, and warning ther of the i-+ 
conveniencies, and defiring an Enlargement of the Priſon, as 
of Right it ought to be, and according to Law, the Power of 
the Goal being in thew, which they could enlarge and re- 
move as they would ; which had the ſame reſentment- from 
them, who declared themſelves content, and orders they gave 
to the Goaler to inlarge the Priſon, and Sheriff Bradway or- 
dered D. Holliſter ( who was an i»firm man of Body) to have 
a lodging zear the Priſcn, which thou waſt ſo offended at, 
though thou waſt not Sheriff, (and fo thou medleſt in other 
mens matters ) that for quietneſle ſake, and that the Sheriff 
might not be #00 much taunted at by thee, ( for thox threat- 
nedſ{t much, though without Power ) D. H. thought it con- 
venient-to return, and fo went to old Newgate again. Thou 
loped(t indeed to have taken the Goaler upon the Hip, for 
letting him at large, becauſe he was ſeen ſtanding at the door 
of his Priſon 3 and without Coxrt, Evidence, or Jury, did(t 
demand * 
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demand'1o /. of him: preſently, asa- five upon the New At 
but zhox waſt miſtaken, as aforeſaid, for it was bis Priſan ; as 
thou waſt alſo.in thy manner of Proceeding, whodid(t uſe the 
Jaylor at thy pleaſure, though ( as.hath been ſaid: hoy waſt 
not Sheriff, and had{t nothing to do with the Priſox, further 
than Commitment according to Law, and the Jaylor was to 
obſerve the Orders of his Maſters. So a great ſtir there was, 
which was maſt azzreaſonable inthee, not only for. the Reafors 
aforclaid, but becaute thoxhadit before by thy Sergeant John 
Jones, upon the f7r/t:great commitment. on this 4&#, ſent Qr- 
ders to the Jaylor of Newgate, and the Keeper of Bridewell al- 
ſo, to enlarge the Priſons, into places. near, which thox did(t 
upon 4s informing thee upon bir.0wn: View, and at the. deſire 
of ſoine of the Priſoners, how they were throng'd together, 
:ndiyet now did{t tind fault with what was done m purſuance 
of thine Own, as vvell as the Sheriffs order. 

Bur al/-theſe things do manifeſt thy infatiable rage againſt 
x5, 'who wouldſt not willingly have .&r:breath in the Earthz 
and though Hxmanity ſometimes did.touch thee, through the 
unreaſonableneſs of their lufferings, and the out-cry of the Ci* 
ty, and ſo wouldlt order ſomething, as aforeſaid, yet by and 
by, when that 19:ſatiable, pertecuting ſpirit was up -in #hee 
again, thou wouldlt do the contrary, even contraty to Hu- 
#:anity, not conlidering that thox alſo waſt a Haz, and ſubject 
to the ſame infirmities as they, and wouldſt not have the 
things thox didit to -thexs done unto thee; yea, ſo inhumane 
thou walt, that a rufjlang tcllow (in appearance) being 2 


ſtranger, and paſſing by the Priſer, with his horſe, ſeeing 


Company at the door of the Priſor, and enquiring the 
matter concerning the thing, and underſtanding of O#r im- 
priſonment, ſaid, ina great deteſtation of thee, to wit, #ss 
this Man born of a Woman? Which queſtion be n= 
O 2 we 
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well ak, having underſtood how contrary to a Ma# thor had(t 
acted. | 

The ſame ſtir thox keptt, leſt a»y of the Priſoners at the 
time of the fair, ſhould have ay connivance to be a l:tthe 
at home to order their buſineſs, ( being very great with. dz- 
vers of them) and to make up their Accounts with thoſe 
with vvhom they dealt 3 and thou would(t not yield that th 
Cozen T. Gonldney ( who had great occaſions) ſhould vvit 
a Keeper be a day or two at his houſe, and }. Speed could not 
be permitted oe hour-to be at home, to finiſh an Account 
with an Exceter Merchant, who, it ſeems, for that purpoſe 
made the defirez and thox didſt hope by all this to have bow- 
ed theme unto thy will, through the zeceſſzty of their affairs 
for many friends were hard put to it, having, ſeveral of theme, 
_ and ſervants in priſon, and the fair being the time 
of their harveſt, as it were, for xzoft of the year tollowing 3 
but the Lord was vvith them, though thox vvalt ſo cruel and 
anmerciful,- and kept them in this _ Tryal, vvherein they 
vvere proved ; and ſeeing they had done vvhat appertained, 
and vvhat in a good Contience they could do to their fami- 
lies, ſubmitted to the Will of the Lord, and vyere content, 
that he, through their ſufferings, might be glorified; for 
vyhich the Lord will be their + hos. they having choſen 
rather to ſuffer their Eftates and Liberties to be forced, than 
to force their Conſcience. | 

Now on the 24th of 5th Month, the day before the Fair, 
and the firſt day of the Week, thou vvaſt otherwiſe imployed 
than to be at the Meeting; for thy going to James Steeple- 
houſe, vvhich vvas in the Fair, with thy traiz, hindred thy 
coming thither, leſt thy Pomp ſhould be leſlened by thy at- 
tending upon #53 ſo the Meeting had ſome reſt from the trow- 
ble of thee and thy Officers that day, though the ſtrangers 
were 
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were [not altogether free at thy Worſhip, whom to put in 
thoſe that followed 7hee, thou thy ſelf{as was ſaid) vvith 
thy own hands, coming out of thy Pew,moſt unlike a Mazor, 
but ſome ſuch vvork #-o# mult needs be at, as'with «v, pul- 
ledſt out, forgetting (it ſeems) where thox vvalt. | 

The firſt day of the week following, viz. the 31 of the 5th 
month, was much like this, the Officers came and took ſome 
Names, but went thezr wayes without making any other di- . 
ſturbance, at leaſt ſuch as they were wont to make in that 
place. For indeed, till the third day of the next moneth 
was over, the expiration of the date of thy firſt Commit- 
ments, tho knewelſt not well where to put them, the Priſons 
there being full, would thez have ſome eaſe, who'on that 
day were ſet at liberty; thoſe in Bridewel being a Conſidera- 
ble number,going in a Body to the Tolzey together,and then to 
their ſeveral habitations as they were free. 

So. the Priſons being ſomewhat eaſed, the ext firſt day 
thou camelt unto thize old vyork again, being the 7th of the 
6th month, and with ſuch a greedy appetite as a Wolf long 
vvitheld from his yvonted prey, thou fell'{t upon the Meet- 
ing, and there having ſet up thy vvonted Court, and cauſed 
an 0 Tes to be made, Ald. Creſwick being vvith thee, thou 
didſt ſend to the Priſons theſe that follow : 

Newgate Men. . 

Nath. Day, William Davis, W. Taylor, W. Lane, Rich. ' 
Snead, W. Pope, Chriſt. Bennet, John Brook, Jol. Kippin, .. 
Joh. Dowell, Robert Nokes, Benjamin: Maynard, George - 


Women. 
Mary Gouldney, Han. Jordan, - Joan Hiley, Ifabel Yea- 
mans, Eliz. Rogers, Mary Smith, Martha Smith, Mary Corbet; 


Bathſheba Speed, Grace Withers, Ann.Day, Sarah _— 
Lidia. ].. 
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Lidia Tovy, Joan Dixin, Mary Belſhar, Eliz. Maynard, Eliz. 
Moor, Ann Sole. (18. ) 
Bridewell Men. | 
Dan. Gibbons, *Charles Marſhal, W. Davis, Jam. Neves, 
Phil. Cook, Sam. Godfrey, Charles Bowen, Jam. Dimond, 
Joh. Martin, Edw. Bifield, _ Olditone, Grittith Laſcomb, 
W.-Cannings, Rob. Weale, John Styant, John Heme, Ralph 
"Cock, Sam: Gibbons, Nat. Allin, Barth. Crocker, Thomas 
Bayly, Rich. Willis, Edw. Daniel, John Seward, Griffith 
Browne, Thomas Saunders, Will. Sawſer, Jam. Toghil, Le- 
ming Dickaſon, Phil. Peak, Joh. Warwick, John Crump,Will. 
Hill: Will. Fovy, Caleb Hill, Wil. Atkins, Jam. Wallis, Joh. 
Price, Ambroſe Scor, Peter Hadeing, Char, Saunders, Wilt. 
Wells, John'Neves, Will. Britton, Edw. Paine, Tho. Wick- 
dow, Lewis Rogers, John Martin, Sim, Cadle, John Packer, 
Will. Cawſon, John Jennet, Nich. Horfeman, W. Peachy, 
Rob.'Geriſh, Tho.'Hilman, W. Pludwell,Tim.Harding, Tho. 
Bourne, ou Wear, Joh.Bennet, Joh. Dale, Cananuel Britton; 
Bern. Lidman, Sam. Plumnely, Tho. Lofty, Joh. Knut, Joh. 
Cox, Edw. Bennet, Jam. Slaughter, Thomas Stockman, John 
Summers, Will. Gotby, Hagh Hobhouſe, Richard Got- 


lies. (75:) 
Women. 


Sarah Peak, Sar. Snead,. Joan Day, Eliz. Driver, Sar. May- 
nard, Mary Lindey, Suſ. Pearſon, Blanch Bough,Elinor Lewis, 
Ann Long, Suf. York, Elin. Cole, Ann Hawkes, Martha Chock, 
Joan Crew, Bridg. Wory, Joan Tomlinſon, Rebecca Howell, 
Han. Balle, Merlin Jones, Eliz. Stevens, Joan Britton, Joan 
Farmer, Mary Jones, Dorcas Gibbons, Joan Hill, Ann Dav's, 
Ann Phillips, Edith Byfield, Suf. Styant, Frances Styant, Ann 
Watkins, Ann Britton, Eliz. Price, Kath. Wakelifte, Elizab. 
Matthews, Emme 'Simons, Joyce Warzen, Joan Younger, 
Jane 
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Jane Weale, Sarah Davis, Ann Hill,Eliz. Eagles. Mary Evans, 
Mary Neves, Ann King, Margery Lovell, Mary Naylor, Eliz. 

' Turford; Mary Leveretz Rebecca Jennings; Grace Kato An. 

; Sampſon; Elin. Maud; Suf. Gotby; Kath. HugheszAnn Price; 
Mary Harvord; Eliz. Ariell; Sarah Morris; Mary Rice Alice 

Kill; Mary ColezMary Cockman; Mary Lovell; Mary Knight; 
Ann Mayes; Mary Brock; Margr. Thomas junior;Mary Cham- 
bers; Mary Toghillz Joan Willams; Mary Hamptons Elizab. 
Wilkinſon; -Gartrude Boiſtez Ann Bateman; Eliz. Martinz 
Eliz. Walker; Elinor Traverſe; Eliz. Holder; Alice Slaughters 

TT Thomas ſenior, Ann Chaftinz Mary Perry; Joan Welt. 

Fht whole number of this dayes commitment to Bridewell, 
of Men and Women being One hundred ſixty and three, and to 

Newgate Thirty and one. One Hundred, Ninety and foure in 
als, 

And many of theſe vvere Wives, and Servants,and Maſters, 
and Husbands, and Children ; the hwbands of ſome in one 
place, and the wives in oothersfor thou vvillingly would(t not 
fuffer any to paſs, ſo greedy waſt thou 3 and amongſt the 
reſt were three Women —_ Hxusbands were diſtratted,and 
had been ſo for a /ong ſeaſon 3 and ſeveral of theſe were poor, 
whoſe Families depended upon their liberty for their mainte- 
nance; yet oeand the other, old and young, maiter and ſer« 
vant, children and parents, hueband and wife, in poverty or 
abundance, all muſt go 3 toi no ſort, or ſex, or age, or conditi= 

tion hadſt thon regard 3 but of thy devouring ſpirit of rage and 
exvy all muſt partake, and be lodg'd in theſe priſons, howe- 
ver they comeout, dead or alive, all was one to thee. Nay 

if ſo be they, yea all the generation of #9 who fear the Lord, 
might have been ſo diſpoſed of, as that they never more 


might have ſeen the $7, or been heard of, it had Rn 
thee 
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thee well, unto whom the 72rocert are a burden, and thou 
wouldſt be rid of it 3 but upon thee mult their ſufferings reſt, 


till tire is no more 5 and Eternity be the everlaſting portion of © 


thy terment, if thou doſt not Repent : For certainly they are* 
the people of the Lord, and he brought them thither, and it 

is Jeſ#s in them that thox perſecuteſt ; who kept themrin their 

meetings, as he brought theme thither, though thox ſaw'ſt 

him notz who is with thee in the Priſons, and in a/theiraf- 

flitions my with them; who will raiſe them up over 

all your heads, to reign for ever and ever. 

Now at this meeting thox carried(t thy ſelf after thy wont- 
ed manner of Rage and Exvy; and thou broughteſt thither 
with thee Alderman Lock, and Alderman Creſwick, who 
made up thy Court ; the _ were preſent alſo ; and e- 
ven to + 4 Widow. Teomans (t at Antient, Grave Matron a- 


foreſaid) whoſe age rather beſpoke a Coffin then a Bariſh- ) 


ment ) thou took'ſt as thou could'ſt meet, and wouldſt have 
ſent her to Newgate alſo with this croud of Priſoners, had it 
not been for Alderman Creſwick (who it's like had little reſt 
_ that night for that dayes ſervice) who cauſed it to be other- 
wiſe. Yet thou did{t commit her, though thou releaſed her 
preſently; and made that her being with the people of the 
Lordat meeting, to wait upon 47x, a ſtep to her baniſhment; 
her Gray hairs being th4#4 honoured of the Lord, to live to 
that day to bear a Teſtimony for him: in the face of thy fury, 
and of Baniſbment, whois ſcarce able in body to reach to the 
place of Meeting. | 
And here we muſt bring in the ſad Reckoning of Lidiah 
_ Tovy, Wite of Rich. Tovy, Brewer, Alice the Wik of W. Pea- 
chy, and Mary Knight ſervant to Nath, Milner, Priſoners a- 
foreſaid, vvhole lives (and the Infant of one of them) this 
dayes work of thine took away from the Earth 3 whoſe blood 


cries. 
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cries for vengeance” againſt thee, and vill lieupon#hby head 
for ever, except thou Repent.” Vogt 4p ant 
Lidia Tevy wvas'ivery bigzwith:cbld,' alittle. Wbmanand 
Young; «the only daughter fiving io fer: Mather, /wlio-was a 
Widow ; and-except one1on all: the children:ſber- had! alive: 
Thou 'faw'ſt in what condition fhewas,- when in ;the wetting, 
asto her being with c6:{d3- thou knew!ſt hento hehby Neigh- 
bour, thou didſtnevertheleſs,cormutibers [y&r/thox/ would(t 
ſeeine ſomewhat tender, ahdi faid it ſhould be - bat 1:4:the 
morrow ; though thatwasa fepin order to Baniſhjent, which 
ſhe was the nearer to, 'by how much her impriſonment vvas 
(hore; oli 34 2411 Jo 0% 51- [is nile; 2 
So. to priſon ſhe was-brought;; and the: very noiſome ſent: of 
the o/4Goale at the door coi was broughtto-come 1n,{truck 
in _ her. TIn' the Priſon be abode till the 744 day of that 
week, notwithſtanding that thox ſaidſt before a multitude of 
witneſſes, thit it ſhould: be birt1titl the awoitngp ©, There be 
aylded, wanting -breathing:and toons vyhichife plually in 
that condition needed:much; © Herilnefs grew: on, and 8y7me- 
ptoms of a Miſcarriage, though ſo big and near her time was 
on her, -.-Her: Husbands Brother -(Thowrgs Toyy, who lives on 
the Bridge, and is orie of the;:Council,) went to thee onthe 
5th day of the week,; an her tender mether;on the_ 77h day, 
giving thee to underſtand bow . it vvas vvith ber 5, forby. this 
time her danger vas fo: maniteſt; that ſhe-bled upwards 3 
thou wouldit not hear, but) bad her: cameityi;thee on, o- 
day. That-7th day atmnightithe;Keeper of Newgate being 
with thee, about the liberty of ſome of the-Priſoxers,ot whoſe 
having been at Bridewe// thou hadſt heard, and therefore 
ſentalt for- hin thereabouts, be infayming #4ce of ber conditt- 
on and danger, thou began'(t to be ſenfible, not for her ſake 


(as we may judge) but thy own, and the ont-cry that would 
P be 
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be made againſt thee if foe died.. So thox didſi haſt bime to 
ſet herat liberty, ſaying, Twr: ber out, turn her out ;, ſo ſhe 
came,and that night ſent her home. Well, Morrday, of which 
thox ſpake(t to ber ſorrowfal mother, came, but. be vyas laid 
in hey bed a moſt ſad ſpeache, —— and nei- 
ther bearing-nor ſeeing ; her infant came dead from ber that 
night, and the next moming, being the #hird day of the 
week, ſhe yielded up the Gboft, laying down: ver life at the 
foot of thy crucky, vvho with ber tender babe vvere laid 
in the earth #ogether, never toreturn thezrce more for thee to 
Baniſh, thoughafter her death #&y Warrant came to detain 
ber in priſon till the 674 of the 7th moneth following the 
date of b5er commitment, ' with -the. reſt of theme that #hox 
then committedſt vvith hers; vvhofe blood ſhall never de- 
part from Thee and thy houſe for ever, if thox doſt not Re- 


pent. 
Atfiee the Wife of F. Peachy vvas a Towng Woman alſo, 
very big vvith child, vvhich vvas ber firſt 3 ſhe vvas at the 
meeting vyhen-thox and hz Officers vvere there. One of 
thy Officers halFd 'her rudely rowards thee, bidding her 
come along, another-vvas behind puting her forwaxds, which 
being beyond vyhat he was'able to do, being very big. as 
aforefaid, it hurt 'her, and in ber face. it wvas: diſcovered 
preſently; and was ſo .m the obſervation of ſome. friends 
t, who were about to call on tby Officers for hal- 

ting bey after-thatmanner. So fhe-went home :3#, and was 
delivered the tiext day, and zever was wel/ afterwards, but 
continued - 7# till the x4t6 day of the 616 Moneth, on 
which'day ſhe dyed , her Husband being then priſoner 
in Bridewell,- committed with . the reſt the day' afore- 
. faid. | 
| Mary 
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Mary Knight was alſy committed 'on the ſame day to 
Bridewel, and the next day being very ill, was had to her ma-+ 
ſters houſe by- thy ſuffrance,, where fe died about twelve 
daies after of a'violent feavour,, her body being brought to 
Bridewel front thence tobe buried, becauſe ſhe was a pri- 
ſoner, there bled afreſh at the Noſe for about an houre toge 
ther (the certaix obſervation of the Paw igymaing: 
that place was the caſe of her: death). Yet! thow waſt not 
fatisfied that thow had(t her life, but her $ody ye ne 
to Bridewel to be buried there, as aforeſaid 5 and the woman 
of the houſe defiring thee a0 goes leave to ſome of the priſon- 
ers to carry her to burial, walt very much offended at 
its being brought thither, and with:the womdr for that pur- 
poſe , and in deſpight ſaid, that if they wanted: Bearer: ,- the 
Beadles ſhould do it. _ 

Thus was the Blood of the i»zocent ſhed , and of three,and 
an #rfat as the iſſue of one of thy daies work.3/ yet walt nor 
thou glutted therewithz but although that #bou hadſt com- 
mitred theſe as aforeſaid, and laid up in the priſons heapsup- 
on heaps,though the priſox was ſo unbolſome oe unſavoury, 
though there was ſach dangerof infection; yet thou thoughtlt 
the Priſoxers were not ſtrartned” enough, but ever and anon 
thou hadſt the Jailor by the ears, rating bime as thox pleaſediſt, 
and threatning biz what ſhould be done with 4a at the Seſ- 


ſons, and that all that he had was forfeit to the King, if 56 


were worth thoxſands , ſo that the man was in a {traie, 
how to walk between the plealing of #bee, who thirſted after 
their deſttuCtion 3 and the health of the Priſox and the pri- 


| ſoners , unto whom the Sheriffs had ſuch regard, as toorder 

additional lodgings, as aforeſaid , and were willing upon a 

ſober ſetter of one of the priſoners, that they ſhould have.a 
P'2 


little 
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little breath , which was- a/ they ask't whileſt they were a- 
mongſt you, 'which is the thing you would have your ſelves, 
and ro hive granited'thew-the garden' of T'Gouldney afore- 
ſaid, to walk in; being! ovicarcearaae , and. the -priſox: of 
Newgate having'' no outlet though the Kings Bench , the 
Fleet, and other conliderable- Jailes in Ergland have ,: that ſo 
heaps upon heaps, men might not be ſmothered to death, and 
priſons be made places? of execution ,-and:'boles: of murder , 
but tho, 'wouldſt-not-conſent' thereurito; but as jf; by: af 
that #hox could(t do, thow ſought'ſt their ruine 3 or to bow 
their conſcience'to thee; 'which was worſe 3 thoy didit as a- 
forefaid, 'Haman like, but: Mordetai. (the trae Jew. in the 
SpiritY cartiorbow:to3hee/though thou ſeekeſt thereforg to 
cut of the wholeRace of the Fews,as aforeſaid, which as it did 
to Hamman, will prove thine own portion (if thou doſt not re- 
pent)'in the day ofthe £ord, whowill render to theeaccord- 
Ing to. #hy-deeds\- CSEEEL $0 5:13 1 "W , we. 
-{./ Indeed Maty Gonldney told theeinthe meeting, that thou 
ſhouldſt have provided wholſon' priſons for them, before thou 
hadſt committed them, ſecing thon kneweſt it was in thy mind 
ro commit thexr,; and not to throw: them up, in heaps into 
!Priſors,' ſo 'fall- as were: theſe.3-which was good counſel , if 
thou could{t have hearkened thereto, -and then the Blood of 
"the i#zocert might not ſo have come upon thee, but as-the 
ſwine thou waſt when ſhe ſpake theſe things, and ſaid to thee 
moreover, that the bread thou brakeſt,would be broken to thee 


again 5 and as thou hadit ſhewn no mercy, ſo mercy would 


ot be ſhewn to thee , to which purpoſe Joare Hiley alſo ſpake 
"then unto thee; We: fay like to the ſwine thou walt, thox 
turn'd{t, and rent them , and on Zoar Hiley laidſt violent 
bands thy ſelf, for which. fe reproved 7hee there ant pag 
(that 
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* He boaſted how many of ws he 
co1id diſpatch in a dey- He ſaid, 
if be wee 25 the Mijor, Le wou'd 
make or gurs hang above our beets 
as #37 hats abut 047 hens, | hat 
tho/e thit ſeared the L114 would 
burn 4s alive, hing'ng was too 
good for us ( when one ſpake to 
him to fear the Lord ) that he ho- 
ped to fee ws burnt ar » t-ks wich 
fire and faggot + thar if we werein 
Franc? and Spain ,. we ſhou'd (ee 
what they wou'd. do rous-; that 
he conld b:yle our Timbr, ard feum 
them 3 who profetſes himſeif r> 
be a Roman GCathabkck, anihach 
acknowl- dged that be wo th ps 


Images. This is our executioner, , 


and this bloddy villa is made 
our Judg:. 


.Ing , though in #by view , thou did 
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(that-bloody + Hangman of thine ) 
did the fame on Mary Gonldney,, 
whom he had-like to have thrown 
doyn the ſtaires 3 whom for ſq da- 
not reprove. 2 

Well,zheſe heaps upon heaps thas 
thrown, together, (/as hath been 
faid ) yet ſatisfied thee not 5 but 
more thou mult have,as Hel/,and the 
grave, which are zever ſatisfied , and 
therefore the ext firſt day of. the 
week, viz. 14th. of 6th. month to 
work thou goelt again, making it 
another day of muiter , for ſo were 


thoſe dayes made from time to-time, till thy date was out, 
and ſo company after companies thay ſenteſt on thoſe daies, 
to thy Jailes to fill up thy meaſure , and . having braught'Al- 
derman Sazdy with thee ( poor man, ſorely againſt bjs heart, 
for he loved not theſe things, though he knew not how to a- 
void thy impetuous commands ,, who makes repreſentations 
of al/ that pleaſe thee not ) thou erected! thy Court in 
the Xeeting room there again, and ſent'ſt to Newgate. , 
Men. 

Thomas Speed, Thomas Gonldnty,Tho.Callowhill, John Hert, 

Hen. Comely, and Rowland Dole. (6) 
Women. 

Eliz. Pyot, Magdalen Love, Mary Dedicot, Joice Dole, Jane 
Tucker, Deborah Watkins. (6) 12. mal, And to Bride- 
well. Men. 

Charles Harvo'd, Abraham Cole, John Batho, Sam. Rogers, 


Chriit. Newman, Charles Horſington , Jeremy Hignel , Morris 
I'Villiams 
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little breath , which was a4 they ask't whileſt they were a- 
mongſt you, which is the thing you would have your ſelves, 
and to have granted them the garden of T' Gonlancy afore- 
ſaid, to walk in, being 6 near the priſon, and the priſox: of 
Newgate having no outlet, though the Kirgs Bench, the 
Fleet, and other conliderable- Jailes in Ergland have , that ſo 
heaps upon heaps, men might not be ſmothered to death, and 
priſons be made- places of execution, and holes. of murder , 
but thou wouldſt not conſent thereunto, .but as jf by -af/ 
that #hox could(ſt do, thow ſought'ſt their ruine 3 or to bow 
their conſcience to thee, which was worſe 3 thox didit as a- 
foreſaid ,  Haman like, but: Mordetai. {the true Jew in the 
Spirit cannot bow:to#hee; though thou ſeekeſt therefore to 
cut of the wholeRace of the Jews,as aforeſaid, which as it did 
to Hamarn, will prove thine own portion (if thou doſt not re- 
pent) in the day ofthe £Zord, whowill render to theeaccord- 
ing to thy deedss Z C2150 110 to 11 ; - 

-*.» Indeed Mary Gonldney'told'thee in the meeting, that thou 
ſhouldſt have provided wholſon' priſons for them, before thou 
hadſt committed them, ſecing thon kneweſt it was in thy mind 
rocommit ther, and not to throw them up in heaps into 
'Prifons, ſo fall- as were: theſe 3-which was good counſel, if 
thou could(t have hearkened thereto, and then the Blood of 
the i*nocert might not ſo have come upon thee, but as the 
ſwine thou waſt when ſhe ſpake theſe things, and ſaid to thee 
moreover, that the bread thou brakeſt,would be broken to thee 
again; and as thou hadit ſhewn no mercy, ſo mercy would 
ot be ſhewn to thee , to which purpoſe Joare Hiley alſo ſpake 
then unto thee; We. fay like to the ſwine thou walt, thox 
turn'd{t, and: rent them , and on. Toar Hiley laidſt violent 
hands thy ſelf, for which fe reproved thee there 5; and, Baal 
(that 
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co2id diſpatch in a dey. He ſaid, GIG TUE IAMe on Mary Gouldney 9 

if be we e 25 the Major, -e we'd Whom he had like to have thrown 


make oz! gurs hang above our beels . : 
as #r hats ahrur 047 hens. | hat doyn the ſtaires ; whom for ſo do- 


the/e rh:t ſeared the £11d would . ing , though in thy view , thou did(t 


burn 4s alive, h:inging ws too 
good for us ( when one ſpake to not reprove. 
him to fear the Lord ) that he ha Well,theſe heaps upon heaps thus 


ped ro fee us bunt at » feb with thrown together (as hath been 
fire and faggnt » thar if we werein ,. . , 

Franc? and Spain , we ſh-u'd ſee {aid ) yet ſatisfied thee not 3 but 
whar they wou'd do ro u+; thit more thou mult have,as Hel/,and the 
he conld 6:yle our limby, ard feum . . 

them; who profetſes himſelf r> £742C, Which are zever ſatisfied , and 
des Kepe CHhoR. od qe therefore the ext firſt day of the 
Images. This is ow execurioner,, WEEK 27%. 14th, of 6th. month to 
aud this blogdy villa is made Work t#hox goelt again, making it 
our Judg:. another day of muiter , for ſo were 
thoſe dayes made from time to-time, till thy date was out , 
and ſo company after companies thox ſenteſt on thoſe daies, 
to thy Jailes to fill up thy meaſure , and - having brought'Al- 
derman Sardy with thee ( poor man, ſorely againſt bis heart, 
for he loved not theſe things, though he knew not how to a- 
void thy impetuous commands, who makes repreſentations 
of al/ that pleaſe thee not ) thou erectedſt thy Court in 
the 4eeting room there again, and ſent'ſt to Newgate. | 

Men. 

Thomas Speed, Thomas Gonldnty,Tho.Callowhill, John Hert, 

Hen. Comely, and Rowland Dole. (6) 
Women. 

Eliz. Pyot, Magdalen Love, Mary Dedicot, Joice Dole, Jane 
Tucker, Deborah Watkins, (6) 12. mal, And to Bride- 
well, Men. 

Charles Harvo'd, Abraham Cole, John Batho, Sam. Rogers, 
Chrift. Newman, Charles Horſington , Jeremy Hignel , Morris 

. VVilliams 
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Williams, W. Collins, W. Blackway, Tohn Northal. (11) 
Women. _ 
Dorcas Lloyd, Alexandra Perkins, Mary Willis, Dorcas 
Hewlet, Mary Browchil, Alice Moor, Brightweed Teffries, Mary 


Leech, Mary Hunt, Eliz.. Hogford, Anne Brinkworth , Eliz.. 


Chamberlein, Anne Mogs, (14) 25, inall 3 this zzuſter Roll of 
this day being thirty and ſeven, who were committed by 
thee till the 6th of the 7th month following, though thoſe im- 
priſoned by thee, the day before were tothe 19th. 

Now at this thy high Court, hox waſt up with thy old trade 
again,and toſirrahing of T.Speed thou wentelt againzforgeting 
thy ſelf what thou waſt, & what tho muſt be,and Toxe wasup 
again , fo that ſober people. judg'd thee little better then a 
Afar diſtracted 3 and why all this? Becauſe he coolely ſpake 
to thee to convince hizz firſt that he had tranſgreſſed the Law, 
before thor ſentſt him to priſon, as a tranſgreſſor of the Law. 
So then a Rebel he muſt be, and thor calledſt him fo, but 
he told thee , That thou waſt a rebel againſt the God of heaven, 
and ſhouldſt have thy reward. At which words of ſoberneſſe 


and truth, thou walt ſo incenſt,that had not a Serjeart (per- , 


ceiving what thou would(t likely have done ) put hi» down 
the ſtaires, thou ſeemeſt as if tho wouldſt have thrown hine 
down thy ſelf; and with thy couſin Goxldney thou keptſt great 
ado, much after thy old wont. h 

So the Priſons became full, but thy belly was not. Too 
much liberty yet thox thoughtſt ſore of theſe priſoners to have, 
thy milſtones ground not cloſe enough together , Edw. Pyot, 
Geo. Biſhop (who were now bringing about the year of their. 
impriſonment ) Thomas Speed, and T. Gonldney bore upyet 5 
theſe tothe old priſon muſt go, though cramm'd as aforeſaid, 
and no nay there mult be for itz and Sheriff Stream muſt 
give orders, though George Biſhop was his cother in Law, 
Thomas 


4 
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Thomas Speed his uncle, and Th. Gouldney one with whom be 
dealt, and thy couſin as aforeſaid : Away they mult goto the 
old execution houſe, and there that muſt try what that could 
do to them, and Roach muſt have orders fo to do, and his 
orders he ſignifies. The priſoners thought it convenient fo far 
to be unconcem'd in thezr own ſuffering , whatſoever might 
Happen, to ſignifie to Sheriff Streamer in what condition the 
priſon was3 and how there was no place fitting for there in- 
to which he had ordered thee to be caſt, and therefore Geor. 
Biſhop wrote a Letter to him, and deſired hi» to come down 
himſelf, and to let his own eyes ſatisfie him, as tothe view of 
the priſox, who the day following towards the evening (this 
being the ſecond day of the week, and the 15. of the 6.month) 
coming down, and viewing it himſelf, with the Sword-bearer, 
ſaw ſuch an i»habitation of ſtench and company , that he con- 
tinued things as they were, and moreover granted liberty to 
all women with chi/d to make #heir houſes their priſons, and 
all that were ſick; Lidiah Lovy being that morning paſſed to 
her long home upon the foot of vvhat thou had(ſt formerly 
done as aforeſaid, vvith vvhich order of his thox declareſt thy 
ſelf content 3 and ſo ended this great conteſt vvith ſome ad- 
dition of Liberty to the priſoners, as aforeſaid , through the 
Blood of their friend. | 
Thus Bloxd touched Blowd, yet thox could(t not give over, 
but on the 21/7 of 6th month, ſenteſt thy Officers to the Meet- 
ing, who. warn'd them to depart, and took rames, and two 
to Priſon, viz. Bartholomew Crocker, and Canarel Dritton, 
who gave not their Names, knowing thewſelves to be on the 
Third Conviction, -if ſo be thou would(t ſotake it, which the 
next day thou did{t, and committedit them to Newgate, and 
on the 28th camelt on with a frgþ career, and having ſent 
thy Officer before to make faſt the door on them that were in 
the 
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the Meetivo-room, ſomewhat early 3 thou cameſt thy ſelf 


down, with Ald. Lock, and the Sheriffs, about the ſecond 
hour in the after00, and ſeeing ſome friends in meeting at 
the door of the houſe, inthe ſtreet, ( for coming afterthe door 
was faſt, they could not get in ) the form of thy Viſage was 
changed, and thon grew'ſt very wroth, and haſtedſt to thenr 
in thy fury, ſo that thou waſt obſerved to out-goe ſome of thy 
Officers; and coming near the Place, and ſeeing Mary Prince 
there, thou faidſt, Where is Mrs. Prince? What ds you Ho 
here 2 Unto which ſhe anſwering, That they were there to wait 
upon the Lord, Then cried(t, have her away to Newgate ( not 
ſuffering her to go to Bridewel, though ſhe deſired it, ber Son 
in Lav being there, and her daughter likely to. be ſent thi- 
ther, being above in the aeetirg-room, and ſhe deſiring to be 
with her children ) and this thox didſt without asking her to 
Pay any thing, or fining her, which 1s contrary to Law, as a- 
foreſaid 3 and having ſent ſome more thither alſo, whoſe 
Names are hereafter mentioned, thox went'it up in the meet- 
ing-room, and there didſt commit whom #hox pleaſed(ſt, and 
hadſt an eſpecial eye upon 3 and then orderedl(t the reſt to be 
ſuffered to depart 3 but Hannah Marſhal ( Daughter to ary 
Prince, as aforeſaid ) continuing till laſt, for ſhe: could not 
go away at thy command, as ſhe came not there at thy Order, 
thou cauſedſt her to be brought before thee (* vvho hadlt ſet 
up thy Court in the Meeting-room, as aforetime ) and deman- 
dedſt of her, whether ſhe would pay 2 s. 6d. to which ſhe an- 
ſwering, that ſhe had ſomething to ſpeak, to thee firſt, before ſhe 
ſhould give thee any reply to that ; Thou did{t-bid her fay on, 
and ſhe thereupon ſpeaking to ths ettect ; --- John Knight, 
The day will come wherein thou wilt have cauſe to wiſh that a 
milſione were tied about thy neck,, and thou caſt into the midſt 
of the ſea, for perſecuting the people of the Lord---Thou ſaidit, 

| Here 


| had gone without ove allo, had they not refuſed to —_— 


i. 
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Here is a bold Hufwife indeed, have her away 3 and Alder- 
man Lock with £i5 own hands, was like to have thrown her 
down the ſtairs 3 10 thox orderedſt her to Newgate, without 
taking her anſwer, whether/he would pay her fine, which thox 
gavelt her time to do, after ſbe had + ym, as aforeſaid ; but 
ſheagking thee, Whether thou wouldſt be worſe ihan ax Infidel, 
to part an and wife ? her Husband being at Bridewel, thou 
ſear't her thither. So the Vidow and the Fatherleffe were the 
firſt and the aft of this dayes execution, the Mother and the 
Danghter, whom the Lord thus. honoured to ſuffer for his 
Name, with the reſt cf his ſervants at that time, vvhoſe 


Names are, 


Newgate Men. 
Jobn Withers,Charles Jones, Andrew Vivers, William Peack- 
er, Richard Willis, Thomas Window, Tho. Lofiy. (7) 
Women. | 
Mary Prince, Alice Tovy. 
Bridewell Men, 

John Hardiman, W. Shatford, Tho. Baker, Geo. White, Da- 
vid Simons, W. Maynard, John Mills, Sam. Cotirel, Ralph 
Cock , Richard Lindey. (10) 

Women. 

Hannah Marſhal, Heſt. Rennolds, Jone Dapwel, Suſanne 
Pearſon the younger,, Eliz. Turſord. (5) 15 in all. 

Thoſe at Bridewel thou committed(t to the 28th of 7th 
month, but thoſe at Newgate had no Warrant of Commit- 
ment, nor have to this day, yet were there detained till the 
day after the Recorders departurez wherein they, and ſeveral 
that were there on the th/rd Conviction, with John Simons 
and Sarah Wilkinſon, ( hereafter to be mentioned ) were or- 
dered to beſet at Liberty. And as forthoſe at Bridewel, they 


m 
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from the Tolzey the #ext day when thou hadſt them before 
Thee. 

The Priſons now being very full, and the Goal delivery 
near, thy Sergeant Jones, and ſome other Officers came, and 
took the Names of whom they pleaſed, and then halled' the 
Men out of the Meeting room, but the Women they let a- 
lone. This was on the. 4th of 7th month, being the fri# day 
of the Week, | 

But the Priſons being ſomewhat eaſed again, by the Li- 
berty of thoſe that were committed till the 6th of 7th month, 
thou cameſt on afreſh, and it being the firſ# day of the Week 
before the Goaldelivery, thou ns, Fs y forit, to have as 
many as thou could(ſt on the third Conviction, in order to Ba- 
niſhment 3 -Thox having boaſted not long before, that as near 
as thy Tear was at an end, thou hopedſt to ſend one 400 of ws 
out of the Kingdome. So on the 11th of 7th month thox ſet- 
teſt to thy work, and ſentſt from the Meeting to Newgate and 
Bridewcl, theſe that follow 3 

Newgate Men. 

Miles Dixin, W. Taylor, John Packer, John Brooks, Grif- 
fith Loſcomb, Rowland Dole, Roger Oldſtone, James Wallis Ro- 
tert Geriſh, John Styant, Lewis Rogers. (11) 

Women. 

Martha Lane, Sarah Cann, Eliz. Dowel, Mary Harbord, 

Mary Burg fs, El.nor Mand, Margaret Thomas the elder, Su- 
ſanna Pearſon the elder. (8) the number 19. None of theſe 
had any Warrant of Commitment ; and to Bridewel thou did(t 
commit of wer and women about the number of ſeventy. 

* Sothe Goal delivery came on, at vvhich Oze Bill of Indic? 
ment was exhibited to the Grand Jury againſt Barth. Crocker, 
Lewis Rogers, Cananuel Britton, as upon the foot of Baniſh- 
ment, being the third Conviction 3 and another againſt 2/ar- 
gar.t 
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garet Thomas the elder, Elizor Maud, and Suſan Pearſon the 
elder, for the ſame, both which the Grand Jury found, as 
they did one againſt John Simons, for words ſaid to reflect = 
on your Worlkip and azother againſt Sarah Wilkinſor, tor 
ſpeaking to the Priei# of James Steeple houſe atoreſaid. Theſe 
two later vvere found Gwiltie by the Petty Juries that paſled 
upon there, and vvere fined in 100 marks each by the Re- 
corder, and in default of payment, to lye fix months each in 
Priſon. The other ſix vvere alſo found Guiltie by the Petty 
Juries that went on each Indictment, and they were ſentenc'd 
the _ men to Baniſhment in the Iſland of Barbades, the 
three Women, becauſe Wives, into ſx months impriſonment 
in Zridewell each, unleſs redeemed by their © ch Hus- 
bands, according to the 4@. So the general Seſſrons, or Goal 
Delivery had an end. 

Yet thou had({t not thine; but as a man reſtleſs to bring to 
pa's the thoughts of thy heart againſt the Innocent, whilſt 
thou had(t any breath, that is to ſay, any time unexpired' of 
thy Government, thox failed(t net to improve it againſt then 
and for that purpoſe didſt ſend th;7e Officers to the Meeting 
the next firiF day after the General Seſſtons, viz. the 19th of 
7th month, vvho took the Nam-s of whom they pleaſed, at 
theMeetingzand on the 2574{(the /aſt firſt day of the Week be- 
fore the end of thy date, which was the 29th) 1horx vilited(t 
the Meeting again in Perſor;3 vvhere did look thee and thy 
Baniſhment in the face, thy Cozcns, Thomas and Mary Gonld- 
ney, as to vvhoſe Conviction 1his was the third time, Hannah 
Jordan, Charles Harvord, George Gough, W. Taylor of the 
Caſtle, and ſeveral others whom thou didſt ſend to Newgate, 
whoſe names are, 

Men. 
Daniel Waſit;eld, Tho. Gonldney, Charl:s Harvord, Geo. 
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Gongh, John Wear, Rob. Gerifh, Joſ. Kipping, John Simons, 
Kich. Jenes, John Sannders, W. Taylor, of the Caſtle, John 
Hunt, The. Lofty, Rich. Wiles, Rog. Oldſlone, John Dowell, 
Theop. Newton, Tho. Window, IW. Peachee, (19.) 

Women. 

Mary Gouldney, Hannah Jordan, Mary North, Sarah Wil 
kinſon. (4.) the whole 23. 

And to Bridewell thou didſt commit, 
Men. 

Leming Dickaſon, Tob. Dole, W. Sawſer, Manr. Williams, 
Chriſiop. Newman, Tho. Lambert, Rowland Dole, Simon Cox, 
Jam. Neves, Griff. Browne, W. Noble, Tho. Holder, John Her- 
ring, John Crump, John Morgan, W. Tovy. (16. 

Women. 

Mary Cole, Dorcas Knight, (2.) The whole to Bridewel 
and Newgate, 41. who vvere expected (thole of them that 
vvere on the third Account) to be ſevered to Baniſhment. But 
aſter the expiration of thy year came a Warrant ligned by thee 
as Mayor, though (its like) done afterwards, to continue 
them priſoners, both the one and the other, for the ſpace 
of a wonth from the day of their Impriſonment 3 and Dee 
Holliier, though to a day after thytime ſet, a Priſoner by thy 
Warrant; yet thou didit cauſe him: to be releafed a dey or 
two before thy time was expired : And Edw. Martingdale 
(with whom thox hadſt kept a great adoe about a Lerter of 
bis which was intercepted; giving Account of thy proceed- 
ings here againſt us. And ancther Letter wherein were Cha- 
raG:rs to bis Correſpondent about his own buſmeſs, becauſe 
in Longband his Letter would not otherwiſe contain it, being 
ſent by the Poſt ; and after 4x Months [Impriſonment (being 
commiteed when D. Holliſter was) tendred({t him the Oath 
of 4Uegiance, and ſentelt him to Newgate for not ſwearing) 
:hou 
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thou releaſed'ſt alſo fomewhat before the end of thy time, up- 
onthe application of ſame to thee, on whole Vellel he vvas 
Imbarqued, that he was to go to Sea, and who went to fea 
on tbe ſaid veſſel, being a ſtranger here, and coming hither 
to merchandize, and fo departed to Virginia in the ſhip on 
which he had taken Freight before h3r impriſonment,as afore- 
ſaid. But as for Geo. Biſhop, Edw. Pyot, and thoſe 7 with 
them, whom thou hadſt Committed the 14th of the toth 
month 1663. before, and fined at Seffions the 15th of the r1 
moneth following 3 and William Ford, arid thoſe 15 vvith 
him (except two that were ſet at Liberty till the Seſſzons) 
who were ſent to Priſon the 12thof the 4th after, and fined 
at the Seflions 12th of the 5th Moneth with Tho. Gonldney and 
thoſe at that time committed with 472 to Newgate and Bride- 
well, and thoſe for Baniſhment (to carry whom zo ſhip could(t 

thou nor the Sheriffs get) and the Women tried upon the 
ſame, in all to the number of about forty and ine, left by 
thee priſoners in Newgate and in Bridewel (with thoſe com- 
mitted the 11th of the 7th moneth, to the number of 95. In 

all One hundred Forty and Five, John Moon being before ſet 
at liberty, near the expiration of 4 three months Impriſon- 
ment, 4s aforeſaid. 

Thas ended thy Year, and thee went'ſt thou out as a ſnuff 
(as Hannab Jordan told thee in the Meeting-room at her laſt 
Commitment) and haſt not accompliſhed. The deſpiſed 
people of the Lord have ſtood over thy head, though armed 
(as aforeſaid) with all by power, and upon theme haſt thoz .: 
not brought to paſs the deſires of thy heart,though thou had(t 
opportunity in tþy hand. The plant of the Lord in and a- 
mongſt #s hath thriven and profpered, Maugre a/l that thox 
could(t do,in d:ſpight of all thy bluſters.Not an Inch of ground 
lath it loft, but untoit hath been drawn (through what thos .: 
hait .. 
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haſt been doing to #s and it) the hearts of multitudes. The 
Juſt Lord is in the mi dſt of ws, he will not do iniquity 5, eve- 
ry morning do be bring his Judgments to light, he faileth 
not 5, but theunjuſt, knoweth no ſhame,as the Prophet (aid, Hab. 


p And this is thy ſtate, who though #thox haſt found a diſfap- 

intment in all thy attempts, js that thy hands have not * 
effeted the -thoughts of thine heart, for the YVirgin Daughter 
of $ion{hcok her head at thee, ſhe laughed thee to ſcorne ; as 
the Prophet 1ſaiah in the Word of the Lord ſaid to Rabſheka, 
when he had beſieged Jerxſalem and inſulted over it,and boa- 
ſted what he would do unto it, and blaſphemed the Lord, 
Iſz. 37. Though the hand of the Lord hath often been on 
thee, and made thy Chariot Wheeles (like Pharaohs) todrive 
heavily z though ke hath made thee to pals (as it were) over 
Axes, and Harrows of Tron, and through the Erick-kzlne, put- 
ting ſtops in thy way, and blocks in thy proceedings; though 
trouble hath poſleſt thee ſo that thox haſt not ſept, in conſi- 
deration of what thox haſt been doing to #s 3 for the Witneſs 
of C »d hath been reacht in thee, which hath drawn thee ſome- 


tir; = into tenderneſs 3 yet thou —_— over all again, and 
k:.ii zi{enup afrh, after all thy Pauſes, and to it thox haſt ha- 
ſte 1 an2w, as if there zcver had been any ſuch thing ; -and 


the F zemie hath driven thee along to do «ll theſe things a- 
gainlt the Name of Jeſaws, and hath made thee as a man mad 
to accompliſh theme 3 yet thou haſt not ſeen it, but haſt ſuffer- 
ed the Ememieto hurry thee over that which would have ſhewn 
ic to thee, which hath checked thee, and made thee ſometimes 
tender, as aforeſaid ; ſo that thox haſt, as the Deaf Adder, re- 
fuſed to hear the voice of the Charmer, charm he never /© 
wilclyz Inſtruction and Advice thou wauldſt not ſifler to 
come at thee: thou tilled(t thy ſelf with the eremie fo, 8did(t let 


him 
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bim ſo in,as a flood, that thox would(t indure to hear nothing 
but what he pleaſed ; arid when thox had(t taken ty liberty, 
and faidall that thox would(t, for thox lovedſt to hear thy elf 


ſpeak, thou wouldſt not hear any thing willingly to the con- 
trary. The day of theLord is upon thee,and he is making of zhee 
manifeſt 5 and there is but a very ſmall moment, and thy da 
. will beover. If to a/[that hath been ſaid unto thee, and wt 
come over thee, thou wilt not yet hear, thy condition will be 
ſad, thy day will have an end, and then vvhat wilt thou do? 
He hath moved ths to be written to thee, being the Reltion 
of much of what we have ſuffered at thy hands, during the 
time of thy Mayoralty, and to draw before thee back again 
as in a Glaff, what thou haſt done, that thow mailt ſee it, and 
ſeeing return to bi» from whom thou haſt gon, againſt whom 
thou Faſt gon; for which purpoſe hath he cauſed this to be 
Argued with thee, and by this way of Demonſtration to be 
placed before thee, as in a lamp together, what thox haſt done 
by piece-meals, that ſo ſeeing this ſpirit, and the wglie faceof 
it, and how »glie it makes thee to look, which would hurry 
thee to deſtruction, thou maiſt be recovered from the evil of 
thy way, and thy foul may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord. 
If this will not do, but if tho (till ſhalt go on, to finiſh that 
which is to be done on #s for our Tryal, and fo runover all, 
know this for a certain, Thox ſhalt be cut off, the Lord hath ſpo- 
ken it » And then all the blood that thox halt been the occa- 
ſion of ſþilline, and the ſufferings of the Innocent will fall hard 
upon th:e, and «ll the deipight wherewitha:l thou hatt uſed 
us, and Ein who ſuffers in #5, and whom in xs thou haſt per-: 
ſecuted, who is Lord and King, will fall upen4ee, and grind. 
thee to powder, and then how fad will be ty caſe? Whether 
wilt thou fly for ſhelter, when Le that is thy Judge, who ils 
Heaven and Earth with hs preſenve, and in Hell is allo, whe 
FDo#- 
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cence, vvhich'is not. Conlcience, but that which fits in 
»ce,and ſpeaksfor God the Conſcience, and there Wit- ; 

God, yyhi yvhich yvhatidever It hears the Father ſpea x7) P 
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here, which is the Sow of God, the Saviour of the Wav 
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4 ? yr ; brof the World, chatYghreth every one that 


: 
him, 1 in $7 vvhich vviteſſes; im Yhat vyhich ſhews rhee this" 
locrets Ig the 7ntents of thy heart, and all that thou haſt done,. . 
the Chriſt © And ſo We leave Thee being thy! 
-defire ty welfare, -whether, thoy doſt-believe it or n0.. 
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